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ORETTA's defire of reaching Briſtol _ 
nothing could have reſtrained, but, 
the tender apprehenſions that the fatigue 
and hurry of poſting might inconvenience 
the eaſe of her two companions, one ad- 
vanced towards ſeventy, the other confide- 
rably turned of. fourſcore ; a conſideration 

that made her ſupport, without repining, a 
tedious journey of three days, which filial 
impatience perſuaded her might have been 


accompliſhed in one. 


Bridgewater being the laſt town where 
they ſlept, it, was yet light when they 
VOL, III. B | reached 
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reached the green lane, Loretta found it 
impoſſible any longer to maſter her impa- 
tience, and begged to be ſet down. Her 
*two friends very readily complied, promiſ- 
* ing to wait her return, which ſhe aſſured 
them ſhould be as ſoon as ſhe ſhould have 
ſeen and embraced her dear mother, whom 
they would all together viſit the next morn- 
ing, and ſettle the plan of her own future 
reſidence at the cottage. Thus parted the 
"alteGionate trio. 


— 


e 1 flew up the lane, and was out 
a of fight in a moment, whilſt the others re- 
mained in the carriage to talk over the 


begaties, the graces, and the virtues f 
their beloved abſentee. - | 


ry „The ee of Deſpair over Hope is 
never ſo tremendous, or compleat, as 
when the latter-finds itſelf vanquiſhed, — 
ſanguine in its own proweſs, vigorous in its 


firength ! 


- 
* 
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Loretta's hope of beholding a parent had 
almoſt. coupled with certainty ; nor had the 
made allowance for the inſtability of hu- 
man events, when, breathleſs with expec- 
tation, 'ſhe knocked at the humble door 
of her widowed mother. EQ 

All was quiet! No key turned in the 
lock! No bolt drew back ! No hoſpita- 
ble ſound bid her come in! Loretta ſhud- 
dered ! She called aloud— her voice was 


% 


the voice of agony—it pierced the ears of 
echo, who returned it in the ſame ſtram. of 
pity, eee Hb lara 
There \ was cally 0 one caſement' open, 1 ; 
reſt were faſtened, with-ſhutters ; it was a 
low and narrow one, which, gave light, to a 
ſmall pantry. With incredible exertions 
Loretta forced her delicate form through 
the only aperture by Which ſne could Pain 
admittance, firſt taking out the ſingle pan 
of en that covered the oriice an expe- 
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* 
riment attended with no ſmall danger, for 
the heel of her ſhoe having caught in the 
window frame, ſhe hung ſuſpended with 
her head on the brick floor until recollec- 
tion came to her aid, by which ſhe was 
enabled to diſentangle her impriſoned foot, 
and with only one ſhoe darted through the 
cottage rooms. She examined every part 
of them, ſaw every thing in the ſame place 
where ſhe had ſeen them before, but ſaw 
Not the beloved inhabitant ! 


| Headleſs of damps, fearleſs of thorns or 
gravel, which might penetrate her poor, 
 defenceleſs foot, ſhe next ruſhed into the 
garden, where nothing was preſented to 
her view but weeds, of ſufficient growth to 
teſtify the very long time it muſt have been 


— 


Fondiy remembering the ſpot on which 
the firſt poured out her tears on the boſom 
oſ a mother inſenſible to their warmth, Lo- 

| | retta 
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retta laboured to tear away the weeds which 
oppoſed the contact of her Tips with the 
tuſted graſs on which that dear mother ſo 
often repoſed. Already had ſhe accom+ 
pliſhed the union; but whilft kiſſing the 
cold earth, and plentifully watering it with 
her tears, the was fuddenly rouſed by the 
voices of her travelling companions, who, 
being alarmed at her long unaccountable 
abſence, and knowing from her deſcription 
nearly where the cottage "muſt be ſituated, 
they had approached it with quivering 
hearts and trembling joints, dreading at 
every ſtep to diſcover that ſome fatal acci- 
dent had befallen their favourite, on whom 
they were calling with all the vigorous 
ſpirit that remained yet unconſumed in their 
chalice of ſtrength. ; 
Loretta having let them in, and related, 
as well as grief would permit, the-lament- 
able tale of her unlooked for diſappoint- 
ment, was at laſt ſomewhat comforted by 


B 3 | Jonathan 
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Jonathan aſſuring her, that neither he or 
Mrs. Orchard would turn their backs upon 
Briſtol until they had aſſiſted her in every 
— ſearch 149 oh her e parent. 
9 

A Wenne 405 like that i in which their 
esu commenced, where all is buſtle 
and confuſion, where every man, woman, 
and child, are fo deeply occupied in their 
own affairs, as to know little of thoſe which 
concern their neighbours, was not likely 
to be productive of information reſpecting 


a couple of ſolitary individuals, who ſeem- 


ed to be entirely unknown both in and out 
of the city. Every body queſtioned on the 
ſubject replied in much the ſame words 
that they had never heard tell of ſuch 
people ;” ſo that, at the end of four days, 
Loretta's anxious ſuſpenſe increaſed rather 
than diminiſhed; and at laſt ſhe was forced 
to part with her reſpected friends, who re- 


turned to the Lodge, whilſt ſhe proceeded 


to London in one of the two days ſtages, 
reſolved 


* ; > <» 
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reſolved to ſnew her dutiſul obedience to 
what ſhe ſuppoſed the will of Mrs. Oſ- 
mond, by the moſt patient ſubmiſſion to 
that of her danghter, pioufly leaving the 
protection of her own mother to the care 
of heaven's never-failing Providence 
ſometimes hoping (what Jonathan had ta- 
ken much pains to make her believe) that 
her parent was not dead, but, for reaſons 
which may have occurred, had been re- 


moved from that cottage. to another is 
ation. 


Immediately on ber arrival in town Lo- 
retta put herſelf into a chair, and, with all 
the little matters belonging to Lady Acres 
carefully placed on her lap, a porter fol- 
lowing with her own boxes, ſhe proceeded, 
weeping and trembling, to that houſe, 
where ſhe had received the fondeſt mater- 
nal indulgence, where ſne had alſo experi- 
enced the cold ſeverity of an haughty and 
over- bearing ſuperiority, * 
B 4 .One 
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One little comſort ſtill neſtled in her 
heart ſhe ſhould once more look upon the 
ſweet face of her beloved Harriet —ſhe 
ſhould read in her pity- ſpeaking eyes that 
the reſtraints of duty, though never to be 
leſſened, were equally galling to boch. 


Loretta's ſentiments had in them no daſh 

of the romantic, flimſy foundation, on 
which many girls build their airy fuper- 
ſtructures of friendſhip, She knew how to 

diferiminate between profeſſions and reali- 
ties. Happy in poſſeſſing the eſteem of 

— Acres, vanity only could have made 
her diſcontented, becauſe debarred from re- 
ceiving public teſtimonies of ſo W 

ing a preference. 


* 


Notwithſtanding all the pleaſure Mont- 
gomery's wandering orphan had propoſed 
to herſelf from an interview, however ſhort 
pr diſtant, with the daughter of Lady 
. | Acres, 


% 
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ls yet ſo much was ſhe impreſſed with 
awe for the latter, that it would be difficult 
to determine, whether ſhe was moſt com- 
f orted or diſappointed to find that both la- 
dies were ſet out to join Sir John Acres at 
= his ſeat in Northumberland, from which 
they were not ſoon expected to retutn. 


1 


1 


Having received many officious atten- 
tions from the houſekeeper, with that ſweet 
and thankful graciouſneſs, which drew * . 
her near to all hearts about which were 
twined the tendrils of ſympathy, ſhe aſked 
the good woman, If Lady Acres had left 
any particular commands for her? TO 
which the other replied (at the fame taking 
a letter from à locked drawer, which ſhe 
delivered into her hand), I ſuppoſe, -. 
Ma'am, this will inform you better than I 
can; for my Lady — me to give it 
the moment you arriv 


2 Loretta 
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Loretta looked at the ſuperſeription; it 
was only directed to Loretta nne 
and the contents ran thus — 


| $ (0 


4 1. ** 100 are returned PRA ole 
journey well enough to go immediately t6 
the place I have provided for you. My 
Lady Tilliſon has engaged you, on my 
recommendation, at twenty guineas a year, 
and is extremely impatient that you ſhould 
come to your place; ſo, as ſoon as you re- 
ceive this, ſet out for —, in Eſſex.— 
Take one of my ſervants to ſhew you where 
the coach goes irom. Half of your dear 
Lady's cloaths ſhall, when F come back, 
be ſent after you; the other half I think, 
in juſtice, belong to the other attendant ; 
but as my good mother gave you 'the pre- 
| ference in many reſpects, and ſeemed de- 
ſirous from her firſt picking you up on 
Mendip Hills, that, after her death, you 
might be retained in my family, which be- 
ing out of my power to comply with, I 

ſhall, 


I or SNOWDON. = 
mall, for her ſake, penſion you at the fame , . 
8 wages I ſhould have given had you taken 


I the place of my woman; and that, being 
I twenty-five pounds a year, will, when * 
added to thoſe of my Lady Tilliſon, make 
1 you a very decent fortune. So pray, Lo- 
retta, when. you meet with any thriving 
I tradeſman, who is willing to make you his. 
wife, do not be aſhamed to let me know 
WW it; becauſe, if a moderate ſum ſhould ſuit 
nim better than the annuity, perhaps I 

P 


thall accommodate the matter to your mu- 
tual wiſhes. What4 defire in return for 
my great care of your eſtabliſhment, is; 
that you will hold no chattering in the fa- 
mily where I have placed you,” on-the filly 
figure you once made in mine. Such 
boaſting would do you no credit, but cer- 
tainly forfeit my protection for ever. 1 


. * 
1 . 
We 
_ 
__— 

4 : 

a * 


« J have ſignified to Lady Tilliſon that 
you are-a very honeſt, ſober, diligent, and 
ingenious young body, who has faithfully 

© 1 B6 diſcharged 


man, meant every thing well; yet, with 
the beſt intentions, we are all frail mortals, 
and muſt ſometimes do wrong! I mean 
no reflections on you, child, becauſe I 
have never found you bold, aſpiring, or 

giving yourſelf 1, on her improper indul- 


12 je THE ORPHANS a 
A diſcharged her duties about the perſon of 
my poor deceaſed mother. She, dear wo- 
% * 
* 


Am I not the moſt impartial creature 
in the world? That you was brought up 
like a lady was not your fault. No more 

can I blame you for having fat at my table, 
than I could blame my tootman becauſe he 
| Happened: to be in the room when that auk- 
ward animal, Lady Heartfree, by kicking 
her heels, threw down one of my beautiful 
China vaſes, and broke it in a thouſand 
pieces. It was a terrible accident, and 
happened but yeſterday, ſo that it ſtill re 
mains a great weight on my ſpirits. 


* * ce 
. 2 . * The 
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« The young lady on whom your a. 
tendance is particularly ſtationary, I hear, 
will remove to her apartments at St. James's 
in the courſe of a few weeks, to ſucoeed 
the Hon. Miſs Wrinkle, who has obtained 
the Queen's conſent. to * herſelf ridi- 


lous, by marrying a man twenty years 
Arai than the 1 is. 


* 


J would have you always confldls, 
Loretta, when you meet with an offer 
amongſt your equals, that diſparity of ages 
ſhould not entirely be overlooked, except 
on the man's fide : but if he be more that. 
double your age, then I would adviſe you 
to cloſe with the bargain ; for, in that caſe, * 
it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, by the aceumu- 
lation of years, united to induſtry, he muſt _ 


have more money, in proportion, than a”. 
younger candidate. 


« You ſee, child, what pains I take for 
your future as well as preſent eſtabliſh- 


- 


ment. 


r g * — — — 


ment. Rut this is not all: I have made 
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your path ſo plain, that you have not any 
thing to fear on the ſcore of ridicule, for 
the mock gentility in which, under my 
roof, you have too often appeared. I have 
convinced every body who have ever ſeen 


You in a light ſo unfayourable to common 


ſenſe, that my poor mother, who would 
have it ſo, was a little ſuperannuated, and 
that no. blame could be laid to the charge 


egen on your part. 


* A ” 
However I would adviſe you to keep 


out of the ſight of theſe people as much as 
you can ; though I do not think any of 
them will moleſt you with their notice, be- 
ing all perfectly ſatisfied with the apology 


A have made for you. Let, I repeat, do 


not puſh yourſelf in the way of ſuch as may 
recolle& you ; neither quote my name, or 
the name of my daughter, in any of the 
little hiſtories you may tell for the enter- 
tainment of your fellow ſervants. Remem- 

ber 
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ber alſo, on theſe conditions, only, I con- 
tinue your friend and well-wiſher, 


H. Acres.” 


The contents of this moſt mortifying 


epiſtle gave little or no offence to the well.. 
regulated temper of Loretta. Such parts 
of it as ſhe could ſhe thought it her duty 
to obey, and ſet about it with chearfulneſs. 
How few girls, once ſo exalted by all that 
is excellent in woman, now fo degraded by 
all that is ſpiteful in woman, could have 
ſubmitted to her fate without murmuring ? 
Loretta felt, perhaps, the humiliation, 
yet ſcorned to complain of injuſtice; not 
from pride or pique, but from ſoul · bred 


dignity, which ſet her far aboye the reach 


of all mental ſufferings for - the errors of 
others: for the like errors in herſelf ſhe 
would have been grieved. $0 ſhe thought; 
and it was the ſevereſt thought ſhe could 
beſtow on the conduct of Lady Acres, for 
705 | whom 
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whom, on her departure from town, ſhe 


left behind her the following ſhort epiſtle— 
% Madam, 


& In obedience to your Ladyſhip's 
commands I am juſt ſetting off for Eflex, 
and ſhall endeavour to regulate my beha- 
viour by ſuch rules of rectitude as ſhall do 
no diſcredit to your Ladyſhip'srecommenda- 
tion. I am already ſo much indebted to the 
late and ever revered Mrs. Oſmond's bene- 
volence, that I ſhould bluſh to be any lon- 
ger a burden on the charity of her family. 
—Whilſt I teſtify my gratitude for your 
Ladyſhip's bountiful intentions, I preſume 
to hope you will not be offended at my de- 
elining a penfion by no means neceſſary to 
an unambitious young woman, who is wil- 
ling, and, by the permiſſion of Providence, 
able to gain a comfortable livelihood : but 
ſhould misfortune or ill health take from 


me the power of providing for my very .' 


few 
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4 few wants, then will I thankfully avail my- 
ſeltf of your proffered liberality ; being at 
all times 


« Your Ladyſhip's ' 
Very dutiful and be ſervant, 
* LORETTA Morrecange” | 
This was not the only letter written by 
Loretta prior to her departure from Lon- 


don. She wrote three others—to her bro- 
ther, to Mrs. Brown, and to Mrs. Orchard, 


the contents of which were ſo heart rend- 


ing, even to herſelf, a loſt mother being 
the chief ſubject, that tears, often as ſhe 
wiped them from her eyes, would fall on 
the paper, and obſcure the fair characters 
her pen had traced. 


Sir Philip Tillifon's family, from not 
having lived much in the gay world, bore 
in 


HP RL 
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in their manners a much ſtronger reſem- 
blance to thoſe of the ſixteenth than ſeven- 
teenth century. Sir Philip, in youth, had 
been an honeſt ſenator, a good ſtateſman, 
and a brave ſoldicr ; was in age an aftec- 
tionate huſband, a tender father, zn hoſ- 
pitable neighbour, and a kind maſter; but 
extremely ceremonious, extremely regular 
in his diviſion of time, and the appropria- 
tion of it according to what he ſuppoſed 
the original intention of Providence. 


1 
1 
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Lady Tillifon was much after the man- 
ner of her huſband. - She had the beſt 
heart in the world; but the moſt uniform 
rectitude of conduct made her rather an 
unpleaſant companion. to thoſe who hap- 
pened to be leſs circumſpect than herſelf; 1 
1 nor would ſhe, however exalted their rank, 
9 court any ſuch to her ſociety. 


Miſs Tilliſon, the more immediate miſ- 
treſs of Loretta, had a mixture of her fa- 
1 * | ther's 
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ther's formality and her mother's primitive 
adherence not only to virtue itſelf, but to 
all the modeſt, obſolete graces of virtue. 
How far ſuch notions might fit her for a 


2X ſituation on the faſhionable theatre of high 
"3 


life, was certainly not confulted when fa- 
mily intereſt got her the appointment at 


St. James's; yet when obtained unknown 


to her parents, was the very reaſon why 


they did not reject it: had they been leſs 
XX aflured of her prudence, their own would 


have been her beſt ſafeguard. 


. There are ſome women never old enough, 
ſo there are others never too young, to be- 
come the pilot of their-own contludt; and 


1 of the latter deſcription was Miſs Tilliſon. 
4 I | —Belides, being very pretty; the had alſo, 


underneath the cold aſhes of refervey- part- 
ly hereditary, partly acquired by education, 
a warm fuſceptible heart, by Which her 
actions were guided, though its narrow 
powers did not extend ſo far as to external 


; - appear- 


* 
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appearance. Her mind was enlightened, 
but her manners not illumined by the kind- 


ly rays of benevolence. 


Such the family on whom the love- 
inſpiring daughter of Montgomery was now 
thrown for protection, and by whom re- 
ceived with that portion of kindneſs conſi- 
dered as duc to their domeſtics ; always 
aſſiduous for their comfort, but never 
dwindling into familiarity. 


They were all fitting together in the li- 


brary when informed that the young wo- 
man ſent by Lady Acres was arrived. Miſs 
Tilliſon would have gone out to ſee how 
ſhe liked her ; but Sir Philip and his Lady 


expreſſing ſome curioſity, ordered her to 
be ſhewn in. 


* 
* 


When Loretta took upon her the con- 
dition of a ſervant, her good ſenſe made 


her lay afide ſuch * as are con- 
. nected 
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ected with the appendages of gentility ; 
3 _ in theſe days of equality, when 
Lords and Ladies dreſs like . ſervants, and 
F ſervants dreſs like Lords and Ladies, the 
3 difference between them, it muſt be con- 
feſſcd, is hardly to be diſtinguiſhed by any 


2 


is; 


— 
A 
* 


J Wy body but themſelves. ' 


In the humble Loretta's habit might have 
been ſeen what is fting, but not what is 


. ou er adopted, to her ſtation. 


Her deep mourning, aſſiſted with the 


I deepneſs of her ſorrow for the ſad occaſion 


ton which ſhe wore it, and that admitting 


Y 1 not as yet the adornment of dawning 


chearſulneſs, neither did her gown admit 
7 ornamental trimmings no flounce, no 


ſurbelow, ſpoke her above the degree of a 


chambermaid in the days of our great- great 
grandmothers ; nor, to the contrary, coufd 
any diſcovery be made by the fineneſs of 

her linen, by a Frenchified head, by bit« 


ge, 


* 
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gle decorations, or by a hat bedizened with 


feathers, or flowing with ribbons. 


Loretta's hair not only retained its natu- 


ral form, but its incomparable beauty was YM 
modeſtly concealed, as much as the luxu- 
rious fair curls could be concealed, beneath 
a round cap, over which preſided a decent 


black ; bonnet, of ſuch unfaſhionable di- 


menſion, as nearly to ſhade from the view 
a face ſo paſſing lovely, as youthful poets 


dream of, and fancy painters draw from 
originals only exiſting in Weir! own imagi- 
nations. * 


= „ About the luminary of true beauty are 
rays like thoſe of the ſan; and as theſe 


emit, their brightneſs over the whole ſurface: 


af the gle, foo thoſe penetras through 


every-obſiaele: that may be invented to ob- 


ſcure them, and dazale the 2 of all be- 
holders... 
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"Y q Such was the effect produced by the un- 

Waided lovelineſs of Loretta, as with digni- 
Wficd humility, ariſing from conſcious recti- 
== ſhe broke upon the viſion of Sir 
WPhilip, his Lady, and daughter, who were 
1 ue, pleaſed with the mild harmony of 
Ther voice, and the reſpectful timidity of 
ner replies to the few queſtions they aſked 
A | concerning her late miſtreſs, and the wel- 
ſare of Lady Acres; never once ſurmiling 
ſhe appeared during her reſidence in that 
Wii in any other light than a menial de- 
A —_ as ſuch being ſtrongly S 
'A to them by her Ladythip. | 
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== When diſmiſſed from the e of * 
e 2 WE: ctentionally kind, but literally, awe in- 
ſpiring ſuperiors, Loretta was conducted 
by a ſervant to the apartment of Miſs Til. L 


tiſon, whither that "Owe lady rags 34" 
followed. 
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The deep-rooted ſadneſs of her new at- 3 ; 


tendant, in whoſe favour no heart, but that 


of Lady Acres, could have been unpreju- 


diced, did not eſcape the notice of Miſs 4 
Tilliſon, who, to diſſipate that chagrin, 1 


- which ſhe ſuppoſed to proceed partly from 


regret for the loſs of her laſt miſtreſs, and 
partly from finding herſelf amongſt ſiran- 
gers, very condeſcendingly ſhewed her ſe- i 
yeral little fancy performances, of which 
number was the deſign for a petticoat, to 
be embroidered on crape in foils and ſilver. 


« And this,” cried ſhe, with a figh; 
« muſt be done before I kiſs hands for my 
appointment. My mother ſays the Queen 
is pleaſed with young women who are pre- 
ſented to her in their own work. I wiſh 


1 the work of any other body would pleaſe 


her as well; for though Lady Acres ſays 
- you do theſe ſorts of things, yet, with your 
- aſliftance, 


OF SNOWDON. 25 


I 5 ffiſtance, I am ſure we ſhall not get it 
eady by the time it will be wanted.“ 


% 


Loretta requeſted that the execution 


night devolve entirely on her, under the 
direction of Miſs Tilliſon's more 1 ed 
genius. a 


“ What are you propoſing ?” ſaid the 


| young lady, with a look of aſtoniſhment. — 
= Is it poſſible you ſhould undertake to 


do in one month what would coſt me two 
months of indefatigable labour to perform?” 


66 J think, Madam,” replied Loretta, 


3 bluſhing, © that, with your permiſſion, I 
WE ſhould be able to do it in the time you 


mention, if I might intrude on your w_— 
neſs for one ſmall indulgence.” 8 


« Oh, pray, let me hear what it is; for 


it muſt be unreaſonable indeed, ſhould ! 


be tempted to refuſe you ?” 
VOL, III. = | 4 1 
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than before, that any one of the female 1 
- ſervants may, be allowed to ſerve me in the 


ceſſary interruptions, ſuch as muſt occur 


fire to my mother; but I doubt if, for your 


redoubled her intreaties with ſo much fer- 
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66 It is only, Madam,“ colouring deeper A 
room where I work with a plate of meat 
from the ſecond table, to avoid any unne- i 


were I to mix with your other domeſtics, 
till my work 1s finiſhed.” 


* I ſhall certainly propoſe what you de- 
own ſake, ſhe will give her conſent to your 


working ſo much, and taking ſo little plea- 
face.” - 


Loretta, whoſe very ſoul was in this re- 
queſt, anxiouſly trembling for its ſucceſs, 


vour, that Miſs Tilliſon, unable any lon- 
ger to refiſt the importunities of ſo ſweet a 
pleader, obtained permiſſion from her mo- 
ther for the induſtrious daughter of Mont- 
gomery to live as much to herſelf as ſhe 

g | pleaſed, 
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pleaſed, provided ſhe did not injure her 
health by the total neglect of exerciſe ; 
which terms were moſt thankfully accepted, 


« I have all my life been an early riſer,” 
ſaid ſhe, “ and ſhall walk in the garden 
an hour every morning, and, when the 
weather is fair, another in the evening, 
and ſo huſband the light for ſhading my 
flowers, that no time ſhall be loſt either in 
W the purſuits of health or the duties of my 
= ſtation.” 


Trifling as the indulgence granted to 
Loretta appeared to Lady Tilliſon and her 


a , | daughter, it was in the eſtimation of Lo- 
retta herſelf a favour of the greateſt mag- 


nitude; that noble pride which could ſub- 
mit to the loweſt degradation of honeſt 
independence, was equally capable of ſup- 
porting its own true dignity. She would 
readily have eat at the ſame table with the 
houſe or kitchen maid, but to become the 


C2 compa- 
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companion of male ſervants !—againſt this 
” ſacrifice not only her pride, but delicacy, 
ſo_ſtrenuouſly revolted, that ſhe would 
have forfeited her newly attained fituation, 
and the duty ſhe ſtill ſuppoſed due from 
her to Lady Acres on the ſcore of her bleſſ- 
ed benefactreſs, rather than ſubmit to the 
moſt lowering of all humiliation. 


Tranſported at the ſucceſs of. her long 
planned innocent ſtratagem to ſave herſelf 
from the dreaded misfortune of being 
thought ungrateful or arrogant, ſhe made 
ſuch a progreſs in her work, that it was 
finiſhed, in the higneſt ſtile of execution, 
' ſeveral days before Miſs Tilliſon was ſum- 
moned to officiate 1n the office of her court- 
ly appointment ; at which time ſhe had 
gained ſo much on the approbation not 
only of her young miſtreſs, but alſo on Sir 
Philip and his Lady, that the latter, al- 
though the moſt ſtately people in the 
world, before they returned to Eſſex, after 
ſeeing 
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i eeing their daughter inſtalled in all her ho- 

nours, and comfortably eſtabliſhed in her 
1 W own apartment in the palace, recommend- 

ea it to her that Loretta might be permitted 
W to be the aſſociate of her retired hours, 
I ſuch as were not occupied by viſitors or 

W engagements} to which ſhe readily aſſent- 

W cd, having imbibed for the fiveet Orphan 
; Jof Snowdon the moſt unequivocal affec- 

ton, but much more warmly felt than ex- 
preſſed. 


Lady Tilliſon having taken upon herſelf 
: the care of an unfortunate child, of about 
W fix years old, diſtantly related to her huſ- 
band, who being often in the room with 
Loretta whilſt the remained in Eſſex, was 
ſeen to have improved ſo wonderfully under 
W her eye, both in the decency and elegance 
| of her manners, that, not to deprive her 
little charge of ſuch apparent advantages, 
| Lady Tilliſon determined ſhe ſhould ſpend 
A few months at the palace, which was. 
C3: entirely 


30 THE OHPHANS 


entirely agreeable to the Maid of Honour, 

and more than agreeable to Loretta, who 

found in the child's innocent converſation 

a great relief to the ſolitude of her ſitu⸗ 
ation. | 


Retired as that was, her inclinations 
were no leſs averſe to company; ſo that 
our Orphan of Snowdon, whenever the buſy 
hum of many bytterfly viſitors, who now 
ſwarmed to pay their compliments at the 
apartment of her Lady was over, ſhe would 
-haſtily and joyfully retreat to her own Cham- 
ber, and there employ herſelf either by 
giving leſſons to her little girl, or in writ- 
ing to her brother, from whom ſhe had 
heard nothing ſince the death of Mrs. Oſ- 
mond, and to her friends at the Lodge, as 

well as thoſe in Ireland, from all of which 
ſhe received ſuch tender anſwers, as at once 
cheered her heart, and drew tears »from 
her eyes. 


Daddy 
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Daddy Brown and his worthy wife con- 
inucd to aſſure her, with the trueſt pater- 
þ Wal fondneſs, that they ſhould ſoon return 
g to receive her into their arms, and to put 
er beyond the reach of dependance, even 
Won themſelves; whilſt the good folks at the 
1 3 promiſed to make her the heireſs of . 
Wtheir little all, whenever it ſhould pleaſe 
WGod to cloſe the volume of their days. 


In the ſociety of her amiable young miſ- 
W treſs Loretta exceedingly delighted, be- 
cCauſe ſhe had the gratification to perceive 
chat to her ſhe relaxed from that extreme 
ſhyneſs which rendered her company far 
loeſs valuable to others, it being a moſt 
W heinous crime againſt the eaſe of modern' 
good breeding, for which ſhe was not to 
be forgiven, and of which the moſt ſtriking” 
courtly examples could not diveſt her; ſo 
that, at the end of a few weeks, Miſs Til- 
liſon was yoted, by her ſiſter belles, either - 
a fool, a prude, or an hypocrite, for the 
C4 unanſwer- 


32 THE ORPHANS 


unanſwerable reaſon, that ſhe would not 
do even once what they did every day. 


Imprimis. She would not coquette—ſhe 
would not ſtare humble merit out of conn- 
tenance—ſhe would not out-talk actors iu 
the play-houſe—or out-hum the ſweet 

- tounds of harmony at the performance of 
an opera which at laſt ſo exaſperated the 
whole circle of faſhionables, both mothers 
and daughters, that, by the way of wit or 
derifion, they nick-named her My Grand- 


mother. 


Any young man belonging to their par- 
ties, if hardy enough to ſpeak favourably 
of or gallantly to her, was called his Grand- 
mother's Nurſe, and immediately ſent to 
Coventry, from whence he was no more 
permitted to return until he had achieved 
the reputation of publicly treating his 
grandmotber with ſome mark of manly 
- .negle@; ſuch as not handing her to her 
NP ITS, 5 chair, 
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chair, though ſtanding at her 88 whe 
all the ladies round had every one of them 
their eſcorts; or by making believe he had 
aſked her to dance, leading her into the 
ſet, and defiring to know who was her 
partner, that he might go to find him; — 
when, with a look of aſtoniſhment, ſhe 
naturally replied, © I thought, my Lord, 
or I thought, Sir, I came here at your re- 
W queſt.” Then careleſsly to anſwer in the 
bearing of a dozen giggling girls“ Faith, 
Madam, I am very ſorry for the miſtake, 
but have been engaged for the two firſt 
dances this half hour. More I would not 
= undertake to ſave my country—then was 
W female triumph compleat, and then was the 
offender's pardon ratified.” | 


Miſs Tilliſon had too RS philoſophy 
to be hurt by flights, which did not pro- 
ceed from any impropriety in her own 
conduct ; ſometimes. ſhe would paſs them 
by unobſeryed ; ſometimes ſpeak. of them 

ud bn. to 
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to Loretta, but never with pique or paſſion, 
only as a matter of mirth, by which ſhe 
hoped to divert the unconquerable ſadneſs 
of her humble companion; and on theſe 
occaſions would produce ſuch talents of 
harmleſs gaiety, ſuch exquiſite ſtrokes of 
true humour, as really ſurpriſed Loretta, 
as much as it pleaſed her; having never 
ſuſpected that ſhe poſſeſſed the ſplendid in 
as great u degree as ſhe did the rational 
ornaments of her ſex. 


One day as they ſat working together, 
Mr. Melbourn was announced. It might 
not be the very Mr. Melbourn propoſed to 
Miſs Acres, yet the name brought Harriet 
to the mind of Loretta as ſhe roſe to leave 
the room before he made his appearance, 

but Miſs Tilliſon prevented her.“ You 
muſt not go,” ſaid ſhe, with a ſigh and a 
bluſh, © it is only my couſin ;” and imme- 
diately entered a very handfome young 
man, who cried out as he ran to embrace 


her, 
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ber, with much cordiality, © Ab! my ſweet 
little couſin, you are grown ſo womanly 
F ſince I ſaw you laſt, that my eyes do not 


half ſo readily acknowledge you, as does 


W my heart.” 


1 


Po not talk of your heart,” ſaid Miſs 
Tilliſon, trying to conceal under an eaſy 
reception, certain agitations which did not 
eſcape. the notice of Loretta, do not, 


& Couſin Algernon, jeſt with that heart, which 


I ſuppoſe you have preſented in due ſorm 
to Miſs Acres; therefore it fhould en- 
courage no recognitions, but ſuch as are 
warranted by her authority. However, I 
am truly glad to ſee you, ſo fit down, that 


I a have leiſure to tell you fo again and 
again.“ 


He did as ſhe deſired, and began to 
enquire with much affectionate volubility, 
concerning the health as well as reſidenee 
of Sir Phillip and his aunt, when he ſtopped 
in the middle of his ſpeech to honor Lo- 


C0 retta 


* 
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retta with a bow, it being the firſt time he 
perceived that a third perſon had a right 
to his notice; and was juſt going to ac- 
cuſe Miſs Tilliſon for not introducing him, 
when the modeſt daughter of Montgomery 
gueſſing his intentions, and willing to pre- 
vent the miſtake into which he was evi- 
dently falling, ſaid to her fair Miſtreſs, 
&* you have not given me your orders 
Madam, what dreſs to prepare for you 
againſt the evening.” —Melbourn looked 
with amazement !—Fhe young lady re- 
plied fmiling, © I admire your ingenuity, 
ſo J do alſo your modeſty; but do not 
leave us, it will be time enough to talk of 
theſe matters after dinner“ 


I thought to have aſked. you for a i 
diſh of tea this evening,” ſaid Melbourn, Wl 
* but as you are engaged abroad, may I 
not have the honor-of being cxhibited at 
the ſame aſſembly, either as your couſin, 
and under your immediate tuiton ; or elſe 
| | A 
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2 as a monſter of perfection, juſt imported 
from the land of liberty, cruelly con- 

WE demned, and very ſoon to be executed in 
his own country.” 


i « Indeed!” retorted Miſs Tilliſon laugh- 
ing, to hide her chagrin, upon my word, 
pour compliment tb Miſs Acres is not 


very captivating; I am told by my aunt 
ſhe is handſome.” | 


Oh, yes, to be ſure, that is my good 
mother's opinion! What my own will be, 
is quite another affair, If we ſhould not- 
happen to coincide, in ſpite of my duty and 
W reverence, which is really very fincere, after 
: all, moft certainly, my dear Olly, I ſhall 
W take the WY to chuſe for * | 


Miſs Tillifon coloured exceſſively, and 
without knowing what ſhe ſaid, told him 
he was very much in the right; then con- 
ſciouſly and 8 gave a turn to the 

ſubject 
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ſubjeQ of marriage by aſking a thouſand Wil 
queſtions, in-accents of volubility unuſual W ' Þ1 
to her at all times, particularly when talk- 
ing to a man, even it that man was her own 
father; but the truth is, ſhe happened to 
have been brought up in childhood with 
her couſin ; and it is-doubtful, whether ſhe 
did not love him as well as her father, 
though certain, that ſhe did not fear. him 
quite ſo much. 


. 


“Rut you do not tell me, Olly,” ſaid he, 
« whether I am to have the honor of at- 
tending you in the evening, for to-morrow 
my mother is determined to drag my body 
into Northumberland; but now 1 am ſure 
I ſhall leave my heart behind me.” 


M.iſs Tillifon's confuſion ſeemed to an- 
nounce, with regret, the impoſſibility of 
their meeting any more that day, becauſe, 

being in waiting, ſhe muſt go to the play; 
adding, that after the Queen had done 

with 
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Nit her, inſtead of going any more into 
3 mn ublic, ſhe always returned home ſuffici- 
Wecntly fatigued to enjoy the remainder of 
7 he night in undiſturbed ſleep. 


„ Raſh girl!” replied Melbourn, with 

Ea ſmile of approbation, © How dare you 
. fly thus in the countenance of Faſhion ? I 

4 | would adviſe you to the practice of greater 

W ſubmiſſion, or ſhe will give your face, be- 

4 cauſe it is a fair one, flap for flap, depend 

on it!“ 


That,“ cried ſhe gaily, “ ſhe has oſten 
20 tried; but if ſuch blows do not hurt the 
W-- giver more than the receiver, by the 
rebound of utter filence the effect muſt be 


po infignificant, that neither party will be ; 
: materially worſted.” 


= Loretta wiſhed this FR | 
an end, in hopes the diſeourſe might again 
revert to her beloved Miſs Acres, not un- 


mixed 
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mixed with ſurpriſe, that ſhe had never iſ 

before heard of the family relationſhip be- 
tween the mothers of Harriet's deſtined Ml 
huſband and Lady Tilliſon. Indeed had ſhe if 
known it, her knowledge muſt have pro- 
ceeded from inſpiration ; becauſe, though 
of ineſtimable worth, every one of the 
Tilliſon's were tinctured with ſuch incorri- 
gible reſerve, as never to ſpeak on any 
but the moſt common topics before their 
equals ; of courſe, cautiouſly avoided ever 
ſpeaking of their own affairs in the hearing 
of their ſervants or dependants. 


The tender, but reſpectful friend of 
Miſs Acres, had the mortification of ſeeing 
the coufins take leave of each other, until 
Mr. Melbourn ſhould come back from 

Northumberland, without the name of 
that dear girl being any more mentioned 
by either of them; which, perhaps, may 
be reafonably accounted for by the gentle- 
man's total indifference for one lady; and 
| the 
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ver WW the other lady's more than indifference for 


| a E himſelf. He did not like the royalty mode 
; W of marriage planned for him by his mother 
he did not like a firſt-ſight matrimonial 


tfte-a-ttte—and he did not like to ſpeak of 
her to whom he never had ſpoken. Olivia 
Tilliſon did not like that he ſhould be mar- 
ried to any body but herſelf—ſhe did not 
like that he ſhould run the riſk of a firſt 
impreſſion and ſhe did not like to put 
him in mind that there was any other wo- 
man in the world who ought to have any 
claim on his heart but herſelf. 


Miſs Tilliſon never talked to Loretta of 
her couſin after he was gone; probably 
fearing it might encourage her to ſpeak of 
the rival ſhe dreaded with partiality, ſhe 
being the grand-daughter of Mrs. Oſmond, - 
the heireſs of a family where ſhe had found 
protection as a favoured domeſtic. How 
then could ſhe have been other than elo- 
quent in praiſe of Harriet Acres, whoſe 

praiſes 
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W already ſhe had heard but too i 
warmly expreſſed by many other admirers 
of that young lady, and which ſhe was not 
diſintereſted enough reſpecting the deſtina- 
tion of Algernon Melbourn to hear without 
vexation though on no other occaſion was 


envy. ever admitted to her truly artleſs 
. boſom. 


She did not ſleep well that night, and 
looked pale the next morning, for which 
ſhe. accounted to Loretta by many imagi- 
nary cauſes, omitting only the real one.— 
«< I am not quite well,” ſaid the; © 1I 
caught cold at the play. I am miſtreſs of 
the carriage to day, and we will go a little 
way into the country, to try if the air may 
not do me good.” 


_ Whilſt the Maid of Honour's coach 
waited in the court ſhe opened a letter 
from Sir Philip, which determined her 
- what road to take, a point not decided on 


before. 
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Wcfore. He deſired, with her very firſt 
| 21ſure, ſhe would wait on the Dowager 
Þ ounteſs of St. Alban's, then at her villa 
ear town, on a matter of buſineſs, which 


_ We thus explained to Loretta as they drove 
18 [ long, accompanied by the little Agnes. 


is | 
Lou muſt know,” ſaid ſhe, © this 
WDowager Counteſs, to whom I am going 
Wo make court by order of my father, 1s, 

ith an excellent well diſpoſed mind, in 
Wl other conſiderations, one of the proudeſt 
omen in the world, and expects more 
Womage than Majeſty itſelf. The family 
Wnanſion is fituated in our neighbourhood, 
: . hough now totally neglected. Caſtle St. 
Aban's is a princely retidence, with- 
Wout any other inhabitant than ſervants to 
eep it in decent condition. 


* But this deſertion from our vicinity is 
not the worſt part of our complaint. There 
are certain portions of her jointure, which 

| | | he 
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ſhe has alſo the power of ſelling or be- 
queathing, that are intermingled with other 
fields belonging to one of my father's 
eſtates, which he wants to diſpoſe of, hav- 
ing a very advantageous offer, but cannot | 
conelude it without -permiflion for the pur- Wl 
chaſer to make a road through one of her 
fields; and it is to obtain this favour that I 
am now to try my intereſt. | 


“ My father and her Ladyſhip have till 
a great reſpect for each other, though it is 
ſixteen years ſince they met, of courſe ! 
cannot remember her; but I know when 
the late Lord died, the preſent was only 
ſixteen years old, and he has been of age 

en months. 


They fay he is extremely handſome, 
amiable, and accompliſhed, notwithſtand- 
ing that his mother would never ſuffer that 
he ſhould be abſent from her even to re- 


ceive his education at public ſchools, much 
leſs 
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W- could ſhe think of parting with him to 
| iſit foreign countries, ſo that to private 
Wnaſters alone, if report is to be credited, 
Wc is indebted for the moſt extenſive know- 
edge in the languages, men, and manners, 
Wodern as well as ancient, for more graces 
han the moſt graceful, and for greater phi- 
Wanthropy than commonly marks the eha- 
ers of young men of his age and conſe- 
Wuence,” 

b 3 thought ſhe had never ſeen her 
Lady half ſo agrecable as in theſe eaſy com- 
munications, and felt ſo much intereſted in 
Wt he fine qualities of Lord St. Alban, that 
me could not help wiſhing his Lordſhip 
night be attracted by the charms of Miſs 
Tilliſon, and that his might ſuperſede in 
her heart the image of Algernon Melbourn, 
whom having ſeen and approved, ſhe now 


defired might compleat his $ projected union 
with 2 Acres. 


Alas! 


— 


46 THE ORPHANS 


Alas! how little did ſhe ſuſpe&, that 
in conſulting what ſhe thought the hapvi 
neſs of her friend, ſhe unwillingly aſſaſſi by. 
nated the deareſt intereſt of her brother | 


The villa of Lady St. Alban was ſo ple. 
ſantly ſituated on the banks of the Thame: 
fothat Miſs Tilliſon and her beautiful attend 
ant being very ſufficiently engaged in ad 
miring the retreating objects, had no lei 

ſure for noticing thoſe which were ap 4 
proaching, or otherwiſe muſt have ſeeni 1 
long before they did ſee it, one that ven 

much ſurpaſſed them all. It was the ele 
gant Lord St. Alban, mounted on a hor 5 
whoſe figure did not diſgrace his own. * 
They never perceived him until he va N | 
paſſing them at about the centre of a ſtraighWi 
avenue, nor probably would have obſerve 
him then, but for the eagerneſs with which 
he looked into the carriage, fixing his fin 
eyes on the face of Loretta, as if he near 


» to leave them behind him. | 
C What 
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Wbat can make the man lere ſo?” 
8 bid the Maid of Honour. 

| « 

_ Ke can't conceive, Madam,” replied 
e Orphan of Snowdon, her cheeks co- 
Prred with blaſhes, 


e 
nd p Then, pray,” cont ped the firſt ſpeaker, 
ad ; take notice, through the back glaſs, what 
lei p þ the colour of his groom's coat, and whe- 
ap ver the lace on his hat be gold or filver.” 
cen ä 
ven Loretta did ſo, but ſuddenly drew back 
ele 


er head, and before ſhe could ſay what 

De had ſeen, the coachman, who at the 
Wequeſt'of Miſs Tilliſon had been moving 
owly along through the cachanting ſcenes 

hat every where ſurrounded them, put an 
rveS&ntire ſtop to the motion of his horſes, whilſt 

be equeſtrian hero preſented himſtIf by the 
ae of the royal coach, not in the form of 
nean Pn highwayman to demand money from the 
* but with looks and voice ſo 4 


mild, 


V hal 
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mild, ſo infinuating, that had he aſked fv; = 
hearts, the moſt timid and guarded of Dif. f | 
cretion's daughters (poſſeſſing ſuch article N 
unoccupied), would have found it impoſſi- 
ble not to have ſurrendered them. 


« I beg your pardon, Madam,” ſaid the 
ſtranger, gazing on Loretta, but ſpeaking | 
to Miſs Tillifon, © for my preſumption in 

ſtopping your carriage, that I might do my- 


ſelf the honour of- enquiring whither you | i 


are going, and if towards Kingſton, toi 
warn you againſt the danger of venturing 
over the bridge, which this very day has 
been pronounced inſufficient to bear the 
weight of ſuch an equipage as your's.” F 


I thank you, Sir, very ſincerely,” re- 
plied the young lady, © for your intentional M 
interpoſition between my ſafety and the ritk 
which might have threatened it had I pro- 
+ _ going further than Lady St. Alban's, 

which 


a 
a 
N 
, * 
3 
N Y 
. 


FE 
1 
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hich I underſtand is not more than a mile, 


or there my excurſion will terminate.” 


« Ah!” returned the ED * 
then how unfortunate am I to have the 


zppineſs of receiving ſo charming a viſitor. 


inued he with impetuoſity, © may I not 


Miſs Tillicon, on Giſboyering it was no 


modeſt timidity, which, without embar- 
VOL, III. DD raſſing 


þ nortification of informing you, Madam, 5 
3 hat chance is, on this occaſion, ſo much 
1 e enemy of my mother, as to protra the 


She is gone to paſs the whole day with a 
mily whoſe refidence is at the diſtance 

Pr twelve miles, and whither T was going, 
hen my good or evil fortune, as you, Ma- 
am, ſhall condemn or pardon my intru- 
Jon, threw me in your way. But,” con- 


e the honour of conveying n com- 
Wnanc arab 


SY. 


her than Lord St. Alban hanſelf by whom 
he was addrefied, betrayed that fort of 
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5 


rafling the thoughts, very much dignifics M lin 
the air and expreſſion of orators, eſpecial] I Th 
female ones. 'J 


A Chaos e 


The confuſion of Montgomery's'daugh- 
ter amounted to ſomething. more than ti- 
midity, whenever his Lordſhip's eyes were 
directed towards her, and ſhe wiſhed, with- 
cout knowing why, that the conference was 
over, but for the gratification of this with 
was deſtined to wait almoſt beyond the li- 
mits of her patience, being urged by pru- 
dence to fly a ſeducing object, the lan- 

guage of whoſt eyes adoring, but reſpect- 
ful, began to make her feel what ſhe had 
never felt before. Ves, the bumble Or- 
phan of Snowdon had dared to look upon || 

a pcer of the realm with that ſort of ſenti- 
ment with which peers' daughters only 
ſhould, have beheld him! Yet let not 
the rage of theſe authoriſed deſcendants of 
_ nobility fall on the defenceleſs head of our 

| pore little girl, as if ſhe had been the wil- 
. ling 
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Wing intruder on their prerogatives; when, 
n the contrary, ſhe was even unwilling to 
gaulge her new- born ſoftneſs at the ex- 
1 dence of diſcretion, who, figuratively 
y peaking, with one finger pointed to the 
eavens, with the other to the earth, to 
Whew the diſtance between the condition of 
peer and a peaſant. Neither can it be. 
ren ſaid that ſhe was in love with Lord 
; St. Alban: the partiality ſhe felt would 
have been the due of any other man, whoſe 
* haracter excited ſo much of her admira- 
tion before ſhe had ſeen his perſon ; at leaſt 
F ſo fondly thought Loretta: and whilſt ſhe 
Wis perſuading her conſcience that nothing 
-ean be more juſt than this opinion, we 
will return to the queſtion aſked by his 
Lordſhip, < May I not haye the honour of 


conveying your commands to my mo- 
| cher? 5 * 5 | 888 ha , 


« <1 Pork Woo. e Miſs Tillifon, 
with politeneſs equal to his own, © how 
D „ to 


ö 


ber to Lady St. Alban, yielded to his 
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to acquit myſelf of the obligation already 
incurred by your attention, my Lord, to 
our preſervation ; and now to accept. your is 
further ſervices would be ey to increaſe 3 
my debt.” 25 | : 


His Lordſhip perſt ſted; he faid, he was 4 
a man who wanted to be put into office, 
and if ſhe appointed him her ambaſſador, 
the reſtleſs ſpirit of his ninbition ould be i 


appeaſed. 

The Maid of Honour, convinced” that 
ſuch a champion was likely to inſure the 
| ſucceſs of her father's application through 


friendly remonſtrances; ordered the door 
wo be opened, the ſtep to be let down, and 
invited. him to enter the carriage, which 
- favour he accepted with avidity, ſeating 
himſelf oppoſite to Loretta, who neverthe- 
Hwy: came in for ſuch ſort of notice as 

| a. _—_ 


a* 


OF. SNOWDON. 53 


1 blind evidence would never dare been 
ole to dne him. 


The n moment his Lordſhip underſtood to 


ſe 
| b vhom he was ſo deſirous of being uſeful, 
Wc not only took the liberty of anſwering 
sor his mother's coincidence with the 

8 g viſhes of Sir Philip, but, on the former 

, £ cighbourhood of their two families, claim- 

c ed to bimſelf the privilege of an old ac- 
Wuwintance; and told Miſs Tillifon, before 
bey ſeparated; that he. ſhould ſhortly have 

it ; he honour. of attending his mother to ſoli- 

e eit in town the "renewal of that family 

h N friendſhip which had ſo happily a m 

is hc country. . 

r | | 7227 

d "Lark St. Alban was more than exact to 

h his word, ſor the very next day brought 

gem both to the Maid of Honour's apart: 

ment, when theCounteſs moſt graciouſly ac- 

ß <<ded to the requeſt of Sir Philip; and if all 

d 


parties were not equally ſatisfied, it was 
* 3 the 
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: 3 44 © * % al *. 
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the fault of Loretta, who, ſo far from! » 
| throwing herſelf in the way of attracting 5 
his Lordſhip's notice a ſecond time, was 
ſhut up in her own room, and there would Par 
have remained till their viſit ended, had . g 
her judgment been the ſole umpire of her WF: 
actions; but for theſe ſhe was accountable : 
to a ſuperior, who, however condeſcend- 
| ing, was ſtill es miſtreſs. 


hilft Miſs Tillifor was entertaiding by 
1 noble gueſt, a touch of the bell ſum- MW 
moned the fearful girl's attendance. She 
ſent the little Agnes as her ſubſtitute ; it 
was. only for a handkerchief; the ſame i 
pretty meſſenger returned with it to her i 
couſin, who giving her a kiſs (to which W 
was added one from each of her viſitors), 
| ſhe bade her tell Loretta to bring out a 
picture of Sir Philip which hung in her 
bed-chamber ; Lady St. Alban, on hearing 
the had one done by Sir Joſhua Reynolds, 
having expreſſed a defire to fee it. 
| Unable 
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| Unable to diſpenſe with this ſecond com- 
and as ſhe had ventured to do with the 
Wir, Loretta prepared to obey.” By pre- 
Waring to obey, I do not mean to ſay that 
Wc ran to the looking glaſs, adjuſted her 
1 Ep, or replaced it with one better adapted 


er 
le 1 o the toute enſemble of her features. No: 
d- tbe bumble daughter of Montgomery 


5 thought of nothing but how to quell the 
Wiſing perturbations, from which ſhe could 
Pot refrain, on finding ſhe muſt appear be- | 


12 
1- Wore Lord St. Alban himſelf, and Me. mo- 
de her of Lord 1 Alban. | 


If an ieh ſtart, and the burning 

; \ bluſhes which ſucceeded each other, when 
his Lordſhip heard the name of Loretta 
W firſt announced if ſuch ſyimptoms are ad- 
; mitted evidences of the fact itſelf, then it 


er nay be accredited that Lord St. Alban' J 
gperturbations were at leaft equal to, if not. 
„ üuurpaſſing, thoſe troubleſome ones ex pe | 


D 6 rienced 
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nenced by the trembling Orphan of ] 


| 
| 


5 e 


The ak, picture being. produced, 
inſpected, and declared a great likeneſs by 
the Counteſs, who had the politeneſs to 
" ſay ſhe perfectly remembered the counte- 
nance of Sir Philip, Miſs Tilliſon ordered i 
Loretta to carry it back, which ſhe did iſ 
with far greater avidity and pleaſure than 
ſhe had borne it thither. \ 


9 
vw 
* 


Much 3 as ; Lady St. Alban ex- 
2 preſſed for the work of Sir Joſhua, ſhe felt 
at the fight of Loretta that the works of 
his great Maſter were infinitely more ad- 
mirable; but not having obſerved that her 
7 ſan. was probably of the ſame opinion, the 
moment ſhe had withdrawn, cried out— 
ll ©, Good God! my dear Madam, I never 
8 faw any thing ſo handſome as your atten- 
dant. Pray, where did * meet with 
NF b 


© She 


87 
„ She was recommended to my mother 
2 Lady Acres, and I can with truth af. 
Wure your Ladyſhip, that her modeſty, pru- 
Wence, and fweetneſs of. temper is not at 
g ll inferior to the decided beauties” of her 
ö derfon. 


or SNOWDON. 


%, 


I. am glad to hear it, returned the 
ounteſs, or I might have feared for wand 
iicretion of my: ſon.” | 


= © Dear mother, what cauſe have I been 
Wo unhappy to give for theſe mortifying ap- 
prehenſions on my account?” faid his Lord- 
ſhip with a gay air under which he was ws | 
mg to conceal unutterable emotions. l 


I beg your hen St. Alban, ” ſhe re- 
pes, I never meant to leſſen you in the 
eſteem of Miſs Tilliſon; and, to do you 
Juftice, ſhe muſt allow me to declare ns. 
your conduct in every reſpect has made me 
the moſt fortunate of parents. But ob- 
„ ſerve 
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ſerye, young man, that when a ſemale ple- 
beian ſo armed for conqueſt happens to be Me 
unprincipled, ſhe is ſcarcely to be. looked 
at with Pony by the gay and giddy.” 


C „Ah! for Heaven 8 ſake ſtop, Madam! 
Why you are making the matter ſtill worſe; 
ſhould I venture unchaperoned to viſit our 
agreeable new friend, her doors might be 
ſhut againſt me as one of the gay gidd) 
tribe, unfit to be truſted with their own 
RR, 2 od 


n * * * SV * N 5 "WP * EDS * 2 GEV, I 
444 as Aarti, ,. p 
+ 
FINES 


Mis Tillifon anſwered with politeneſs M 
and good humour, that the eſtabliſhed ho- 
nour of Lord St. Alban, and the unble- 
miſhed reputation of Loretta Montgomery, 
ſhould be the vouchers for his welcome ad- 
miſſion, and, ſe her proger behaxiguy at all 
ee, Feen nan Wet! 1 


rs Ieh N a St, A 
bo, with a look ſo complicated that there 
| 2 
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as ſcarce a paſſion the ciphers of which 
ere not ſtamped on it, and in a voice ſo 
ems again repeated © Loretta Montgo- 
Wacry!” that the ladies, ſuppoſing him to 
de acting a part for their amuſement, 
vinced, by joining in it, how much they $ 
ere pleaſed with the drollery of his hu- 
Our, —<* We allow,” faid his mother, 


P 


be that the name is in uniſon with the har- 
nony of this little creature's beauty, and by 


he ſympathy of your pronunciation I ſhall 
ot be ſurpriſed ſhould you throw it into 
ompoſition, and expect hereafter that 
vw benever you fit down to your harpficord, 
Loretta Montgomery will be the. only 


F 
b 3 


Inſtead of anſwering his mother, he 
looked at his watch. Immediately ſhe had 
the goodnefs to comply with the hint this 
motion indicated, and after they were gone 
the Maid of Honour declared to her truly 
hanourable attendant, that ſhe thought the 
* 'D 6 character 
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character of Lady St. Alban was entirely 
_ miſunderſtood, and that what had been af. 
etibed to her as overbearing hapghtineſs, 
was the graceful expreſſion of a ſuperior 
. foul, and very ſuperior nnen 5 a 
„ 


Loretta, long beſore her Lady! s hour of 
rifing, leſt her pillow of repofe the next 
morning, (as ſhe often uſed to do when the 
weather was fair) and ſtepping into the 
Park, where, with the chattering Agnes by Wl 
her fide, ſhe enjoyed ſo many pleaſant 
turns up and down the unpeopled mall, that 

at laſt fearing ſhe had already infringed on 
ber ſervile duties, ſhe haſtened her pace to 
regain the palace, but met in her way an 
interruption ſhe. did not expect. Juſt at 
the gates ſhe was accoſted by Lord St. Al- 
ban, who, addrefling her with the ſame re- 
ſpect be would have obſerved in paying bis 
compliments to a Dutcheſs, detained her 
sa moment to enquire after her own and the 
= IS of of Miſs Tillifon. Short as it was, 
13 this 
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as interview gave her more pain than 
f. WW leaſure, and ſhe reſolved never again to 
s, * in ſolitary Wen walks. . 
or 


Agnes, ever playful, ran up faire before 
her, and about the middle of them, Loret- 
a, who was aſcending with more caution, 
becauſe more occupied in thought, heard 
he child fay, who is it, pray good wo- 
man you would ſpeak with?“ and bearing 
er own name announced by a voice which 
emed familiar to her car, ſhe looked from 
Wwhom it came, as of that ſhe had no recol- 
Wicction, and only ſaw a decent dreſſed old 
W woman, who told her, the had ſomething 
io communicate which ſhe would not be 
W forry to hear. Loretta defired, with great 
ſweetneſs, that ſhe would go away then, 
and return in an hour, when ſhe ſhould de 
nt leifure, or elſe that ſhe would wait in 
me ſervant's room, until her Lady was ſet 
down to breakfaſt, when, ſaid ſhe, I will 
come and take you to my own chamber. 

| 3 The 
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The ancient dame, whoſe bohnet entirely 
concealed her countenance, choſe the lat- 
ter. Agnes undertook to ſhew her the 


way, and the daughter of Montgomery at- 
tended at the toilette of Miſs Tilliſon. 


| Lotetta adi breakfaſted with her 
young Lady, and was particularly invited 
to do fo on this memorable morning, which 
| the modeſtly declined, not pleading any 
made up excuſe, but telling the truth, for 
in the purity of her mind there was no line 
between lies and prevarication, nor will 
ſach a difference ever be admitted in -any 
bofom where the ſhadow has nov entirely 
uſarped the ſubſtance of right rectitude. 


The Maid of Honor, hearing a woman 
waited to make ſome communication which 
Loretta ſeemed anxious to know, cheerfully 
difmiſſed her, and accepted the company of 
N at the tea _ in aa fiead, whilſt 
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Wc tripped away to give the audience 
Wagerly looked for by the old woman. 


« Miſs,” ſaid the ſimple creature, & are 
ou ſure it is you your own ſelf to whom I 
m going! to diſcloſe my buſineſs? 


4 ve ery certain, Madam,” ſhe . 
miling, and my name is Loretta Mont- 
gomery.“ 


God bleſs Saint Taffy!” cried the 
dame, how you are grown out of all 
84 nowledge!ꝰ“ | | 


a IA tun . n 


13 Why have you ever r ſcen me bebe, 
gooc Woman 4 


* 
1 ; * '; 


1 


| « Aye, Many af many a time when you 


ly. Nuſed to come and weep, and cry, and la- 
of ment . over my ous dcar Rs like 
ſt 


miſtreſs. TJ TR bi ret 
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Loretta now recollected the face of ber 
' mother's attendant, flew into her arms, ut- 
_ tered a loud ſcream, and fainted on her 
boſom! - A bottle of water ſtanding near Mut 
the terrified Welch matron, ' ſhe caught it 
up and uſed it diſeretionally till ſhe ſaw the 
blood revifit thoſe lovely cheeks, lips, and 
nails, it had fo abruptly forſaken, and heard Ml 
her weakly. nn. 80 3 my mother 
live?“ 


= X 


That ſhe does, ſweet Miſs, and is as 
well taken care of as * can n with.” FR 


„ Thank God, thank God!” ck the 
| offeQionate girl, burſting into - tears— 
« where is ſhe? Does ſhe ſpeak ? Does 
ſhe move? — Will ſhe know her child? — 
e Nag nl 2 „ 5 
26 « Wi in the "ne you, Miſe? Why what 
ſhould binder her? She is as ſenſible as any 
Chriſtian of ſpeech; I am ſure there is no 
abies"; | ; lack, 


"5 3 TH 


n DE F E ow —_ N p0 
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5 ck, and as to moving, why ſhe has not. 
St fill ever fince the Squire came to tell 
er, poor dear foul! that it ſhould go hard 
ut what he would find you out this morn- 

dg, having heard ſay that you lived head 
aid with one of the royal family. And ſo 
| fell out juſt as the Squire ſaid it would, 
nd he came. with me and ſhewed me the 
ſtairs where I was to go up, and told 
e what I was to ſay, and moreover. beg- 
d, Miſs, that you would make 1 
L to go tome to your mother,” N. 


4 
o — 4" 162 


as 


„Oh, . to her! Dear good erca- 
re lead me to her!” exclaimed the half 

Fantic Orphan of Snowdon.— Then _ 
Ing to recollect herſelf, “wait an inſtant, “ 
e added, and ran into her Lady's apart- 
Wnent, who ſtarted with aſtoniſhment to ſee. 
he change which had taken place in her 
W ppearance, but was ſtill more confounded 
rhen proſtrate at her feet ſhe intreated 


n 2 n * 3h 


whom 


per iſſion to- rejoin a long loſt mather, _ 
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whom God had reſtored, and to whom ſhe * 
es urg n e ſuminoned. 1 | 


+ 
- 


Miſs Tillifon "raiſed, and ſtrove to re 
compoſe Ler agitated attendant ; but that 
being impoſſible in her preſent perturbed 

condition, ſhe readily gave leave of abſence, 
telling her the little Agnes ſhould officiate 
for her during the time requiſite for the 
arrangement of her affairs, and begged ſhe 
would by no means haſten her return until 

it ſuited her convenience. 8 


— 


ir Logic ĩ ĩ§?W»»ĩ ðͤ pa ne ng 


"Luckily for Loretta ſhe had not taken off 
her hat 'and cloak after coming from the 
Park, or ſhe would certainly have ran 
through the inner courts without either, 
which would unavoidably have attracted a 
multitude of ſpectators, and might have 
given riſe to a great deal of ſcandal, which 
no where flouriſhes ſo rapidly as in n the _ 
ee of: 10 rp ä 


9 
— 


* 
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Pant the very winds in ſwiſt- 
es, Loretta, borne on the pinions of filial 
1 uty, had almoſt paſſed the laſt guard, 
ben Martha Watkins (by which name we 
e hereaſter to recognize the tender nurſe 
Montgomery s unfortunate widow), not 
Wcing able to keep pace with her fleetneſs, 
oF alled out, my would apt | 


= <  Lack-6-duify1 ! Mig cen A pant- 
Ig for breath, why, where would you 
go without me to ſhew you the way? Be- 
des, I have a coach waiting Juſt yonder, 
n which I rode here, and you are to ride 
home, for we have a good ler before . 
A in ſee n mother.“ | 

Being ſeated in the hackney coach, Lo- 
Wrctta, as well as her impatience would per- | 
mit, aſked a thouſand unconnected queſ- 
tions, which were anſwered in a manner 
altogether as unconnected; yet out of 
thoſe 'fy abroad replies Loretta colleted 
0 wWunt 
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* : . 
, what we ſhall now relate for the informs Wc 
Jane. 0 | BH 


Aber the laſt tarlul viſit Loretta bad oth 
| the ſolitary cottage, in company with Mrs, = 
| _! Ofinond, the poor maniac was obſerved by 
| baer Keeper frequently to open her lips, a 
E3-/ --- ſpeaking inwardly; and inſtead of fitting 
the whole day in one ſpot, and in one poſ-iif 
ture, ſhe now wandered about from place 

to place, as if een — _ wa b 
of refileſſves, | 


— 


= -- a This ſort of . Martha obſerved 

l was a worſe trouble than the firſt, becauſe 
ſhe durſt not loſe fight of her ſor ſear off 
miſchief, and always locked her up in the 

parlour when obliged to go out for the little 
| ee of life. a | 


Sir William Janes; os he firſt fixed 
prov there, charged that none ſhould be 
admitted, on any pretence whatcyer, into 
The 
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ae cottage, or even fo near it as that the 


ance of curioſity might catch a glimpſe 
its blank but beautiful inhabitant, per- 
aps to penetrate the myſtery of his crime, 
Prit is the fate of guilt always to firogyle ; 
With the torments of ans trend | 


. 
f 


* 


1 1 , l 4 „ =» 
„ 
2 8 2 
. 
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It was the dread of his father's us die. 
ire: which at firſt taught him the intrica- 
es of caution, and When his father” died, 
e neglected, or forgot, to enlarge the 
J ounds of his former regulations, and Mar- 
f a would ſubmit to perpetual impriſon- 
: ent rather than infringe on the ert * 
r e a Oe", "RR 


| | , [ f, 
| * * 
F 


The next aheratioi noticed bi the care- 
ul attendant operating on the fenſes of her 
ble: charge was a certain fretfulneſs' by 
Way, and ſleepleſſneſs at night. She no 
Wonger mechanically eat what was ſet before 
er, 5 pe Ivy eee 
into ſullen 


: 4 
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ſullen diſpleaſure, and when in bed wept 
ſighed, and moaned till the hour of ifing 5 


| She had „ in this. 2 ſtat IF 
foveral weeks, when one day, being mon 
quiet than uſual, Martha, who had lately 
very much neglected her work in the gar. 
den, went gut to dig, ſow, and weed, lea 
ing her patient in the parlour, unreſtrained f 
l or bolt. What harm, thought 
ſhe, * can happen, and I fo near a 
hand?“ 


4 
— E — 


0 engaged in * e of hay ve-· 
getable family, ſhe returned no more to 

the houſe till ſhe thought it time to- pre- 
pare dinner. In the whole, ſhe thinks, ſhe 
might have been employed ſomething more 
chan two hours, when, placing her ſkillet 
on, the fire, waſhing her hands, and tying 
on a. clean apron, ſhe walked into the par- 
four, nor was, much ſurpriſed to. find the 
cage door open, and the bird flown, Sup- 
poſing 


1 4 
Y 

C 4 1 
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ing her to have relapſed, into one of her 
bling fits, ſhe. looked for her in every 
ner of the little cottage, but not ſeeing. 


ai: there, half diſtracted, ran back into 
Ine 4 garden, hoping ſhe might have con- 
ely lied herſelf ſomewhere thereabouts.— 
ar- 1 as! after the moſt diligent fearch, what 
u. ame of poor Martha, when this MO 
ed arge was no where to be n I cl 
cht : | 12 Gy "SE wy . 
at A] She. was every when at obgergng this 
down the ane racing round hedges: 
: looking into ditches—now wringing her, 
e- ods, and lamenting her own careleſſneſs, 
„ow fereaming ſor affifiance-nabody; 


Ward her voice, ſo nobody could come to, 
2 aſſiſtance. Oh ?” cried the wretched; 


he 
ne WL artha, ſinking down at the foot of a tree 
let the lane fide, <* what account ſhall, I. 


ve of my ſtewardſhip, when that great and. 
Wood Lady (meaning Mrs: Oſmond). comes 
d take her away? Or what ſhall 1 ſay to 
y generous matter ? - She is as ſure car- 


ED: ried 
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ried alive into heaven, as St. Taffy was WM 
Welſhman! But if 1 tell them ſo the 
will not believe me, becauſe I did not hay 3 
pen to ſee it with my own 1 Ah! wolf 
ime ! woe is me 1” YI 


— /t 


Aenne det r ; 
tered the lane from the road, attracted bl 


i theſe bitter lamentations, ran till he came ii 
the ſpot where ſhe was fitting ; and havin b 
heard her diſaſtrous tale, ſaid he had ſeei. 
juft ſuch a woman as ſhe deſcribed a lit! 
way out of Briſtol, who was drefled all iii 
white, with a handkerchief tied over heft 
head; and that it ſtruck him ſhe' muſt bl 
out of her mind, becauſe many | peopl{i 
ſpoke to her, but ſhe would not ftop toll 
make them an anſwer ; flying on at ſuch i 
rate, that, if ſhe-did not ſlacken her pace, 
the flecteſt runner in Briſtol would find k 
Woe to n ec 


1 


— 


”: of 
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© God be praiſed !” cried Martha, clap- 
; . ling her, hands together, and ſtarting up 
om the lap of earth ;—* God be praiſed! 
ld as I am, we will try that preſently.” 


The man offered to go back and put her 
to the right road, which ſhe thankfully 
ccepted ; telling him, if God did not re- 
ard him fe would; and, ſeeming to caſt 
ff the burden of her years, away they trot- 
ed together, firſt locking the door, and 
aying ſhe would never open it again, un- 
eſs it was to let in her loſt angel. 

Her conductor having brought Martha 
to the road which leads from Briſtol to 
Path, would have left her to proceed 
one, but ſhe beſought him ſo piteouſſy to 
oa little further, and let her lean on his 
f being ready to ſink with fatigue, that 
e could not find in his heart to reſiſt the 
mpulſe of compaſſion ; fo he went a little 
. and ſtill a little further, ſtopping 
vol. III. E to 
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to aſk every foot-paſſenger about the poor 
runaway. Some had ſeen her, others not; f 9 
the laſt of whom ſaid © Yes;” he had ſeen 
juſt ſuch a perſon three miles further on- 
that ſhe was ſitting by the road ſide tha 
he ſpoke to her, but that ſhe made him nuf 
anſwer. | f 


What ſhall we do now ?” cried Mar. 5 
tha, ſobbing. I can't walk three miles I 
if it was ever ſo !“ | 1 


An empty cart from Briſtol came in 
fight, and her good-natured companion 
ran back to meet it, when finding it was 
going the right way, he aſked the carter if . 
be would give the old woman a caſt, toi 
which he readily aſſented. She mounted 
into it with joy—promiſed him a ſhilling 
for his kindneſs—rewarded her firſt guide 
with half-a-crown—and proceeded onward, 
tranſported with her good fortune. 


7 


e And 


— 
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"2 And now, Miss,“ cried honeſt Mar- 
a, now comes the beſt of my ftory— 
cn 


q S: by then I got up to my poor, dear miſ- 
ess, a fine gentleman—God bleſs hin — 
Who was riding along in his own carriage, 
ring pity on her condition, he and his 
Wan were lifting her into it as carefully as 
ey would have done a ſucking baby !” 


WF <© BleG him !—blefs him heaven!“ ex- 
8: aimed Loretta, whoſe tears had not ceafed 
3 > flow during Martha's long harangue ; 
ee ſenſe of which we have connected to- 


_ ; ether, but lopped off all ſuperfluous round- 
* 5 bouts that rendered it almoſt unintelli- 


Fiblce. 


% You need not, Miſs,” faid Martha, 

bleſs this good gentleman fo ſoon, or 

bat will you have to ſay, when ] tell you 
bat he carried us both to a doctor's houſe, 
Who preſently cured your mother: beſides, 
5 came every day to ſee us; and when my 
= miſtreſs 
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miſtreſs could ſpeak, ſhe told him, por 
dear ſoul, that ſhe had dreamed how hal 
ſon. Lewis and her daughter Loretta cam 
to her, and an angel with them, who fail 
they ſhould come again.” 


« An angel, indeed !” cried Loretta. 
ce It was our guardian angel !—lt was Mr 
_ Oſmond!” 


Why, ſo I told her, Miſs,” repliet 
Martha, - impaticntly——< but you mul 
not put me out fo often, or I ſhall forge 
myſelf. Let me ſee—where am LO 
© Who ſaid they ſhould come again.” Andi 
then ſhe dreamed that they did come 
again, and ſaid as how they would go to 
London. So when I aſſured her it was noi 
dream, but all as natural as life, nothing 
could pacify her but that ſhe alſo muſt go 
to London. So what does I but tell thei 
gentleman, next day, that he might 2 
well waſh a black-a-moor white as think 

to 


s — 
— 
— 2 —— 


— 
1 


[ do her any good, if ſhe was not let to 


I n way ſhe had ſure enough; for the 


W name is Arnold) gave me money to pay 
a poſt-chaiſe all the way to London, for 
ad knows I had left all mine behind me, 


[rs 


out former times, and about dear Snow- 


could ſee the tops of them, and they 


emed to me as natural as if they were my 
Ir relations. | 
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e her own way. And fo, at laſt, her 


ire (as I am ſure he muſt be, though I 
er heard tell of his pedigree, only that 


my tumults, and he ſent his man a 
Wrſc-back, to ſhew us to a lodging, and- 
t another doctor for my miſtreſs, all at 
Ws own expence; ſo that, by and by, ſhe 
as much in her right mind as the doc- 
r himfelf, and would talk and weep ſo 


on, that it did my poor old heart good 


bear her, becauſe I loved the place, for. 
ough I did not live under the mountains, 


E8 «© Now © 


. 
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Now don't ſpeak, Miſs. I fee youſ 
are going to open your mouth; but I han: 
done yet; for when the ſquire came toi 
London, _ ſaw my miſtreſs look dead!; 
pale, and thin, and rejected, he ſaid Lo- 
don did not agree with her, and to carried 
us away to Hampſtead, here we hae 
been only a forinight ; and it was but a 
night that he come to tell your mother he 
had ſome news of you, and contrived how 
- LEfhauld ride out to fetch: you this morning. 
He alſo demeaned himſelf ſo deſperately, 
that he rode by my ſide, poor old woman as | 
am !—þbrought me to the door of the King' 
palace, and ſhewed me the very ſtairs I was 
to go up. But, Lord help me! what 
ſhould I have done without a guide ?—for 
had any body elſe told me, that old tat- 
| tered-down houſe was his Majeſty's dwel- 
ling-place, I ſhould have believed they 
were jcering, and fo have gone, at laſt, 
without my mod” 8 _ No, Miss, 

ä you 
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you may ſpeak, if you pleaſe, for I have, 


= done.” 


« One word more,” cried Loretta, be- 
ſore you are filent. Does this god-like 
Mr. Arnold often viſit my adorable mo- 
ther?“ 6 8 


« Why yes, Miſs; we generally ſees 


him once or twice a week. He is quite a 


father to her, as a body may fay ; forghough 
not ancient enough to be her father, he is 
always fo glad when he finds her pretty 
well, and ſo ſorry if ſhe is mopiſh or me- 


lancholy, that for all the world he . 
her like a ſpoilt child.“ 


By this time they were aſcending the 
hill that leads to Hampſtead, a road Lo- 
retta had neyer travelled before, when 
Martha directing hor eye to an upper win- 
dow, in a very decent-looking houſe, ſhe 
ore beheld, and knew again, at the firſt * 


E 4 glance, 
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glance, her reſtored but emaciated mother, Nei 
anxiouſly looking out, as if to watch for i 
their arrival. 


Preſently the coach ſtopped, and in an- 
other moment the mother and daughter 
were in the embraces of each other! 


But, oh! reader—gueſ# what was the 
condition of the latter, on finding that her 
arms ggcloſed only the breathleſs body of 
her parent She had fainted; with 
exceſs of bliſs——Exceſs of bliſs recalled 

her to life it was revived in her fleet- 
ing foul by the touch, the tears, the voice 
WES. - of Loretta | 


The pale maternal cheek, faded by ſick- 
neſs, reſted on the ſoft boſom of filial fond- 
neſs! They prefied fo cloſe to the heart 
of 4 other, as ſeemed to ſay, no force 
ſhall ever divide us! For ſome moments 
neither uttered a ſyllable, but their looks. 

| were 

* 
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were a thouſand times more touching, more 
eloquent, than ſpeech 


At laſt finding vent, it burſt from the 
lips of the widowed parent, in theſe ſhort 
expreflions. © Child of my love child 
of my beloved huſband my dead—dead 
Montgomery!“ A pauſe, a terrible pauſe 
ſucceeded. Then again—* My ſon — 
your brother !—Poor, poor Lewis!“ 


He is well, dcareſt, dear mother!“ 
ſaid Loretta. | 


% Enough !” cried ſhe, with marked 
feebleneſs. I can at preſent ſupport no 
additional weight to my felicity. I ſee my 
Loretta I hear from her that my Lewis 


is in exiſtance! Lead me—lead me — for 
1 can bear 0 more ! 7 


A ſervant (hired by order of their gene- 
rous protector, to aſſiſt Martha in family 
E5 manage- 
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management, that the whole of her cares 
might devolve on her invalid miſtreſs) was 
now ſummoned to attend. The widow of 
Montgomery was conveyed to bed, from 
the fide of which if any motive in the world 
could have dragged the dutiful Loretta, it 
might have been found in the dread of of- 
fending her young Lady, who would infal- 
libly expect her home before it was dark; 
yet ſhe reſolved not to leave her mother 
that night, at all events, therefore pro- 
Eured a meſſenger, by whom the ſent a po- 
lite and humble note to the Maid of Ho- 
nour, requeſting that -ſhe might be per- 
mitted to remain at Hampſtead till the 
next morning; to which, by return of the 
man who carried her petition, ſhe received 
a verbal reply ſo much to her ſatisfaction, 
that ſhe had nothing to diſturb her thoughts 
the reſt of that day and night, except the 
fears which ſhe could not but entertain on 
the precarious ſtate of her mother's health ; 
even theſe fears gave way to hope, when 
CY ſne 
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ſhe ſaw her in the courſe of a few hours 
not only able to fit up, but even to enter 
into the moſt mtereſting converſations with 
a degree of compoſure which her ſhattered 
neryes did not ſeem to promiſe. 


The next day ſhe had the happineſs to 
find this dear parent fo much better, that 
her repugnance to leave her for the ſhort 
time neceſſity required very much leſſened; 
and with a light heart ſhe repaired to the 
Maid of Honour's apartment, to whom ſhe 
unfolded her own ſituation, and that of her 
mother's, ſo far as did not involve in her 
communication any thing militating againſt 
the promiſe tho had made to Lady Acres, 
never to quote her name, or that of her 


lite affairs were brought forward. 


precluded the fulneſs of confidence, Lo- 


daughter's, on any occaſion in which her 


Notwithſtanding. the prohibition which 


retta told her artleſs tale with ſuch grace- 
* E 6 fal 
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ful ſimplicity, ſuch lively energy, ſuch im- 
preſſive candour, as found a favourable 
paſſage to the very ſoul of her ſympathiz- 
ing miſtreſs, who, ſo far from wiſhing to 
detain her from an immediate attendance 
on an invalid parent till ſhe could ſuit her 
own convenience by engaging another ſer- 
vant, when Loretta offered to remain for 
that purpoſe, Miſs Tilliſon abſolutely. re- 
fuſed. - wy; oy 


e No, my good Loretta,” ſaid ſhe, with 
tears in her eyes, © if I were capable of 
exacting ſuch a facrifice from you, it would 
be an impeachment of thoſe ſentiments 1 
feel for my own parents. Return, then, 
to your mother with my beſt wiſhes; and 
if all your care to preſerve a life ſo precious 
ſhould fail of ſucceſs, or if ſhe recayers, 
you ſhould then deſire a ſituation ſuch as 


a. ſuperior duty now forces you to. relin- 


quiſh, be aſſured, the correct propriety of 
7s conduct has entitled you to my pa- 
6 * tronage, 


— 
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tronage, and to the protection of my fa-, * 
mily.” . n 


#- % 


4 1 | | ; 

Loretta, penetrated with - gratitude, ex- $ i 
preſſed much, but felt iMinitely more tha * 
ſhe expreſſed, and ſoon haſtened back to 
Hampſtead, her little wardrobe conſidera- 
bly increaſed by the Maid of Honour's 
bounty, who condeſcended to ſalute her at 
parting ; whilſt many were the kiſſes ſhe 
received in the tearful adieus of her epgage 


ing ow 5 * 


Every moment appeared an age to the 
affectionate daughter of Montgomery until 
reſtored to the arms of her _ impaſſioned 
mother, whom ſhe found not only riſen 
from her bed, but dreſſed fo exactly neat, 
and with ſo chearful a countenance, that 
Loretta could not, or would not, diſcover 
under the blaze of animated beauty. thoſe 
traces of AP. "which muſt have 


been 


ee * 
. 1 © 4 ef) &-t 
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been extremely viſible _ leſs intereſted 0 
obſerver. 5 h 


* 4 % 9 
* 1 
* " 


| * My life — my love!“ faid the fond 
parent, you ard very good in coming 
back to me fo ſoon. But muſt I loſe you 
again | Muſt you return to your mil. 


* 


reſs 
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No, dear mother, nos Never, never 
more ſhall you loſe fight of your happy 
Loretta! Miſs Tilliſon has the beſt heart, 
and the beſt parents, in the world. She 
judges of my fituation by what her own 
would be on the fame occafion, and has 
therefore diſmiſſed me with marks of ap- 
n inſtead of diſpleaſure.” 


DELSA A OI EO ST PRES ATTY 


100 ah beloved child !”* cried ſhe, with 
a ſmile of anguiſh, ho gracious are the 
diſpoſitions of Providence !—how juſt the 
Diſtributor of good and evil! The wicked 
pull us down, but the righteous ſet us up! 

One 
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One ſtranger deſpoiled other frunge 


have on me!“ 
* 


0 Deareſ mother,“ interrupted Loretta, 
tears ſtreaming down” her cheeks, © theſe 
heart-rending ſubjects, I am ſure; you can- 
not bear them now ! Oh! m pity to 
ourſelves, let us ſorget the paſt, rejoice * 0 
the preſent, = hope in the future!“ 


FT 42s 


« You are right, my love; fond diſtant s 
time will better aſſort with retroſpection : . 
but there is no cauſe why we are to be 
filent on the preſent. Hadſt thou come 
from town a little ſooner, I could have 
ſhewn thee the moſt perfect of God's 
works !—Such a being! -The unoſtenta- 

tious friend of mankind 1 
of thy mother!“ 


Oh! for what vaſt ſams ue 
neſs, cried Loretta, am I his debtor 
Why, why was J not here to caſt myſelf at 


4 


* | 
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his feet—to' teſtify my thanſkſulneſs—to 
expire in the ſweet tumults of gratitude, at 
the knees of this heaven. directed . of 
wy PreciouF parent * 


1 
* 


. 
4z 


« Ic your emotions are ſo very ſtrong, 
my child, before you have ſeen this won- 
' Werful man, the ſenſibility of your nature 
will make me tremble. for your innocent 
—— when you do ſee him.“ 

2 

« Ah J. deareſt mother, you have no- 
thing to fear on that account. I loved Sir 
William Jones, becauſe he loved 5, and 
becauſe he is alſo the patron of our dear 
Lewis; and may I not love another with 
as much ſafety as I have done Sir William 
A beg his pardon—I mean Lord Temple- 
vale? Surely I may !—and am fo well 
convinced of my own ſtrength, that I wiſh 


it coulg be put to the teſt this very 1 mo- 


* 


„usedom 89 
„Well, the,” ſaid her delſchted mo- 
her, „my poor Loretta, your impatience 
ill, I am ſure, very ſoon be ſatisfied, for 
r. Arnold condeſcends to look in on the 
bject of his benevolence always twice, p 
ometimes thrice, a week. He came hi- 
her this morning on a new errand of mer- 
y: he was anxious to know the ſtate of 
my health, being doubtful how I might 
have ſuſtained that almoſt inſupportable 
veight of ſelicity che himſelf bad headed 


FFP ˙ A TED TREND. - 
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* 50 me, in bringing to my embraces a ＋ ' = 
child ſo loſt !-=fo Wund 1 atnable 1— __ 
ſo wy 1 1 . ba, | 
s 3. % *< TY i | 


nee w ich affection; their arms en- 
twined— their boſoms met their faces 
united and, ſor the ſpace of ſeveral mis i 
nutes, joy had no other language than 'the = 
eloquence of tears to evince its ad. w6.ar } 


H % . _ 


* 
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Before this . day ella the hap- my 
Py hy Loretta's mother made — "x 
over wu 
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over and Ger, every tranſtction of a hit 
Wort, but ſo eventful, that, though not 
given in ſtrong colouring, it was often to 
much for the bearings of maternal. fond. 


nels. ET I OD 


"Many ho in ah kak ale — 55 
"neceſlary, but theſe, were filled up by ex 
n from the agitated heart of Mont- 
gomery's widow, of exalted invocations to 
ified | ſpirit of Mig. Oſmond, and 

big with bleſfings on the ſurviving friends 
-* f her darling children; amongſt which 
number the name of Sir William Jones 
was often pronounced in ſuch terms of ex- 
quite gratitude, as, could that penitent 
ſoul have conceived, would have hl + it 
with daggers dipped in — 
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— 2 reaſon of Loretta $ 
mothep was unable to furniſh one ſingle 
* tranſaction which bad paſſed in the long 
24 * | black Wann deſertion; neither, if ſhe could 


have 
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have brought her recollection to any point, 
would her tenderly fearful daughter have * 
let her indulge in the an, — 


tion. * * 


The mot ml affecting parts of 
thoſe ſoul-felt converſations reverted to tha 
death of poor Montgomery; though Lo- 
retta ſoftened every cireumſtance of the - 
lation he made to his children beſore that 
unhappy event took place; yet it made ſo 
great an impreſſion on the ſpirits of his de- 
ploring relic, that ſhe went early to bed; 
when "4 
dreſſed letters ſeverally to her Brother, to 
Ireland, and to the Lodge, feeling her fe- 
lieity incompleat till communicated to thoſe» 
dear friends, ſo linked to her affeQions 7 
nature, friendſhip, and gratitude, | 


1 
The variable and ever- turning wheel of ®, 
life now thröws up blanks, now indiſcri- 
oy caſts up prizes] and the ſame fia # 
Kle * 


ſtationed by her fide, ad- 4 
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kle deſtiny, which one moment preſents 
+ the golden | goblet ſparkling with. joy, is 


preparing for the next the black and bitter 
portion of * 


* 


* 


Loretta ſaw only the reſtoration of her 
" ata mother to the grand privilege of ra- 
tional creatures, and to her ſociety ; but 
_ the hectic mantle which covered the ad- 
* yanices. of a ſoc, threatening the demolition 
of al her high-raiſed-hopes of laſting hap- 
pineſs—that*cruel diſguiſe of glowing ver- 
milion, under which lurked the pale tyrant 
2 Death——through that ſhe did not diſ- 
cern. She looked forward to the eſtabliſh- 
ment of perfect bealth as to an event no 
leſs certain than neceſſary to her own hap- 
pineſs, aud the felicity of the equally af- 
fectionate Lewis. 
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* The Neund. day of her removal to 

Hlampſtead, as ſhe ſatyby tie bed- ſide of 
* . preparing her breakfaſt, a bil- 
let 
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* 

let was delivered to her.“ Here, Miſs,“ » 
cried Martha, in a low voice, her patient 
being ſtill ſleeping, and before ſhe gave it to 
Loretta“ here 1s preferment for you! 

This letter, which ſmells for all the world 
like a noſegay, comes from the good 
ſquire. His own man brought it, and ſays 
he muſt haye an anſwer, © So, Lord love 
you, do make haſte, for this is none of 


your every day luck, (you 8 be fure 
that!“ | 


« Ah!” replied Loretta, what com- 
wands can the gracious preſerver of my 
mother lay on her grateful daughter that 
it will not be my glory to obey? But firſt 
let me pay the homage-due to ſupreme—. 
to god-like humanity !—this good, this 
generous man! He will not ſee my 
bluſhes! and ſhe preſſed 1 the ame * 
ſeal to her lips. LS 


11 


5 Suppoſe 
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„ *< Suppoſe he was to ſee thom, Mits,” ie 
* ſaid Martha, what would be the harm iſ 
of that ?—Why, he would only like you = 
the better for it, I warrant'ye—for a more 
modeſter gentleman my eyes never beheld. MF" 
My other maſter, who brought me out 
of Wales, God bleſs him, I did not mind 
half fo much as I minded the ſquire; nor 

© uſed to quake and ſhake if he ſpoke to me, e 
becauſe as Fe always ſeemed a little wrong- a 
headed, and 7 was in my right wits, wby Ml 


I thought we were more equal, as a body Ne 
may ſay ; for if he was more richer, I was of 
more ſolider. But the ſquire—if I did but He 
look the ſquire in the face, I ſhould be all dr 
over in'a tremble, and turn as red as fire: te 
and then I would beg his honour's pardon; 

L 


and he would ſay, © Modeſty can never 
give me offence, Mrs. Martha: take ſpe- 

dial care bf your miſtreſs, and you then are 

" ſure of my good word. No, it was not 
word, neither; it was Mrs. Martha, take 


eure of your miſtreſs, and you may be cer- 
tiſied 


I 


, oo 
&: « % 
* 
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ified of my good opinion. — No, no- one 
ould think I was bewitched—it was not 
ertified-—but it was Mrs. Martha, take 


are of your miſtreſs, and you maybe cer- 
ain of my good opinion. ; 4 


&. 


Whilſt Martha was ſettling accountg 


Wrcntly employed, in the contemplation of 
vote, the ſtrange contents of which over- 
Wwhelmed her with aſtoniſhment ; and per- 


. of her heart, at leaſt if the tears whith 
flowed down her cheeks, and inftarfly 


ment was the leaſt cauſe of her ſudden con- 
W fuſion !—as ſhe read what follows: 

e When firſt 1 ſaw you, amiable Lo- 
retta, in the Maid of Honour'#eoach, your 
likeneſs to an afflicted female united to my 
heart by the ties of reſpectful ſympathy, 

| | _ - truck 


with her memory, Loretta was very diffe- 


haps that was not the ſtrongeſt exprefſion 


dried up by conſcious blaſhes, are admit» 
ted in evidence; then, indeed, aftoniſh- 
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ſtruck on my imagination with ſuch foret 
* ' that I believed it poſſible you might be he 
daughter. Perhaps I examined your coun 
tenancg with a degree of attention, which 
— nothing could excuſe but the ſincereſt in 
Fereſt I had taken in the reinſtatement 0 
% Mrs. Montgomery's peace, oontinually im. 
« pared by anxiety for the fate of a child ſ 
tenderly beloved. OO 
3s co llt8" 4. =: 6 FT. „ ; 
My hopes were confirmed when 1 at f 
tended my mother to the apartment 'M 
| Mis Tilliſon, where I had the good for- 
tue to ſee you a ſecond time, and to hear 
your name announced by that Lady; 
name made familiar to me by the frequent 
repetition of an unhappy parent! 


— 
— 
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« If the ſteps I have ſince taken to 
bring about the tender re- union, in which 
I find, by, your mother's account, you have 
both been ſo exquiſitely gratified; if my 
reſpect ſor her, and for you, may entitle 

me 


tle 


me to a claim on the fair Loretta's grati- 

tude, the only terms I fthall preſume to 
make for my own advantage 1s, that ſhe 

will have the goodneſs to become my ad- 

vocate, and plead for the pardon of a man 

who has dared to act with duplicity, by 

impoſing his very limited ſervices to Mrs. 

Montgomery, not under a feigned name, 

Arnold, being that of my family; but by 

veiling my real rank in obſcurity. I feared, 

on the recovery of your mother's recollec- 
tion, ſuch a diſcovery might ſet me at a 
greater diſtance from that friendſhip with 
her, which it was my ambition to culti- 
yate ; for it is the misfortune of ſuch local 
diſtinctions, to raiſe imaginary obſtacles 
againſt mutual confidence, except the way 
is paved by equality. | 


« Obſerve, madam, that I now addreſs 
you in the character of my gentle coun- 
ſellor, who is to ſpeak for me at the bar of 
mercy; therefore, I muſt, in juſtice to my 
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cave, declare whatever is moſt likely to 


obtain a favourable ſentence for a very Pe 
nitent offender. 


© 4 Know: then, that beſides my deſire di 


engaging the kindneſs of your mother, un. 
incumbered by ceremony, I had a ſecond 
motive for the innocent deception. 

It will be difficult for you to compre. 
hend, that in the circles to which I an 
confined, he who dares to act contrary to 
the eſtabliſhed cuſtoms of that circle, muſt 

prudently keep his eccentricities to him. 

lf, or become the ſubject of ridicule to 
his companions. This leſſon experience 
bad taught me before I was ſo happy as to 
render myſelf of uſe to Mrs. Montgomery; 
from her prudence I had nothing to feer; 
but the good -loquacious Martha, who 
Squires me at every word, would moſt cer- 


tainly have made my Lordſhip the ſubject 
of her diſcourſe. This I endeavoured to 


ts | avoid; 
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avoid; for pure as were the motives of my 
attachment to your ſtill beautiful mother, 
there are young men who would have fup- 
poſed they did me honour in giving a more 
ſelfiſh turn to the frequency of my viſits to 
that reſpectable woman. 


Adieu! madam; I wait with impa- 
tience for a paſſport to your preſence, with- 
out it, I dare not approach the abode of 
happineſs. I aſk alſo for a little longer to 
be received as Arnold, whoſe paſt conduct 


ſhall anſwer for the future honour, eſteem, 
and fidelity of 


St. ALBAN.” 

The feeble mother of Loretta, opened 
her eyes juſt as Loretta had a third time 
began to feaſt her's with lines of ſo rieli an 
import, as ſeemed to pourtray in the mind 
of one man, and that one, Lord St. Alban, 
all the graces, all the virtues, that Nature - 
ever brought in combination together. 


F 2 6c My f 


100 : * THE ORPHANS 


My Loretta, my child,” faid the anxi- 
ous parent; ** does the letter you read with 
ſo much pleaſure, ſo much avidity, ah 


tell me, does it come from our dear 
Lewis?“ 


Loretta ſtarted at the ſound of her mo- 
| ther's voice, had an angel ſpoken from Hea- 
ven, ſhe would not have heard it ſooner or 
' with greater ſurpriſe ; ſo abſorbed were her 
thoughts in one object, that every other 
above or below, ſeemed to be ſuperſeded, 
A moment's recollection convinced her, 
there exiſted another a thouſand times 
dearer to her heart, than the noble, the faſ- 
cinating St. Alban. 


No: deareſt mother; no, cried ſhe, 
kneeling by the bed, © it is not from our 
Lewis, but it is next to Lewis, from the 
very beſt man in the world; it is from 


Lord St. Alban.“ 4 


. 


. = ; ** Me 
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« And who, my love, is this Lord St. 1 Fil 
Alban, that engages ſo large a ſhare of , 1 11 
your approbation?“ | | ig 1 
© Hh 

« He has preſerved more than my life! I [ | i 
He has preſerved the life of my mother!” 4.10 
„When, Oh! when ſhall I know all my 1145 
benefactors!“ Wit 
« Deareſt mother, you already know 1 
him: that dear Mr. Arnold and Lord St. Nl. N 
Alban are only diſunited in name, one 4 10 
perſon anſwers for both; but hear what he N 
ſays! Hear his own apologies! Then give 1 
me your commands how I am to anſwer [i 
him,” | Mb 
| 195 

The mother's aſtoniſhment was little in- hi N f 
ſerior to what Loretta had before experi- ik 
enced. J am too weak to diate,” ſaid Tl 


ſhe, © but if there are words to expreſs our 
gratitude and our reyerence, uſe them, my 
F 3 ee, 
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love, in your immediate reply to Lord St, 
Alban.” 


Loretta flew to her deſk, wrote two lines; 
they did not pleaſe, they were not ſuffi- 
ciently expreſſive the paper was torn— 
another and another effort; feelings too 
ſtrong, language too weak, retarded: her 
endeavours ſo effectually, that probably 
ſhe never would have compleated the ardu- 
ons undertaking, if Martha had not come 
up in a great buſtle to aſk for the letter, 
ſaying, the Squire's man was very impa- 
tient for the anſwer, that he might carry it 
back to his maſter. Loretta could have 
wept with vexation at her own incapabi- 
lity, but ſomething muſt be 00 and this 


it was. 


“The humble objects of Lord St. Al- 
ban's bounty, can only aſſure his Lordſhip, 
that his commands ſhall be ſtrictly obeyed» 
yg too much indebted to the honour, 

rectitude, 


„ © . of 
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rectitude, and generoſity of their benefac- 
tor, to refuſe his viſit, under whatever ap- 
pellation he may chuſe to confer on them, 
ſo great a proof of his charitable conde- 
ſcention,” _ 


Theſe few lines, ſanctioned by the appro- 
bation of her mother, Loretta, in her ha{ce, 
was ſending away without a ſeal, or even 
direction; but Martha, the moſt collected 
of the two, aſked if ſhe would not pleaſe to 
clap on a bit of a wafer, and write the 
Squire's name on the back.” 


«© Good God!” cried Loretta, what 
was I about to have done! Run, dear Mar- 
tha, bring me a 1ighted candle—a thou- 
tand thanks for putting me in mind of my 
error.“ | 


Away walked Martha, and Loretta hav- 
ing addreſſed her billet to — Arnold, Eſq. 
began rummaging her pockets for ſome- 
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thing to impreſs the wax with, drew out a 
little caſe that ſhe always carried about her, 
waited anxiouſly the return of Martha; 
and having, with the end of this fame caſe, 
ſealed up the contents, urged the Welch 
_ matron to ſo much ſpeed in the delivery of 
it to the meſſenger, that Martha could not 
help muttering to herſelf—Why, what's 
the matter now then! What makes Miſs 
in ſuch a fluſtration! I hope ſhe has kicked 
up no fanciful complaints againſt the Squire 
—God ſorbid! If he does not come here 
again, I ſhall go back to my own country, 
as ſure as St. Taffy was a Welchman. 


Mean time, Loretta began to renew thoſe 


filial offices which Lord St. Alban's won- 


derful billet had interrupted. She filled 
out the tea for her mother, afterwards aſ- 
ſiſted at her toilette; led her into their ht- 
tle drawing-room, placed her on a ſofa, and 
then fitting down by her fide, embraced 
the. emaciated hand of decaying Nature, 
| whillt 
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whilſt the pale, maternal check, reſted on 


the lovely boſom, where repoſed alſo the 


image of Lord St. Alban. 


Such was their attitude, and of him were 
they ſpeaking, when unattended, he rode 
up to the door, gave his horſe to Martha, 
and ſtood before them with a countenance 
ſo illumined by virtue, ſo animated with 
pleaſure, that poor Loretta, as ſhe roſe to 
receive with ſubmiſſion his graceful de- 
voirs, almoſt ſtaggered with confuſion. Oh, 
how at that moment did ſhe envy the com- 
poſure of her mother! With a ſmile ſuch 
as ſeraphs may be ſuppoſed to wear, when 
tuning their golden harps to the praiſes of 


All- creating Omnipotence, ſhe held out 


her hand to Lord St. Alban, who had flown 
to prevent her getting up from the ſofa, 
and ſoftly whiſpered—* Oh! my dear Lord, 
I am a thouſand, thouſand times more in- 
debted to you than ever.” 
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e For Heaven's ſake, madam,” ſaid he, 
reſpectfully lifting her offered hand to his 
lips; © forget the name of St. Alban, and 
remember that Arnold, diſtinguiſhed by 
your favour, has at this moment no greater 


ambition, than to deſerve the exalted ſitua- 


tion in your affections, of another ſon! Of 


another Lewis! I make no claim of frater- 


nal rights on the heart of your daughter. 
I would. be your fon, but not for worlds 
would I be the brother of Loretta !” 


The ambiguity of this ſtrange addrek;, 
was not ſufficiently underſtood by either of 
his humble protegées, to render them eaſy 
under a doubt that Loretta had ſome how 


or other incurred his diſpleaſure. Her 
complexion varied from red to white, from 


white to red, her lips quivered, her eloquent 
eyes fell on her mother, and at laſt ſhe 


_faid—*_ Oh! Sir, I muſt have offended 


you, but for the ſake of this dear parent, 
forgive the offence I may have inyolunta- 
| | Tilly 
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rily committed, unleſs ſo very great, as to 
ſurpaſs even the powers of generofity like 


your's to pardon.” 


« Faſcinating girl! Did you not write 
me a letter this morning ?” 


«* Yes, my Lord, but in obedience to 


your command I wrote it.“ 


“Gentle creature, do not alarm your- 
ſelf : I have been half diſtracted ſince that 
dear proof of your condeſcenſion reached 
me! Now tell me, I conjure you, with 
what did you make this impreſſion ?”— 
drawing her note from his pocket, and 
pointing to the ſeal. 


Loretta a little re- aſſured by the decided 
kindneſs of his looks as well as words, pro- 
duced a pencil caſe, ſaying, here is the ſeal 
LI uſed, my Lord. 


F6 <1 thought 


— 


| 
| 
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& thought ſo,” cried he ; © | knew it 
muſt be ſo; it is the very ſame—You knoy 
not, Miſs Montgomery, how dear this toy 


will be to its proper owner.” 


% 
* 


% Proper owner!” repeated the timid 
Loretta. Oh! my Lord, do not injure 
me by ſuſpicions, that I hold in my poſſeſ- 
ſion what any other perſon has a claim to; 
indecd, indeed it was given to me, and it is 
only valuable for the giver's ſake! But i 


- .,your Lordſhip has any acquaintance with 
bim, and he deſires to have it reſtored, I 
| ſhall give it back to him with all my heart,” 


« With all your heart! Remember, ſweet 
daughter of truth, when that heart is de- 
manded as an appendage to this pencil caſe, 
you have promiſed to reſign it ; in the 


mean time, will you have the goodneſs to 
confide with me how, when, where, and 


on what occaſion it came into your poſſeſ- 


ſion?“ 
« Notwith- 


W 
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« Notwithſtanding,” replied Loretta, 
& you are pleaſed to divert yourſelf, my 
Lord, with making riddles out of my plain 
meaning, I have no inclination to reſiſt the 
commands of my mother's moſt gracious 
preſerver, moſt generous benefactor, and in 
that light, my own preſerver, my own be- 
neſactor!“ 


JTenderly excruciating creature !” ex- 


claimed his Lordſhip ; © by feeding my va- 


nity, you ſtarve my curiolity : haye you 


been long the poſſeſſor of this bauble ?” 


* I was only ſeven years old, my Lord, 
when a little boy bid me keep it in remem- 


+9» 


brance of him. 


And what had you done for this fortu- 


nate boy? Lou muſt have extremely obliged 


him, that from the time of your accidental 
meeting, you have held the firſt place, not 
only 
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only in his recollection but in his affec- 
tions!“ 


C tretta's face was inſtantaneouſly co- 
| vpered with bluſhes ; it was the effuſion of 
viſionary ſuggeſtions, which vaniſhed to- 
gether with her half-formed hope, on Lord 

St. Alban adding, with peculiar eagerneſi, 
well know this acquaintance of your's 

* Miſs Montgomery; there is no thought of 
bis heart which he hides from me. What 
tender repreſentations does he conſtantly 
make to my feelings, of the two beautiful 
children who forced a loan on his accept- 
ance | How warmly does memory count 
the ſorrows it coſt him, when going the 
next day to an interview ageed upon by his 
| —- dear, liberal little friends, he ſaw them not 
Was he telling you this circumſtance him- 

ſelf, he would be unable to deſcribe the 
chagrin with which he turned from the ap- 
pointed ſpot where he had expected to find 

| | . © them! 
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them! How, then, ſhall I attempt it — 
Yet I know that he frequently went thither 
in purſuit of the fugitives, and was as often 
diſappointed. I know, too, the bitter tears 


he let fall, when carried from the Wells, 


without being able to recover his loſt trea- 


ſures, or even to hear what was become of 
them!“ 


“ Alas! my Lord,“ replied Loretta, 
© our want of punctuality proceeded not 
from the fault of Lewis or me. We were 
the children of Providence, and by devious 
ways our unerring guide was that moment 
conducting us to the arms of a. merciful 
benefactreſs, and by her means to thoſe of 
a loſt, a beloved parent! The road to fo 
much bliſs was rugged, even dangerous ; 
and the firſt unpleaſant ſtep was that which 
| hurried us from Briſtol before we could 
have it in our power to take leave of the 
young gentleman who had condeſcended 
to honour us with his notice.” 

“Divine 


6. 


* 
* \ 5 1 2 
* * -- 
— 


* 


$254 I = 
6 p * * 
— Wh eh — * MR \ 
P 8 
0 +2064 
— - — ** ry = © wy), — 
ws rs 4 
e P 1 * * a * 2 * e „ *. ©. ? 444 
— 2 — — — — — D ——_—— — 1 W ns yy —— 4 | 
OF: = — — — 4 


e 


112 THE ORPHANS S 


“Divine Loretta! will you honour hin 
now, through me, with your commands} 
Will you ſend to his faithful heart a gra. 
cious meſſage ? Will you—!” 


Oh! my Lord,” interrupting him ha. 
tily, „do not ſport with my unaſluming 
pretenſions or your dignity! Your good- 
nature may prompt you to convey what ny 
prudence would never permit me to ſend, 
I feel myſelf obliged to his recollection, 
but can be no further intereſted for a per. 
ſon I ſhould not even know were any ac. 
cident to throw me in his way ; which 
your Lordſhip, I hope, will not take very 
ill, if I ſay ſhall ever be my endeavour to 
avoid.“ 


60 God forbid !” cried Lord St. Alban. 
< I ſhall not ſee you to-morrow, but you 
ſhall hear from me! 


He 
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He pronounced theſe words trembling 
—agitated—confuſed ! Then, as if un- 
knowing what he did, threw his arm 
round Mrs. Montgomery—imprinted a filial 
kiſs on her forehead—ſaying, © Love me 
love me, dear mother, as you uſed to 
do !''———ftamped a more fervent one on 
the delicate hand of Loretta—ran- out of 
the room—relieyed Martha from her office 


of groom—mounted his horſe, and gallop- 
ped towards London. 


— * * 


The firſt moments aſter theſe ſtrange 
haſty adieus, paſſed in expreſſive filence— 
the eyes of mother and daughter eloquently 
aſking of each other what theſe portentous 
adicus could poſſibly mean? The ſame 
queſtion at length travelled to their tongues, 
and both exclaimed at the fame time— 


“What can be the matter with Lord St. 
Alban ?” 


—_—_ 


«© never 


& 
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* I never ſaw him act ſo inconſiſiently 
before,” ſaid Mrs. Montgomery. 


+ © Indeed, my dear mother, I think 1 
Lordſhip extremely unaccountable !” 


« But don't you alſo think it poſſible he 
may be that very ſame kind-hearted boy 
who gave you the pencil caſe ?” 


& I--I--I-- did—T believe I thought 
once I did think a 


Why ſo confuſed—why ſo unconnect- 
ed, my love? Should you be ſorry, if 
what I have only ſurmiſed 3 to be 
founded in reality ?” t 


_ .. Sorry !—why ſhould I be ſorry, dear- 

eſt mother? I am only frightened leaſt he 
ſhould think I came diſhoneſtly by that 
unfortunate pencil caſe.” 


cc My 
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y « My child, he cannot, he does not, Tl 0 
harbour ſuch an idea. He knows how it 434 | 0 
came into your poſſeſſion. No circum- i Wk 
's ſtance of that little incident ſeems new to» © RI 
him. He calls the youth from whom you { 1} al 
received it his friend. A good man is al- bln; 
0 ways his own friend; and I am perſuaded WF is} 
ö this friend is no other than himſelf.“ 1 
1 1 
« Oh! if it ſhould be ſo! Once I fan- 1 
. cied I could trace in his noble countenance f We 
the features, the air, the ſmile, of this un- 118 % 
lucky boy !” Bt Ott 
; “Why unlucky, my dear?“ RAR 
„Oh! mother! could any thing be M0 
more unlucky, than that I ſhould never 'Þ 
again behold the face of Lord St. Alban !— 1 
Never, never—after what he has ſaid can | wy: 
look up to him—can I ſpeak to im- 4. 9 
1 even breathe in his preſence—if— .* 
| * hi 
Here 1 
: 4 b; 1 


5 ** as you do my Miſtreſs.” 
T8; * | 
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Here ſhe was interrupted by Martha, 
who, ſitting down as ſhe had always been 
permitted to do, began to enquire of Ly. 
Fetta how ſhe liked, the ſquire, and to run 
out in his praiſes with ſuch volubility a 
gave her no opportunity of anſwering, had 
ſhe been inclined to do ſo. © See, Madam 
—ſee, Miſs,” cried Martha, ſhewing them 
a guinea, “ he gave me this before he 
clapped ſpurs to his horſe, only for holding 
the bridle a quarter of an hour, or there- 
abouts. Surely, the Prince of Wales him- 
ſelf could not have behaved more grander, 
— Mrs. Martha,“ ſaid he, mounting his 
horſe like an angel of light, Mrs. Martha, 
take care of your reſpectable Miſtreſs, and 
of her amiable daughter ;* meaning you, 
Miſs. That your Honour may depend on, 
ſays I, curteſying down to the ground; 
and I hope, ſquire, you like Miſs as well 


« Gool 
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« Good God, Martha!” cried the daugh- 
ter of Montgomery, bluſhing like crimſon, 
« how could you be fo imprudent !” _ 


« Lord love you, Miſs, where is the 
imprudence of aſking a civil queſtion ?— 
But, I ſuppoſe, his Honour, too, was as 
nice as yourſelf; for though you colour 
pretty well for a lady, the red in your 
cheeks is no more to compare. with his, 
when I hoped you was agreeable to his Ho- 
nour, than the ribbon in your cap is to be 
compared to my ſcarlet cloak ! 


* But, Lord help us! my poor, dear 
miſtreſs has not yet had her ſip of choco- 
late, and here I am chattering like Mother 
Midnight's magpie !” 


Martha diſappeared——returned again 
with ruſks and chocolate; and the reſt of 
the day was paſſed in ſometimes ſpeaking, 
but oftener thinking, on the moſt gene- 

rous 
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rous, at the ſame time the molt nexplicy. 


ble, of mankind ! 


The words. fhall not ſee you to-morri 
but you fhall hear from me—ſo emphatically 
pronounced at parting by Lord St. Alban, 
were the laſt that memory refigaed to ſleey, 
and. the firſt it re-· aſſumed at waking. 


Loretta counted the ſtriking clock with 
inexpreſitble- anxiety—eight—nine—ten— 


eleven and no letter or meſſage from Lo 
St. Alban. He thinks us unworthy, or 
has forgotten us, dear mother!“ ſaid th 


agitated girl. 


The expreſſion had nk; eſcaped her 
lips, when Martha entered with a letter, 


which ſhe ſaid was brought by a porter ;— 


then returned to her domeſtic employment, 
having no ſuſpicion that it came from her 
favourite ſquire, becauſe it was not deli- 


vered by his ſery ant. * 
The 


Cle 
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The packet was addreſſed to Mrs. Mont- | 


gomery.  Lofetta's eye firſt glanced on the 
ſeal ; but what was her ſurpriſe to find it 
exactly the ſame with her own. 
heaven!“ cried ſhe, © my Lord has cer- 
tainly taken away my pencil-caſe !” She 
ſearched her pocket—it was there ! 
* How is this !—how is it poſſible that I 
ſhould have it—and that Lord St. Alban 
ſhould ſeal with it!“ They curioufly ex- 
amined both together; but neither Loretta 


or her mother could perceive the ſmalleſt 


difference. It was a cipher, conſiſting of 
double initials—M 4 I A—encircled 1 in a 


heart, 


- 


Theſe ſeals appeared a perfect enigma, and 
there was no chance of arriving at the ſo- 
lution, but by breaking one of them.— 
This taſk was performed by Mrs. Montgo- 
mery, whilſt. Loretta, ſtationed at the back 
of her ſofa, devoured, with eyes ſwimming 
with delight, the dear contents, but much 
more 
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more rapidly than her equally delighted 
mother, who fondly dwelt on every line 
every word—almoſt every ſyllable ; ſome. 
times ſtopping to wipe a tear of joy from hei 
pale cheek, ſometimes to turn her eyes 
back on her glowing lovely daughter, 
fraught with the ſweeteſt maternal congra. 
tulation. Had either attempted to ſpeak 
the effort would have been in vain. They 
had eyes to ſee, they had hearts to feel— 
but, they had no ears to hear, or tongue 


to ſpeak, till they had finiſhed the whole 
of the following epiſtle: 


] have fo much to ſay, in addrefling 
a reſpectable parent on the ſubject of a 
daughter, whoſe beſt praiſe is, her bcing 
worthy of ſuch a mother. I have ſo much 
to propoſe, ſo much to requeſt, that I bor- 
row from ſleep, thoſe hours dedicated to 

the repoſe of my ſoul! Yes, Madam, my 
ſoul, fince I laſt ſaw you, has been in tu- 
mults, which nothing could appeaſe, unti 

the 
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the whole of its complicated contents are 
opened to your generous inſpection | 


I adore your daughter! The likeneſs 
ſhe bears to yourſelf firſt engaged my at- 
tention. My firſt look was the effect of 
curioſity, but the ſecond has been fatal to 
my peace. Who ſhall twice behold the 
beautiful Loretta with impunity ? Torn 
and diſtracted by the kindling of a new- 
born paſſion—a paſſion I had never before 


experienced—a paſſion, which in its very 


birth promiſed nothing but misfortune !— 
the dependant ſtate of its object being but 
too viſible, from her ſituation in Miſs Til- 
liſon's carriage. 


Deſperate as was this circumſtance to 
my faireſt hopes—the ſoul of virtue, as well 


as the ſoul of beauty, which animated the - 


features of my irreſiſtible enſlaver, forbid- 
ding every approach to her heart but by the 


road of honour—all that I could dare to 
VOL, III. 86 inndulge 
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I found a pretence to viſit Miſs Till 
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andubye of happineſs was, if N to ſee 
Her once more. 


ſon, accompanied by my mother. Fortune 
out- ſtripped my expectations—I ſaw the 
faſcinating miſtreſs of my wiſhes. I fay 
my mother almoſt as much influenced by 
the inexpreſſible ſweetneſs of her graceful 
demeanour, as was her ſon with the united 
ones of beauty, truth, and modeſty. Lady 
St. Alban felt my danger; ſhe exprefled, 
with good-humour, her fears for my heart; 
ſhe expreſſed them too late. I had no heart 
toloſe—it had already fled to the boſom of 
an cnchantrets. 


< Your daughter left the room—the | 

light of heaven ſeemed to retire with her— 
all, in my mind, was chaos, darkneſs, and 
confuſion ! To marry the ſervant of Miſs 
Tilliſon was impoſſible ! Not to love her 
was ſtill more impoſſible !—and to injure 
| her 


hi 
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ec her, a devil only could have ſuggeſted— 
and none but a devil dared to have exe 


cuted. 8 * 4 


ne « I reveal to you, Madam, the inmoſt 
he receſſes of my thoughts, that you may fully 
* underſtand what were my emotions of joy, 
when Miſs Tilliſon accidentally pronounced 
ul the name Loretta Montgomery! This dear 
ed name, by which I not only recogniſed your 
ly daughter, but knew, from the confidence 
G, you had repoſed in me, that her birth could 
t; raiſe no eſſential, at leaſt no inſurmonnt- 
rt able, bar to a union, on which, from that 
of moment, my felicity depended. d= 
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« I need not repeat by what private 
e ways I brought Loretta to your arms. I 
— could adopt no other concealment for the 
preſent being abſolutely neceſſary to the 

I ſucceſs of my undertaking. 
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« My next ſtep was to aſcertain the 
condition and immediate circumſtances of 
that treacherous brother, who ſo baſely 
defrauded your huſband and children of 
their inheritance. I diſpatched a profel- 
ſional man to his ſeat in ſhire, to 
make the requiſite enquiries, and after- 
wards paid you a ſhort viſit, having firft 
informed myſelf your daughter was gone 
back to the palace, prior to the reſignation 
-of her degrading fituation there. 


« My motive for wiſhing to avoid the 
being, for whom I would have encounter- 
ed all ſorts of perſonal dangers to meet, 
were honelt, if not polite, I durſt not ap- 

proach her as a lover until the half-formed 
projects, raiſed by hope, had aſſumed mere 
methad than any by which I had been able 
to regulate them; and as to ſeeing her un- 
der the maſk of indifference, my heart told 
me it was not equal to the trial. 


. . « Haye 


arrive, I wrote that letter to your daugh- 
ter, confeſſing the duplicity with which I 
had acted towards you, and received from. 
her your kind permiſſion to make my own 
apologies ; but,before I opened her precious 
billet I caſt my eyes on the ſeal, which. 
produced a diſcovery fraught with joy, 
amounting to extacy :—it was the yery ſame 
that, when a boy, I had given to the moſt 
lavely, the moſt generous, the moſt pathe- 

3G & > ic: 
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Have paticnce, Madam. I have faid: 0 

much already, yet much more remains to. "HEM 

be ſaid. It is not merely the hiſtory of my ws 
actions, but the hiſtory of my thoughts, a} 41 

that am I compoſing; and the thoughts ob [4 | Falk 

| man are too diſcurſiye for rational limita- 6 | i | 
s tion. | il 9 li 
| I gave myſelf more credit for the good. 148 jj 
; government of my paſſions than, in reality, f 1 il 
f [ deſerved. I purpoſed to wait the return of {2 FH 
my meſſenger from Montgomery Park ; but: vil 1 

when, on the ſecond morning, he did not. | 1 
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tic child in the world. The counterpart 
is ſtill in my poſſeſſion. To compliment 
my mother, I ordered the toys with an en- 


graving of our initials united in a heart, by 
way of a ſeal, thinking to agreeably ſur- 


priſe her with a preſent ſhe did not exped. 


« (At that time my father had not ſuc- 
ceeded to the title, my grandfather being 
ſtill living. He was then only a baron; 
the earldom is of a later creation ; and in 


point of antiquity I find your family more 


ancient than my own.) - 


But after I had forced one of them 
on the acceptance of Miſs Montgomery, I 
made no mention of the other to my mo- 
ther, but kept it more for the ſake of that 
divine girl, who retained its companion, 
than. from ſelfiſh motives. My voucher 
for the truth of this ſtrange accident is 
borne on the impreſſion of this packet ;— 
the voucher of my love ſhe muſt have per- 

cCeived 
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ceived in that ſtate of unconnected tranſ- 
port with which I queſtioned her how the - 
came by the precious relique, without dar- 
ing to truſt myſelf further on a ſubject, 
where I might have ſaid too much before I 
was entitled, by circumſtances, to ſay any 
thing. 


« The lawyer I diſpatched to Montgo- 
mery Park came back this night, and at a 
late hour. The intelligence he brings is 
not calculated to raiſe our hopes, neither 
ſhould it increaſe our fears; fer although 
he might ſquander his property, the claims 
of his brother's children to gentility he can- 
not efface; nor can his vices tarniſh ther 
virtues, My God! what bright viſions of 
happineſs do I build on this firm foun- 


dation ! 


{© The two thouſand a year, one moiety 
of which he retained by the treachery ex- 
erted againſt a too eaſy, a too amiable bro- 

11 
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ther, has been laviſhed in the ſervice of his 
infernal maſter. Women, paraſites, drinking, 
gaming, and every other ſpecies of ſhame- 
ful proſtitution of human faculties, has 
driven bim from his elegant home to take 
refuge in the verge of the court; nor can 
he eyer be liberated from thence, as his 
debts are enormous. His eſtates are all 
fold, with the refervation of one hundred 
a year to prolong his miſerable exiſtence, 
but which he is trying to ſhorten by the 
moſt pernicious exceſſes, and a continual 
ſtate of inebriety. 


Now, my deareſt Madam, with hope, 
fear, and ſubmiſſion, I throw myſelf on 
your mercy my fate is in your hands 
you only can exalt me to Iappineſs—you 
only can conſign me to miſery. Hear, and 
decide. But, oh! if my life is dear to 
you, decide in the favour of a ſtrong but 

innocent paſſion, which has no friend, if 
2 you 
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oppoſed, never, never to be conquered. 


« Whilſt I feel myſelf the moſt paſ- 
ſionate of lovers, I alſo ſe:l that I ſhould 
not deſerve ſuch a mother as yourſelf; for 
ſuch is my mother, it I was not the moſt 
dutiful of ſons, a ſentiment ſo deeply rooted 
in my ſoul, that rather than make her un- 
happy, I would be miſerable myſelf! 


* I do not inſult your judgment, I do 
not diſgrace my affection for your daugh- 
ter by this preference. You, my- ſecond 


mother, will approve the preſervation of 


thoſe duties, to which at this moment you 
are indebted tor ſome of the ſweeteſt tranſ- 
ports your maternal boſom ever experi- 
enced. And Loretto, allow me to call her 
my Loretta, ſhould I have the honour to 
obtain her partiality, will. find in the exac- 
titude of filial duties, the beſt ſecurity for 
the diſcharge of thoſe dearer ones, ſhe may 


9.5” expect 


wages 


* 


1 
4 
+ ( 1 
{4 v 
4 *Y 
iT 
* * 
7 
= 
. 
\ 
” 
* 
70 
4 
. 
4 
4 
* 
* 
bl 
* 
* - 
, 41 
8 
L. 
l 97 
* * 
5 
2 1 
Y * 4 
by 4d 
s Þ» 
=. 1 
M $4 * 
k * 
ht 
_ 
a” 
854 
4 1 4 
. bv 
>: | 

- gt" 

ATT + l 
\ 4 

i 

"Ft *T + 

4 \ 

ö ** 70 
N. 
IJ vt pil 

- «1 
U 
o , 8 
1 „ 
* - 
1 ky 0 
bt 
TT 4 
I 
% 
7 , 
* * 1 
* 
* 

» * 

r 5 
1 * , 
. 1 

& 

R * 

« # 23 YI 

+ v4 
10 * 

I _ 

14 

11 4 

— 

1 

1 75 L 

+4 

2 = 

1 $5 4 

} 1 7 
0 © 4 

1 

* * . 

* [i 

fa 

> + 

T3 
% 1 . 

e n 
+ t- 7 
42 q »-{ 

p * 
1847 
Az * 

- 

48 

1. 

_ 

4 


# 


| 08 130 | THE ORPHANS 


* 1 8 2 . 
-% 
* 


expect from the huſband who will adore 


her for ever. 


Lady St. Alban, though exemplary in 
her domeſtic character, has nevertheleſs ſo 
decided a predeliction for ſplendid rank, 

that her views for my eſtabliſhment are 
| very different from thoſe I now entertain, 
and ever will ſupport. I muſt conquer her 
prejudices, but I will conquer them by pa. 
tient reſpect, not by turbulent oppoſition, 


* Do you think, . madam, I. can carry 
theſe reſolutions into execution, without 
your aſſiſtance? No, indeed, I will not at- 
tempt it. To live in perpetual baniſhment, 
is impoſſible. I muſt ſometimes ſee your 
daughter, but never without your permiſ- 
fion, and in your preſence. 


« Is it not my intereſt to preſerve imma- 

. culate that delicacy of character, in whoſe 
keeping muſt one day, God grant, no dif- 

, tant 


2 


re 
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tant one, be depoſited my honour, and the 


honour of my family ? I only defire, till it is 
in my power to unite our deſtinies with the 
conſent of my mother, to be received with 


no tenderer diftMction than that of your 


ſon, and the brother of Loretta. Even 
theſe reſtricted interviews I cannot be in- 
dulged with, ſituated as you are at pre- 
tent. | | 


Lady St. Alban has a particular friend 
who lives near you, whom ſhe has pro- 
miſed to viſit ſoon, and to remain with her 
ſome weeks. My mother having unſortu- 
nately once ſeen my Loretta, were ſhe to 
ſee her again before all my plans to obtain 
her concurrence are properly arranged, my 
proſpects of happineſs will retreat to ſuch a 
frightful diſtance, that I ſhall deſpair of 
overtaking them. 


In conſideration of my ungovernable 
fears, aid me to avoid this threatening miſ- 
| G 6 fortune ; 
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fortune; conſent with your beautiful 
daughter to remove your lodgings—conde- 
ſcend to occupy a ſmall houſe which ! 
preſumed this very day to engage for your 
accommodation. Your carriage will attend 
to convey you thither at ten o'clock to- 
- morrow morning. I do not aſk. your ac- 

quieſcence, becauſe I know you will not 
doom me to the flow death of torturing 
diſappointment. 


«© Deareſt mother, deareſt ſiſter, adieu 
We ſhall meet to-morrow. Ouce more, 
adieu !-—One thing I have omitted, and am 
glad to recal any circumſtance to lengthen 
the pleaſant moments of addreſſing the 
dear objects of my e of my atten- 


tion. 


« Your little domeſtic eſtabliſhment, in 
the number and uſe of which I have con- 
ſulted your humility more than my own 
ambition, are waiting to receive the com- 
| mands 
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il ad of their amiable miſtreſs. At her 


- new refidence, Martha, if you pleaſe, may 
[ alſo attend you; but as in my future viſits, 
Ir having no motive for concealment, I ſhall ap- 
fi pear in my proper character, I fear the wor- 
)- thy creature will, in the ſulneſs of her talk, 
. make ſuch obſervations as might awaken 
0 vulgar curioſity. This may be avoided, if 
g you have the goodneſs to put it to her own 


option, whether ſhe will go with you, or 
return to her native Wales? 


, EI think from what has paſſed between 
n us in our ſhort accidental tete d-tetes, 
n that nothing but her attachment to your- 
e ſelf, would occaſion any preference for 


- what ſhe calls an oz/-landiſþ country; 
and that now her ſerviees may be diſpenſed 
with, ſhe will not hefitate to make her 


* 


n WF election in favour of national prejudicey 

- in the full perſuaſion that there her 

n choice will reſt, I have taken the liberty to 

- fend a check on my banker, as a reward 

* | for 
E ; 
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for her fidelity to the parent of my love; 
and to render that choice comfortable, I 
ſhall trouble you, deareſt madam, to pre- 
ſent it in your own name. I ſign the 
check only A, of which the banker is in- 

formed, ſo that no difficulty will ariſe when 
ſhe preſents it for payment.” 


I, ſhould hold it a great inſult not on the 
\ underſtanding, but the generoſity, even the 
_ delicacy of my readers, did I conceive it 
neceſſary to declare in words, ſtraight for- 
wards, with what joy Lord St. Alban's pe- 
tition was gratified by the amiable Widow 
and faſeinating Orphan of Montgomery. 
It would be a tgeit conſeſſion, that I thou ght 

it poſſible amongſt the faireſt of that claſs, 
there may be ſome fo cold hearted, as to 
be incapable of feeling like them, the ex- 
alted gratitude, the noble confidence by 
Which they were actuated whilſt preparing 
to put themſelves in readineſs t to meet his 
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As directed by his Lordſhip, Martha 
was left to decide her own fate; and as he 
had ſurmiſed, ſo ſhe choſe to return from 
whence ſhe came. | 


Charmed with the ſuppoſed bounty of 
Mrs. Montgomery—richer than her whole 
kindred put together—longing to expoſe to 
the view of her relations, this wonderful 
ſuperiority—burning with impatience to 
purchaſe the little cottage which ſhe only 
rented when Sir William Jones decoyed 
her away, ſhe had nothing in the world to 
regret, but the bidding an everlaſting fare- 


wel to her tenderly beloved patient, to 


whoſe critical ſtate of health, ſince the re- 


covery of her ſenſes, eſpecially from her 


newly revived ſpirits, ſhe was as blind as 
Loretta herſelf: Alas! it was affection that 
blinded Loretta; but ignorance hood- 
winked the more experienced Martha. 


, 
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Martha's ſeparation from her dear pa- 
tient, was mutually painful, mutually ten- 


der. 


Martha deſigned to remain two days at 
the old lodgings, to put her weighty al 
fairs en train, her plan being to go on the 
third, to the inn in London, from whence 
the .ſtages ſet out for Wales, to take a place 
in one of them; to wait on the banker, 
and to receive two hundred pounds; Lord 
St. Alban having given a check for that 
conſiderable ſum, not only that in future 
ſhe might live at her eaſe, but perhaps as 
an- inducement to her more ready elec- 
tion. 


A neat, unornamented poſt-chaiſe, a pair 
of handſome horſes, the poſtillion and one 
riding ſeryant, their coats dark brown, the 
ſame colour as the carriage, arrived at 
Hampſtead, with exactneſs to the time ap- 

| pointed, 
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. pointed, by the moſt humane of mankind, 


the moſt munificent of lovers. 

Loretta threw herſelf on the boſom of 
at her mother—© Oh!” cried ſhe, © what 
will become of your too, too happy child, 
thould death, or a more deſerving woman 
ſnatch from me.” —She was interrupted by 
Martha blubbering and crying, now that 
the moment of parting was come, to ſay as 
well as ſobs would allow her to ſay, that the 
baggage was all placed before and behind, 
and that the ſervants waited to receive fur- 
ther orders. 


* 


The ladies affectionately embraced the 
weeping, faithful domeſtic, and even min- 
gled their tears with her's 9 


* I have no orders to give,” ſaid the mo- 
ther of Loretta. © God hleſs you, my dear 
good Martha! God bleſs you, dear, good 
Martha!” echoed the pathetic Orphan of 


Snowdon ; 6 
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5 Snowdon; and then aſſiſted the feeble ſieps 
of Mrs. Montgomery, firſt to deſcend the 


ſtairs, afterwards to aſcend the carriage, 


intreating that it might go very gently, till 
ſhe ſaw how her mother would be able to 
bear a more rapid motion. 


At an eaſy pace, they arrived in two 
hours and a half, at a ſmall but clegant 
houſe, . on the Streatham road, not more 
than a mile from that pleaſant village, 
placed in the center of a large garden, laid 
out at once for uſe and beauty. 


They entered a commodious parlour, 
where every thing was prepared for dinner 
in a tile of rich ſimplicity, which engaged 
the admiration of Mrs. Montgomery, but 


poor Loretta's attention was leſs pleaſingly 


engroſſed; ſhe ſaw every thing in which 
even luxury might have delighted, but ſhe 
ſaw not Lord St. Alban! She ſaw plates 
of the fineſt china, knives and forks of the 
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pureſt ſilver, but the ſaw only enough laid 


on the table for two; ſhe ſaw no prepara- 
tion for the dear gueſt ſſie had been taught 
to expect, and ſighed at meeting a diſap- 
pointment which ſhe durſt not expreſs. 


An elderly woman of reſpectable appear- 
ance, evinced that ſhe acted in the capa- 
city of houſekeeper, by preſenting refreſh- 
ments, and hoping her Lady would find 
the regulation of her family affairs to her 
ſatisfaction. She alſo introduced a younger 
perſon than herſelf, extremely diffident, 


whoſe beauty was the leaſt of her endow- 


ments, being - remarkably plain featured, 
And this, Madam,” faid ſhe, © is a very 
good girl, whom I have hired in conſe- 
quence of your commands conveyed to me 
by your acquaintance, Lord St. Alban, to 
whom I am alſo obliged for my own re- 
commendation to your ſervice. She is 
lober, induſtrious, and knows every branch 
of her buſineſs, having lived as Lady's maid 
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as your daughter; and Miſs Montgomery, 
1 flatter myſelf, will find her humble and 


all the trouble they muſt have occaſioned 
him; yet conſcious the queſtion would not 


eourage to announce it, but ſat down ta 
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ſeven years in one family. I am ſure ſhe 
muſt be happy to have ſo charming miſtreſs 


wh 
the 


uſeful. Your cook, houſe-maid, footman, 
and gardener, Madam,” continued ſhe, 
are alſo honeſt people.“ 


thi 
of! 


The eyes of Loretta, ſweetly expreſſive, 
turned on the mother, as if they would hare 
faid—Good God! What an angel is this 
Lord St. Alban! Twice or thrice ſhe a. 
ſayed to ſpeak, to aſk if they were not to 
expect the pleaſure of returning their thanks 
to his Lordſhip before the day cloſed, for 


merely proceed from gratitude, ſhe had n 


dinner with what appetite ſhe could; Mrs. 
Montgomery having firſt declared herſelt 
perfectly ſatisfied with all the repreſenta- 
tions made to her by the houſe-keeper, 

who, 


p 
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who, ſhe underſtood, was alſo appointed to 
the ſtation of her perſonal attendant. 


Nothing did they eat, nothing could 
they ſay, they could only look on each 
other, till the ſame man who rode with the 
carriage, and afterwards waited at table, 
having performed his official duty, quitted 
the room. | 


Then their joyfully oppreſſed hearts 
found vent in the ſofteſt, ſweeteſt tears, 
gratitude ever ſhed ; and then Loretta ex- 
claimed“ Had Lord St. Alban, inſtead, 
of the moſt amiable man in the world, 
been a monſter of perſonal deformity, yet I 
muſt have loved him for his goodneſs to my 
deareſt, dear mother, for his thouſand thou- 
ſand uncqualled virtues ! 


What was at firſt ſilent admiration, now 
took the form of eloquent expreſſion z 
yet ſomething ſeemed wanting to com- 

pleat 
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pleat the felicity of Loretta, which ſome. 
thing could only be ſupplied by the pre. 


ſence of Lord St. Alban. 


- Having placed her beauteous, but lan- 
guid parent on a ſofa, and darkened the 
windows, that ſhe might enjoy unbroken 
reſt after her late fatigue, ſhe ſoftly flid out 
of: the room to viſit the other apartments; 
wandering over each with inexpreſſible de- 


light, becauſe at every ſtep ſhe was pre- 


ſented with ſome new momento of her lo- 
yer's taſte and liberality. 


Her ſcrunity terminated in a dreſſing- 
room ſo highly ornamented, that it might 


have appeared to be fitted up for a prin- 
ceſs. But what moſt engaged her atten- 


tion, was a ſmall mother-of- pearl cabinet, 
the face of which, curiouſly inlaid with 


gold, the examined a long time before ſhe 
diſcovered that it had drawers, when pull- 


ing out one of them, the firſt thing on 
which 


— 2 
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which ſhe caſt her eyes, was a ſealed paper, 
it was directed to Mrs. Montgomery, and 
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contained ſomething hard in its folds. She 
knew the writing on the ſuperſeription, 
and would have immediately flown with it 
to her mother, but her mother ſlept; and 
great as was her impatience, the fear of 
prematurely diſturbing her was ſtill greater. 
She therefore took it with her back to the 
dining-room, where ſoftly fitting down, ſhe 
fondly watched the maternal pillow of re- 
poſe, till opening her placid eyes, Mrs. 
Montgomery declared herſelf very much 
refreſhed, when, with a filial kiſs, the 
anxious Loretta gave up the treafured let- 
ter, together with a ſhort account by what 


accident it came into her poſſeſſion. And 
theſe were the contents. 


- 


* I baniſh myſelf from the preſence of a 
beloved mother and ſiſter, not for an hour 


or a day, but according to my calculation, 
for years, for ages, for an eternity ! I ſhall 


ſee 
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— * 


ſee you no more for one, two, it is poſlibl: 
three weeks! I am going out of town on 
buſineſs of the utmoſt importance, to the 
completion of my own, may I not preſume 

to add, of our mutual happineſs. What 
other buſineſs would be of moment enough 
to detain the grateful St. Alban from the 
preſence of what is dearer | to-him than 
life ? 


—— r r — — vv > nn FSR ” — 
* 


« I feel the weight of my obligations, 
for the noble confidence. you. repoſe in my 
honour © I feel it heightened by your con- 
deſcending to occupy .a cottage of my 
recommending ; the meaſure of benefits 
conferred by you, and the adorable copy of 
your beauties, virtues, and excellencies, will 
not only be full, but run over, if you have 
the goodneſs to apply the encloſed key to 
the top of the ſmall cabinet, and to your 
own uſe the contents there depoſited. 


« You 


U 
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« You who have granted me ſo much, 
will not refufe to grant me ea little more. 
[ requeſt that your health, ſo valuable to 


your children, and to him who has the am- 


bition of hoping to be ranked with them in 
your heart, may not, in my abſence, be ne- 
glected or lightly treated; the phyſician 
who attended you at Hampſtead, I do not 
wiſh to viſit you at Streatham ; I have a 
better opinion of Doctor H, and hope 
you will have the goodneſs to conſult him, 
for my ſake ; but for the execution of this 
laſt commiſſion, I depend more on filial 


affection than ſelf-preſervation. You may, 


Loretta will not, be neghgent in ſending 
for Doctor H—. Pray let him ſee you the 
morning after your arrival; and tell your 
charming daughter, that, when we meet, 
ſhe ſhall receive for her obedience the 
warmeſt thanks of her thrice happy, and 
devoted, 


2 Sr. Auna“ 
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„ What ſhall we ever do, my love, 
_ cried the enraptured mother, © to teſtify 
our gratitude ?” 


« Ah! my deareft mother, why do you 
aſk that queſtion of your tranſported Lo- 
retta? What can I do, but to love him 
all the days of my life with as much ten- 
derneſs as I love you, and to obey him in 
every thing as I would obey you? I be- 
gin with the firſt command I have had 
the honour to receive from him ; and im- 
mediately ſhe wrote a note to Doctor H—, 
which ſhe ſent to town that evening ; and 
the next morning he made them a viſit. — 
He did not ſay to Loretta, that he thought 
this beloved parent dangerouſly ill, becauſe 

he found it impoſſible prematurely to afflic 
a young creature, ſo lovely in her perſon, 
ſo lively in her affections, - when death 
might yet be at a conſiderable diſtance ; for 
although he ſaw the certain conſequence of 


his patient's diſeaſe, her decline might be 
of 


2 


G Ae 
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of that lingering deſcription, to which no 
particular period for its termination could 
be affixed. He contented himſelf with 
preſcribing aſſes milk, much air, and mo- 
derate exerciſe, from which (and no drugs 
being mentioned) the poor Loretta, hap- 
pily for her preſent caſe, was cheated into 
abſolute ſecurity, and now ſeemed more 
anxious than ever for the arrival of Lord St. 
Alban, that ſhe might convey to him what 
ſhe fancied to be the doctor's favourable 
opinion of his intereſting patient. 


She rewarded the friendly phyſician with 
liberality equal to the pleaſure a miſtaken 
imagination had conducted to her heart ; 
and for this liberality ſhe was amply pro- 
vided by the unbounded generoſity of their 
noble benefactor, who had placed more 
gold in the little cabinet than Loretta had 
ever ſeen at one time, even in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of Mrs. Oſmond. 


H 2 Occu- 
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Occupied in never-ceaſing attention to 

the caſe and reſtoration of an adored pa- 
rent, the firſt days of their reſidence at 
Streatham were paſſed by the duteous Or- 
phan of Snowdon almoſt imperceptibly.— - 
Every day diminiſhed the ſtrength of her 
mother; yet, ſtrange as it may appear, 
every day ſtrengthened her own hopes of a 
ſpeedy renovation of thoſe bodily organs, 
which unheard-of misfortunes, and mental 
derangement, had very naturally impaired. 


Doctor H— having deſired that Loretta 
might not fleep in the ſame bed with her 
mother, ſhe cauſed another to be put up. 
by its ſide: attentively watched her. by 

night, dreſſed hegt the morning, read to 
ber as ſhe ſatin the parlour; ſupported her 
as ſhe walked i in the garden, and twice in 
the day attended her in ſhort airings round 
the pleaſant environs of Streatham, or on 
the London road, perhaps with the hope 
that chance might exhilarate the longed-for 
: inter- 


- 
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interview with Lord St. Alban; and a 


chance meeting ſeemed much leſs formid- 
able to her diffident humility, than to re- 
ceive him for the firſt time under his own 
roof, But her wiſhes were not to be grati- 
fied by the lucky rencounter ; and on the” 


tenth day his Lordſhip entered the dining 


parlour a few minutes before their dinner 
hour, 


Loretta, perhaps, from ſome ſecret pre- 


ſentiment, had taken unuſual pains at her - 


toilet, though only the work of a few mo- 
ments. Her mother had already preſſed 
to her overjoyed heart that gracious being 
to whom ſhe ſtood indebted, next to the 


Almighty himſelf, - for the comforts, the 
joys, the bleſſings of life; and, moſt of all, 


for the reſtoration of thoſe ſenſes, without 
which ſhe would never have been able to 
enjoy them. 


—_"* 
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Loretta, who had not been told that this 
fondly expected gueſt was already in the 
houſe, heard from the chamber above, her 
mother ſpeaking to ſomebody below, in a 
tone of voice rather varied, aud unuſualhy 
animated. Suppoſing it to be Doctor [H—, 


ſhe ran down ſtairs to pay him her compli- 


ments, and report all ſhe had done relative 
to the precious charge confided to her nurſ- 
ing; but on opening the door, and, in- 
ſtead of the doctor, beholding Lord St. 
Alban, ſhe gave a faint ſeream, claſped her 
hands together, ruſhed forward, caſt her- 
ſelf at his feet, and ſtruggling with com- 
plicated emotions, too big for utterance, 
would have there fainted, but for the acti- 
vity of her lover, who, kneeling by his 
ſoul's charmer, ſupported her in his arms, 
and preſſed her to his boſom. 


And to recollection by a e 


which never man had dared beſore to uſurp, 
ber 


2 
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her pale cheeks again put on the chaſte but 
glowing livery of genuine modeſty. She 


ſhrunk. from his embrace, abaſhed, con- 


founded ; then with a look ſweetly be- 
ſeeching, yet full of dignitty——<© Deſpiſe 
not the creature of your bounty, my Lord, 
ſaid ſhe : © I meant to teſtify my grati- 
tude, but fear I have erred in its expreſ- 


1 * 


ſion! 


A very rapturous ſcene enſued on the 
part of Lord St. Alban. Soſt, timid, ten- 
der returns, under the guardianſhip of de- 
licate apprehenſion, were ſparingly, yet 
fully to his Lordſhip's ſatisfaction, extract- 
ed on the part of Loretta. 


But if poor a author were forced to write, 
verbatim, all that is commonly ſaid on ſuch 
occaſions, his labours would be endleſs, 
and the fruits of it unprofitable ; for, after 
all, neither his hero or his heroine can be 
the rage, becauſe every reader, whether 
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ment! Yet a wilderneſs would be as de- 


man, boy, woman, or girl; will think they li 
ſhould perſonally have made a much better L 
figure in love pages than any that. can be 
entered there by the pen of fiction; and 
the only way to diſgppuit ſuch partial cri- h 
tics, is, never to detail the flowery lan- 
guage of. two paſſionate lovers ; for where 
there 1s no exemplification there can be no I 
compariſon, either to the diſgrace of the e 
author, or to the diſadvantage of the fl 
reader. 
Dinner bein g over, and the ſervant with- 0 
drawn, Lord St. Alban aſked his two fair i 
friends, how they liked their ſituation? i 
| = | 0 
Nothing could be more charming! 1 
Mrs. Montgomery replied. v 
K . 
Oh! nothing, indeed, thought Loretta, WM 1: 
can be half ſo charming as it is at this mo- t 
I 


Der ücgghtful, 
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lightful, if enlivened by the reſidence of 
Lord St. Alban 


It was but a thought !—yet it covered 
her beautiful face with bluſhes ! 


But my dear mother,” continued his 
Lordſhip, © if another ſituation ſtill more 
eligible ſhould preſent itſelf, would you 
fee] very reluctant to make an exchange? 


4 gBeſt and moſt reſpected of men!“ 
cried the agitated mother of Loretta, hold- 
ing out her emaciated hand to touch his, 
her eyes filling with tears “with what new 
obligations are you going to oppreſs us ?— 
Take care, my Lord, that the ſpirits you 
would exhilarate are not cruſhed by a too 
weighty burden of unmerited kindneſs !— 
It is hard, even from a benefactor like you, 
to be always receivi yn able to 


repay 1923 


RS |: «© When 
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When a man acts well, from diſinte- 


reſted motives,” he replied, ©& then, in- 
deed, he may be entitled to approbation; 
but I, who am confeſſedly the moſt ſelfiſh 
of human beings (flily caſting a glance on 
Loretta), am hurt by the credit with which 
it is your goodaeſs to inveſt me. What- 
ever I have done, whatever I may do, I 
have my reward in view. It was to ſerve 
my own ends that my foul and body have 


= been ſo _ days divided 


(They underſtood his meaning : Mrs. 
Montgomery ſmiled, and Loretta's eyes 
would have joined her heart in a dance, if 
ſhe had not reſtrained their motions.) 


The morning preceding that when | 
hoped to have been my own ambaflador, 
and brought my congratulatory compli- 
ments on your arrival at this fayoured cot- 
tage, I heard, by accident, ſome part of 
an eſtate which it ſuited me to purchaſe 

| 5 was 
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. was advertiſed for ſale, either by auction or 


private contract, — ; 
(Ah! thought the Orphan of Snowdon, 1 
1 had I been Lord St. Alban, and he the 19 
| WM grateful Loretta, it would not have been "81 
; the purchaſe of an eſtate which ſhould have 1 
[ baniſhed me ten days from the fight of a 1 0 
> beloved object! But perhaps he loves not #4 
: —he only ſuppoſes that he loves.) 7 
ſt 0 


«There is nothing ſo tireſome as travel- 
ling in the fleſh when the ſpirit is left be- 
hind. This being my caſe, I entered into 
an immediate negociation on the bufineſs, 
which reduced me to this forlorn condition, 
that I might the ſooner return to promote 

® _ a reunion 


© The arrangement of this affair required 5 
. my perſonal attendance in a diſtant county. 1 
made my apology to you, and the ſame Fi | 
evening began my Journey, Unaccompa- 3 ! þ 
nied, unattended. | . gl + 
e 1 
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a reunion of perſon and heart thus cruelly 


divided ! by 


Mrs. Montgomery, as if inſpired by his 
gaiety, remarked, that whatever penance 


he might ſuffer, thoſe muſt be benefited 


to whom he -condeſcended to relate, with 
ſo much humour, the hiſtory of his own 


ſufferings ! 


« I don't know,“ he replied, gravely, 
* how you may be entertained, if your pa- 
tience will hold to the laſt page. You 
may, indeed, find ſomething to pity, but 


much more to pardon, for I have taken the 
liberty to uſe your name very abruptly, and 


without your permiſſion.” 


A man of Lord St. Alban's integrity, in 


whatever manner he uſes the name of his 
| protegte, raiſes that name into | conſe- 


1 15 


« Good 


Good God! Madam—protegte !/—my 
protégte Another ſuch humihating 
phraſe, levelled againſt my pride, will rob 


me of all conhdenee, and in your preſence 
filence me for ever.” 


Well, my good Lord, I am not fo 
hardy to diſpute your commands; ſo pray 


tell me on what occaſion my name could 


be ſerviceable in the buſineſs to which you 
juſt now alluded.” 4 


It has been of the moſt ſingular ſer- 
vice, my dear Madam; for in arranging 
the purchaſe now fortunately. concluded, 
there was reaſons why I deſired my own 
{ſhould be ſecret, ſo, in the character of 


your manager, I have ſubſtituted the name 


of Mary Montgomery for that of her 
we St. Wy 
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Oh, my Lord, what amiable decep- 
tion lurks beneath this flattering myſtery !” 


There is no deception, no myſtery ; 
my thoughts, my words, my actions, have 


but one meaning, one tendency ; one ob- 
ject gives birth to them, and in one wiſh 


they are * united.“ 


His looks were ſo — tender, ſo 
fondly rivetted on Loretta, that, oppreſſed 
with joy and baſhfulneſs, her head funk on 
the maternal boſom, as a ſtation of ſecu- 
rity, from whence ſhe could ſee, hear, and 
adore, without annoyance to her timidity, 


or danger of betraying the ſtrong ſenſibi- 
'lity to which, every moment, her innocent 


heart was more and more inclining. 


„ And now, Madam,” continued bis 


Lordſhip, withdrawing his eyes from the 


daughter full of love, to fix them on the 
mother, full of hope, blended with reſpec, 
« no-, 
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e now, will not your juſtice acquit me on 
the charge of deception and myſtery, when 


I frankly confeſs, that had I aſked your 


confent to the purchaſe of your late huſ- 
band's eſtate, which for my immediate hap- 
pineſs you muſt now poſſeſs; had I told 
you ” 


Mrs.Montgomery made an effort to ſpeak, 
but Lord St. Alban would not. be inter- 
rupted. 


« For the love of heaven, let us under- 


ſtand each other,” ſaid he. © If there be 


any debtor on this matter, it is myſelf, I 


ſure my heart of your pardon ! ſee it 
proclaimed in a countenance, whoſe 1 
9 is truth. 


3 ul 
0 Let us from this moment aboliſh the 


word obligation from our vocabulary, and 
eſtabliſh equality in its room. I only hand 
back to you that family property, of which 


a villain 
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the riches of Europe: and if the ſcale muſt 


160 TRE ORPHANS 


a villain had deſpoiled you; you give me, 
in return, a jewel more valuable than all 


turn, ſurely the balance is on your own 
ſide.“ 


1 0 I am conquered every way, eagerly 
replied Mrs. Montgomery, unable longer 


to contain her emotions. I muſt ſpeak, 
my Lord, or this ſuffocating filence will 


kill me! Help me, beloved Loretta, to 


— 


8 my e rings FE 


— 


\ 


I will—I will !—” ſobbed the lovely 


creature, riſing and kneeling near her mo- 


ther, her tear-bedewed face covered with 


both hands, as afraid to encounter thoſe 


looks from which ſhe was ſtill more loath 
to turn away 


© IT will die at the feet of 
Lord St. Alban !” * 


« No- no- no l' cried he, catching her 
to his heart“ rather ſay, you will live in 
Gain the 


% FR  ” WR” 8 * 


* SD wr 
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the arms of St. Alban; for there, my an- 
gel, it will ſoon be the pride of honour, 
and the office of * to invite thy inno- 
cence!“ 


Fd 


« And J,“ ſaid ſhe, with courage which 


nothing could have inſpired but the can- 
dour, generoſity, and delicacy of his own 
expreſſion, “ I will depend on you, my 
Lord, for the whole ſum of my future le- 
lieity!“ 


Thus was the ice broken, and thus the 
happy trio reſtored to their proper ſenſes, 
when Lord St. Alban agreeably filled up 
the remaining interval of time between the 
confirmation of his bliſs, from Loretta's 
own lips, to the decorous hour of ſepara- 
tion, by renewing a ſubject, at firſt too 
haſtily quitted for every purpoſe, except 
alarming the ſpirits of Mrs. Montgomery, 
and raiſing the moſt- ardent curioſity, to 
know how this generous purchaſe was con- 
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nected with the immediate happineſs of 
the magnificent purchaſer ? Lord St. Al- 
ban had declared it was ſo, and only Lord 
St. Alban could explain the reaſon why. 


I hold myſelf, at prefent, entirely inde- 
pendant of his Lordſhip's recital, and pre- 
fer making one of my own : his muſt have 
a thouſand interruptions ; mine ſhall not 
have one pauſe from the beginning to the 
end, and yet we may probably both arrive 
at the ſame grand criſis nearly in the ſame 
number of lines, and perhaps in the very 
ſame words. 


When Lord St. Alban ſent his lawyer to 
make enquiries concerning the preſent ſtate 
of affairs at Montgomery Park, beſides the 
information conveyed by his Lordſhip to 
the widow of Loretta's father, declaratory 
of the durance vile to which vice and 
crimes had reduced his elder brother, there 

5 7 were 
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were other accounts which he did not 
communicate to her. 


He underſtood that ſeveral purchaſers of 
the inſolvent eſtate, parcelled out in diffe- 
rent lots for the convenience of a more 
ready ſale, had taken fright at ſome miſha- 
pen reports, founded on the former enor- 
mities of the late poſſeſſor to an injured 
brother, who was vaguely ſuppoſed to be 
living in ſome foreign country, 
whenee he might return, after the infol- 
vent's deceaſe, to claim the ſucceſſion, 
which, at all events, would be attended 
with troubleſome ſuits at law, if not with 
the reſtitution of property. Planet ſtric- 
ken, every holder appeared anxious to get 
rid of his bargain, and the e 
teemed with advertiſements. 


e Lord St. Alban thought of 
turning this alarm to the advantage of his 


paſſion for Loretta; who, without birth 


and 
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ber firſt figaries, at the age of ſixteen, threw 
bats”. - her 
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and fortune, he too well knew would never 


be acceptable to his mother, but who might 


think very differently when preſented to 


her with the advantages of being deſcend- 
ed from an ancient family, who were ſtill 


in poſſeſſion of opulence, and reſiding in 


the manſion of her predeceſſors, a ſtructure 
of no mean architect. He knew alſo the 
reſpectability of her deſcent by her mo- 
ther's fide, who was the daughter of an 
Admiral, more renowned for the ſtaunch 
bravery of his conduct than for the weight 
of metal which attended his ſucceſſes at the 


head of a Britiſh fleet. 


This admired yeteran, with the libera- 
lity of a tar, and the fondneſs of a father, 


diverted himſelf, after the death of his wife, 


by giving his only daughter the moſt ex- 


 penſive education that could be deviſed ; 
and at his demiſe, left her entirely depen- 


dant on the caprices of Fortune, who in 


ler 
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her amiable, accompliſhed charge into the | 


arms of a worthy huſband ; before her ſe- 
venteenth year was compleated reduced 
her almoſt to ſtarvation ; five years after ſhe 
tore her again from poor Montgomery, or- 


phanned her children, and aided the ra- 


viſher who forced her from them ; now 
again ſhe was turning her wheel, on the 
pinnacle of which the mother of Loretta 


might have preſided, if Nature, tired with 


contending againſt ſuch frolicſome changes, 
had not let go her hold, and- in her fall 
pulled down the riſing favourite of that fic- 


Earth ! 


- 


Lord St. Alban, under the plain appear- 
ance of an agent in the buſineſs, found no 
difficulty in repurchaſing the diſmembered 
eſtate of Montgomery on terms tolerably 
advantageous, and uniting the whole toge- 
ther in the name of the younger brother's 

| | widow 


kle goddeſs to the boſom of her parent 
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widow during her life, with remainder to 
her children equally divided. 


The never-to-be-forgotten liberality of 
thoſe amiable children in the inſtance of 
miniſtering to the imaginary diſtreſs of Lord 
St. Alban, when he encountered them at 
Clifton, gave them an equal right to his 
favours; and he alſo equally divided his 
heart between them, allowing only for the 
different claims of fervent love and diſpaſ- 
ſionate friendſhip : there, indeed, the largeſt 
portion fell to the lot of the all-enchanting 
Loretta. | 


„ Caſt your bread on the waters, and 

after ſeven days you ſhall find it again,” 
ſays the prophet; and was ever prophecy 
better fulfilled than in the recompence 


which awaited the bountiful Orphans of 


His 
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„ His Lordſhip had but one effential to 


accompliſh after compleating his purchaſe, 

which he effected without the ſmalleſt pe- 
f MW cuniary inconvenience, the funded pro- 
ff WM perty ſaved in his minority being four times 
4 as much as he ſtood in need of: this one 
at was, repairing, beautifying, and furniſh- 
(N ing the ſtately but ill-conditioned family 
| manſion ;. a work which would require at 
leaſt fix months to perform, or thrice that 
time, if he had not inveſted the undertakers 
with ſpurs of gold, to quicken their dili- 
gence. 19 ON 


* You will now ſee, Madam,” faid the 
graceful donor, as he preſented the deeds 
of her eſtate ta Mrs. Montgomery, and 
after telling her of the reception going 
forward for her preparations at the Park— 
© you will now fee, that ſelfiſhneſs is the 
great ſpring of all my motions. Ten days 
I have abſented from your ſociety to pro- 
mote my ' own happineſs. I now put in 

| your 
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your keeping the title deeds of a purchaſe 
made for the ſame end; and when I con- 
duct you to the ſeat of your huſband's pro- 


genitors, it is only to take from thence a 


dear, an adorable wife, who will be the 
pride and glory of her St. Alban,” . 


; Reader, "hall you ſeen the modeſt de- 


light of that look with which Loretta met 
the. eyes of, her noble lover, you would 
have ſaid, the warmth of ſenſibility and the 
graces of virtue were never more reſplen- 


dently blended! Or had you beheld the 


maternal cheek of flow-decaying beau- 
ty brightening at every touch of the elegant 
artiſt who ſlowly wrought upon her paſ- 
fions, then would you have cried out 
Oh! Joy, how exquiſite is thy colour- 
ing! Oh! Content, how pathetic thy ſe- 
renity !”.. 


« Lhe duty I owe to my mother,” con- 
tinued his * ae kiſſing 
the 
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the hand of Loretta, “ is as impregnable 4:3 
to the aſſaults of invaſive inclinations, as 1 
my love for this dear creature is ſtrong to 4 
oppoſe all that would rival or impede it.— job: 
| A happy expedient at once reconciles the 1 
duties of a ſon to the felicities of a lover! i 
: Allow me to continue my viſits, and to "ET 
* Wl conccal my views only fo long as till you ink 
, are reſident at the Park; then will I glory 2 
? in declaring them ; then will Miſs Mont- N 1 
gomery, born of an ancient family, miſ- Fo 
treſs of a thouſand pounds a year, find her . , 
way to my mother's heart, not narrowed L 0 
by avarice, though perhaps warped by cer- ; 1 
tain worldly prejudices, which on many q "0 
occaſions may be neceſſary in the ſupport "£1 * 
of hereditary honours 5 an obſervation 1 ? 4a 
make with the greater freedom, becauſe, alk 
had my Loretta been without birth, and | 100 
without fortune, her beauties and her vir- 10 
tues would have ſuperſeded the omiſſion Iii 
of all other local advantages.” 1 
VOL. III. 1 TNeither iy 
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Neither of his enraptured hearers had à | 
ſingle objection to advance againſt the wiſe 
and good plans of his adoption ; and during 

i three weeks that his Lordſhip ſtole on them, 
” almoſt daily, they had nothing to regret 
| but the ſhortneſs of his viſits, in which he 
curtailed himſelf, to prevent awakening 
any ſuſpicion of his intentions until every 
thing was ready for diſcloſure ; nor did he 
even mention the name of Loretta to his 
mother from the time ſhe firſt ſaw and ad- 
mired her at the Maid of Honour's apart- 
ment. | 


Doctor H— continued to call on his in- 
tereſting patient, but oftener in the cha- 
racter of a friend than phyſician. He wns 
well acquainted with Lord St. Alban, but 
g he did not know theſe ladies had ever de. 
pended on his bounty; for it was the re- 
queſt of him, whoſe word was their lau, 
that, on all occaſions, ſhe ſhould aſſert her 

legal conſequence, and ſpeak of her re- 

, moval 


f 
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moval to Montgomery Park as ſoon as her 
FA iirength was ſuthciently eſtabliſhed. 


18 

m, Loretta, at her firſt entrance on ſervi- 

et tude, the better to ſecure a ſafe paſſport for 

he the letters ſhe expected to receive from her 


ng few correſpondents, had cauſed them to be 
ry directed to Sir John Acres' town reſidence, a 


he for the conveniency of being forwarded by 
his his porter, either to Miſs Tilliſon's aparts, 
1 ments in the palace, or to Sir Philip's + 
rt houſe in Eſſex, as the attendance on her 


Lady might require her to move from one 
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place to the other. | 
in- J 
u- In conſequence of this regulation, when 4; 
vas fixed at Streatham, ſhe ſent her addreſs to q 
wt her former lodgings at Hampſtead, requeſt- * 2 bh 
le- ing the woman of the houſe to forward her ! 00 
re- letters, if any ſhould arrive, and had alrea- Fu 
w, dy heard both from Ireland and the Lodge, by 


her which friendly epiſtles were filled with the 
re- overflowing of honeſt heart- felt affection, 
val 12 inter- 
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interlarded with congratulations for the re- 
covery of her dear mother ; together with 
good accounts of their own health, but 
contained no greater matters of importance, 
every thing remaining in the ſame ſtate as 
when they wrote before. 


It was intelligence enough for the diſin- 
tereſted orphan of their love, and ſhe had 
now only to wiſh for a ſimilar gratification 
from a tenderly beloved brother, and at laſt 
began to grow uneaſy at his filence, his laſt 
letter being dated from Liſbon, which 
made her think an anſwer might have met 
her impatience in a much ſhorter time than 
the ſeven weeks ſince ſhe acquainted him 
Of their new obligations to divine Provi— 
dence, for reſtoring them the deareſt of pa- 
* rents—mentally as well as perſonally re- 
ſtored. 


She oſten ſpoke of her fears that ſome- 
thing amiſs muſt have happened to Lewis, 
| | but 
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but never in the preſence of her mother, 
whoſe ſtrength, in fact, was rapidly on the 
decline, though the ſpirits natural to her 


diforder, exhilarated by the happy proſpects 


awaiting her children, ſtill blinded all 


around her to the real danger of her ſitua- 
tion., It was not, therefore, to this ſun- 


beam of departing day that Loretta poured 
out the anxiety the could not ſmother ; but 
having entirely conquered the awe which 
at firſt ſhe felt in the preſence of Lord St. 
Alban, or rather his own ſweet and graci- 
ous attentions having conquered it, to him 
the opened her innocent heart; he ſhared 
in the diſappointment of that heart, and at 
laſt aſſured her, if ſhe did not hear from 
her brother by the next packet, he ſhould 
inſiſt on her ſending a ſpecial meſſenger to 


Liſbon for that intelligence, ſhe ſo ardently 


defired. g 


Theſe converſations were always held in 
low whiſpers, whilſt Mrs. Montgomery, 
| I 3 ſinking 
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ſinking under the conſumptive habit of her 
conititution, flumbered in her chair ; for 
molt religiouſſy had he kept bis promiſe, 


never to deſire a private interview with 


Lorctta. 


It was two days after they laſt talked to- 
gether on the ſubject of Lewis, that, go- 
ing out to walk in the garden, at the re— 
iterated importunities of her mother, who 
fancied ſhe looked pale, and that the air 
would remove her diſorder, in paſſing 
through the little hall paved with black 
and white marble, ſhe ſaw a man, whom 
ſhe knew to be the letter-carrier, turning 
into the back entrance. 


With the fleetneſs of double-winged ex- 
pectation her light ſteps ſoon conveyed her 
by the ſame path he had taken, till ſhe 
came up with this anxiouſly hoped for meſ- 
ſenger, when, breathleſs, ſhe aſked, bad 
| —— 
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r he any letter for Miſs Loretta Montgaw 
r mery?“ 
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1 ] have one for a young woman of that 
name,” ſaid he, as he looked over his bag, 
which contained more than fifty, © but k 
- don't ſuppoſe it can belong to your Lady- - 
- ſhip, though it may to your maid.” 
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« Give it me—give it mel“ cried ſhe 
eagerly, 


EF. Way TP — 


There it is, Madam,“ he tied bav- 
1 ing ſorted it from the reſt. , 


— 


She ſnatched it from his hand, threw 
him a ſhilling, and, without waiting for 
a change, flew with the prize to a ſmall pa- 
r vilion, quite ont of Mrs. Mongomery's 
> view, ſhould ſhe draw towards the window, 
ſo attentive was this amiable creature to 
her filial charge, that already ſhe had pre- 
; determined, ſhould the letter be from 
l Lewis, 
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Lewis, to ſuppreſs, when reading it aloud 
to her mother, whatever paſſages might th 
afflict or too tenderly affect her. ha 


She did not ſo much as caſt her eyes on 
the ſuperſeription, but, tearing the ſeal 
aſunder, and throwing down by her tide 
its clumſy envelope, ſhe only ſaw the well- 
known writing of her well-beloyed Lewis 
on che eleguntly folded letter it incloſed, 


It was a letter calculated for the inſpee- 
tion of his mother; tender, but calm; ani- 
mated, but not violent ; deſcriptive, but 
not retroſpective, He enlarged on their 


preſent happineſs, without looking back on 
their paſt misfortunes. 


6 T ſhall now,” ſaid he, © ſoon throw 
myſelf into the arms of a mother and fiſter 


infinitely dearer to me than I am able to 
expreſs. 


« Though 
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6 Though not my own maſter,” I ſpeak 


thus confidently of my motions, becauſe I 
have the inevitable affliction before my 
eyes, that the taſk of cloſing thoſe of my 
noble friend (I had almoſt ſaid father) is at 
no great diſtance. 


- 


If I have ever ſeen Lord Templevale 
one hour better than another, ſince we 
have been on the. Continent, it was when 
| communicated to him the joyful intelli- 
rence that my Loretta was fheltered in the 
boſom of our adorable mother. Ah! with 
what raptures did he partake of my felicity ! 
He preſſed me to his heart—ſmiled— 
wept—prayed for our dear parent, for you, 
tor me; in thort, never was theiſympathy 
of a father ſtronger for his own children 
than what this good and great man teſtified 
at the account of our newly acquired trea- 
ſure. © Now,” ſaid he, my dear boy,— 
now ſhall I die in peace; and the offspring 
of Montgomery ſhall no more contend 
15 with 
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with the harraſſing torments of depend- 
ance |' To which Lewis added 


66 believe, my. beſt Loretta, that this 
moſt generous of men, whoſe life I would 
prolong by adding years of my own to it, 
if that were poſſible, will put it in our 
power to maintain our ineſtimable mother 


in comfort; and if more ſhould be neceſ— 


ſary, our cheertul diligence ſhall procure it 
for her.” 


Loretta read the whole epiſtle (from 
which this is only an extract) in much haſte, 


being eager to carry it to her mother, who 
had, indeed, even a greater ſhare in the 


contents than herſelf, when haſtily catch- 


ing up the wrapper, the ſaw, what the had 


not ſeen before, that it was filled with writ- 
ing, and addreſſed to Loretta Montgomery, 
which a little ſurpriſed her, becauſe it was 
novel; but, howeyer, it accounted for the 

| poſt- 
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poſt-man's remark, that hz did ngt ſuppoſe 


it could belong to her Ladyſhip. 


Still the unſuſpicious Loretta felt not, 
by anticipation, the blow that awaited her ; 
but wondering what Sir John Acres' porter 
could have to fay, ſhe calmly ſet about ex- 
ploring the myſtery, and to her utter aſto- 
niſhment, inſtcad of the porter's writing, 
found it the ſcrawl of a female, employed 
to convey ſuch intelligence as brought her 
on the borders of diſtraction. Theſe were 
the empoiſoned contents— 


] do not like, any more than my Lady, 
to meddle with profane, diſorderly people; 
but her Ladyſhip commands that I ſhould 


forbid you from having your wnviriuous let- 


ters any more left at or houſe, nor at St. 
James's Palace, Miſs Tilliſon and my Lady 
being both of one mind concerning Leu 
Mes ; ſo you muſt expect no favour from 


us, 
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« Az mighty fine kettle of fiſh you. have 
made of it! A mighty pretty change, 


x - from rags and beggary to riding in a coach, 


and living like a lady! e know it is all 


true, becauſe you have been ſeen flouriſh- 


ing in your chaiſe with another M., I dare 


= ſay as wicked as yourſelf, though you went 


away from your place a poor, loſt thing! 
making your virtuous Lady believe, for- 


ſoothz that you was going to take charge 
of your ſick mother. Mother, indeed !— 


that is a likely ſtory! Mothers do not ride 
about with proſtitute daughters, unleſs they 


happen to be baſtards. Beſides, the Lady 
who told my Lady, who told your Lady at 


the Palace, ſays the young body who was 


with you in the carriage, with a footman, 


forſooth, ſticking up behind when ſhe paſſed 
by you, was more like your ſiſter than your 


mother; and no doubt but ſhe is your ſiſ- 
ter in 1niquity |! 


4 &« Miſs 


, 0 | 
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. * Miſs Tilliſon has told me your direc- 13 
. tion at Hampſtead. | AM 
4 1 
| lf your keeper is an old man, why, you P 5 i} 
. may hve well in this world, but will be 1 
b pinched for it in the next: if a young one, 068 
you then have ſold your ſoul and body for! MY 
. nothing. Think of that, poor thing!“ „ 1 Ly 
| 0 
i Here the unfiniſhed ſcrawl fell from the 15 1 
- hand of ſuffering innocence. She turned 1 ol 
5 ſiek at heart, cold chills ran through her $4 bY 
ö veins, her eyes cloſed, her ſenſes failed, | 1 # 
and from the bench on which the at he YG 
, funk down on the floor. $i k ; 
; In this ſtate ſhe had not remained many = 
| minutes before Lord St. Alban, who was +; 
r juſt alighted, hearing from her mother that 7 48 
N ſhe was in the garden, went thither to ſeek 1 | 
her. With the eagle ſight of a lover his 1 
eyes in an inſtant took a long ſurvey of 
5 every walk, every parterre, and not ſeeing. 


her * 
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her any where, he called, but ſhe anſwered 
not. He then ran to the pavilion—there; 
- alas! he found her, juſt raiſed on her 
knees, her face pale as death, her hands 
-wrung together in agony !_ 


Ah! what a ſituation for the contempla- 
tion of ſuch a lover as Lord St. Alban! It 
was a ſhock which might have reduced him 
to the ſame condition, if the hope of afliſt. 
ing her had not reanimated his ſoul, and 
redoubled his ardour. With eyes flaſhing 
fire What!“ cried he, raiſing her 
in his arms, and ſeating her by his ſide 
© what has happened to my life's treaſure! 
— Has any villain preſumed to frighten or 
inſult you ?—Speak, my loye, or I ſhall be 
- frantic with apprehenſion !”? 


She could only weep——to ſpeak was 
impoſhble ! 


He 


Lt LY — — ö 
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He ſaw her brother's letter which had 
fallen on the ground, and, taking it up, 
exclaimed—* Here I ſhall find the cauſe 
of your ſorrow. Dear creature, compoſe 
your ſpirits, whilſt I examine by what ſharp 
weapon your heart has been pierced, and 
find a cure for the anguiſh it has occaſioned 
you ! * 


© It is not that !—it is not that!“ was 
all the poor Loretta could utter, and thoſe 
few words were interrupted by ſobs, whilſt 
ſhe averted her face, to avoid meeting the 


impaſſioned looks of Lord St. Alban. 


He was ſcarcely a minute in running 
over the contents of Lewis's letter, where 


he could diſcover nothing inimical to her 
tranquillity ; and again he renewed his in- 
treaties that ſhe would tell him the occa- 


ſion of her tears, and no longer torture him 


with ſuſpenſe—worſe than the moſt wretch- 
ed certainty ! 
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« Ah! my Lord,” cried the, her cheeks 
flaming with confuſion I cannot—] 
dare not tell you; but before you read 
this,” holding out the fatal ſcrawl, © hear 
the ſentence I paſs on my own impru- 
dence——Diſgraced in the opinion of vir- 
tuous women, I can be no wife for Lord 


St. Alban !“ 


Not my wife!“ repeated he, thunder- 
ſtruck by a declaration 0 unexpected. 


She would have fled from him; but 
drawing her trembling arm through his, he 
detained her his priſoner by force till he 
had read the tranſcript of a waiting wo- 
man turned Quixote in the cauſe of virtue, 
*when, ſtamping it under his feet with con- 
tempt, he aſked the baſhful mourner, if 


bis affection, and the rectitude of her own 


heart, wanted weight to balance againſt 
one moment of chagrin ? 


Smiling 


00 
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Smiling through thoſe tears which his 
tenderneſs promoted, ſhe replied, that 
knowing herſelf innocent, ſhe felt only for 
his honour, which muſt not be tarniſhed by 
uniting its unſullied brightneſs with a crea- 


ture whoſe reputation was now blaſted for 
ever! 


Leave my honour to its own protee- 
tion, my angel; and if you think me wor- 
thy of ſo great a truſt, put your's under my 
guardianſhip—and may heaven ſhut its 
gates upon me for ever, if I abuſe your 
conlidence | 


* 


* 


* But go, my deareſt life, go back to 
your mother ; adminiſter the rich cordial of 


your brother's letter; and let her not 51 


by your countenance that another diſtreſſed 
more than this clated you. I will remain 
here to ruminate alone. You ſhall know 


the ſequel of my cogitations in due ſeaſon. 
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In the mean time I muſt make this vile 
ſcraw] the companion of my ſolitary mo- 
ments,” 


Loretta, no longer perceiving the neceſ- 
ſity of feeding that falſe delicacy the at firſt 
thought muſt inevitably divide her from the 
lover on whom. her ſoul doated, promiſed 
to obey him in every thing, and went to 
Join her mother, if not chearfully, at leaſt 
with compoſure. 


Lord St. Alban, with his arms crofled, 
ftood in a thoughtful attitude, watching 
her ſteps till he ſaw her enter the houſe; 
then lightly vaulting over a low hedge, that 
ſhe might not ſee him go out at the gate, 
mounted his horſe, and at a pace which 
\ would have inſured the plate, had he been 
running on the turf, preſented himſelf at 
the breakfaſt table of Miſs Tilliſon before 
that young lady had drank her firſt diſh of 


tea. His head was giddy with riding ſo 


ſwiftly ; 


IK 


a 
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ſwiſily ; he threw himſelf into a chair, and 
requeſted a glaſs of water, 


The Maid of Honour, not leſs ſurpriſed 
at fo early a vilit (tor it was not quite ele- 
ven), than at the oddity with which it 
commenced, inſtead of calling a ſervant, 
ran to her dreſſing- room, brought a glaſs 
from her toilet, and preſented it to him, 
which having haſtily ſwallowed, he, with a 


thouſand thanks, apologies, and heſitating 


excuſes, declared himſelf much better, and 


took his place by her {ide with the eaſe o | 


an invited gueſt, 


Miſs Tillifon by this time being on an 
intimate footing, and a great favorite, with 
his mother, who had alſo been often at- 
tended by his Lordihip to her apartments, 
expreſſed a great deal of pleaſure at hearing 
him aver, he had that morning come from 
the country, and had out-rode a jockey, 
not to loſe the r of enjoying her 
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rational converſation one half hour before 
ſhe went to:the Drawing Room. 

* A truce with your flattering compli- 
ments, my Lord,” replied the, ſmiling, 
& I do not pretend to more rationality than 
other young women. However I am rcal- 
ly glad to fee you, particularly as I very 
much wiſh to know how Lady St. Alban 
does, how the air of Humpſicad agrees 
with her, when we are to ſee her again in L 
town ?—and for this long liſt of queſtions 

ve have quite time enough, for the Queen 


ſa 


s lightly indiſpoſed, on which account 2 

0 2 Cc 
„there will be no drawing-room. 

te 

I am glad of it.” a 

V. 

* What! my Lord—are you glad the s 

Queen is indiſpoſed ?” 
« Were ſhe /erior/ly ill, I ſhould be ,- 


riouſly ſorry ; but as you call it a ſlight in- 
| diſpoſition, 
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diſpoſition, there is no harm in expreſſing 
part of the very great pleaſure I feel, that my 
audience may be independent of all limits, 
but ſuch as ſhall be preſcribed by your fair 
ſelf; and I have much to entreat of your 
patience.” 


& Your Lordſhip may freely command,” 
ſaid the, © whatever ſmall ſtock of patience 
poſſeſs. But, pray, firſt inform me of 
Lady St. Alban.” | 


Oh! true my mother: hy, ſhe is 
very well, very comſortable, and will ſoon 
come back to town, I believe. In return, 
tell me, I beſcech you, what is become of 
that little handmaiden I faw with you in 
your royal equipage, and afterwards in this 
very drawing-room ?” 


Have you any particular reaſon, my 
Lord, for ſo ſtrange an enquiry ?” aſked 
the Maid of Honour, in a tone of reſerve. 

| None 
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« None,” replied Lord St. Alban, pen— 
ſively, © which ought to offend Miſs Til- 
liſon.“ | 


« Offended ! and with your Lordſhip ! 
— My queſtion was not in conſequence of 
any doubts I entertain of your eſtabliſhed 
honour. But I thought you might have 
heard ;—and the ſubject always makes me 
grave—it is ſo painful to diſhke where we 
have eſteemed - ſo mortifying to condemn 
what we have approved—that, pardon me 
if I rather wiſh to conceal than blazon the 


57 


errors of a poor, undone creature !” 


« Pardon I Oh! I adore your cha- 
ritable fil'ence ! But is the preſent object 
of it really unworthy ?—and is that object 
Loretta Montgomery?“ 


She ſhook her head. 


c This 
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This ready recollection of a name 


which I did not apprehend to be familiar to 
your Lordſhip, gives me cauſe to believe 
that any illuſtration of her late conduct 1s 
quite unneceſſary.“ | 


« No, dear Miſs Tilliſon, it is from your 
compaſſionate lips, and not ffom the fame- 
deſtroying tongue of monſtrous Nefama- 
tion, that Loretta Mongomery, ſo far as 
my opinion 1s concerned, can be condemn- 
ed or acquitted ; for ſhe mult either be the 
moſt deceitful, or the moſt eſtimable, of 
women !—in characters like her's there can 
be no medium.” 


The Maid of Honour opened her fine 
blue eyes to the meaſure of that aſtoniſh- 
ment by which ſhe was actuated ; and aſk- 
ed his Lordſhip what ſhe was to underſtand 


from the extraordinary warmth of his ex- 


preſſion ? 


« I would 
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„I would have it unfold to your view, 
amiable Miſs Tillifon, the motive to which 
you owe my intruſion this morning; but 
what you cannot gueſs I will hereafter ex- 
plain : only firſt tell me—Did you diſcover 
any blameable ?raits in the character of Lo- 
retta Montgomery during the whole ſpace 
of time ſhe had the honour of being under 
your protection?“ | 


On the contrary !” replied ſhe, tears 
ſtarting to her eyes. © I loved her, fo 
did my father, ſo did my mother, for a 
» thouſand amiable qualifications ſuperior to 
a ſtation which did not ſeem to degrade 
her, but which her virtues, real or pre- 
- tended, appeared to dignify.” 


© 80 far, then, you make your veracity 
reſponlible for this at preſent diſputed re- 
putation !” 
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* 50 far, but, no farther, my Lord!“ 


Charming Miſs Tillifon ! you have 
ſaid enough. I want no other evidence of 
Miſs Montgomery's rectitude ſince ſhe left 
your family than that of my own ſenſes.” 


Lord St. Alban !—you amaze me !— 
What do you know of this ill guided 
girl? Imprudent ſhe ung have been; but 
if you can convince me ſhe is guilty of no- 
thing more criminal than imprudence, I 
am ready ſtill to be her friend, and to un- 
deceive Lady Acres, whoſe opinion of her 
unworthineſs is much deeper rooted than 
my own.” 


« Curſe Lady Acres | * muttered his 
Lordſhip. 


« Fie! my Lord. She does not deferve 
ſo horrid an imprecation !” 


* , = 
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But e, and the whole claſs of ſcan- 
dal framers, deſerves to be hunted from ſo- 
ciety, Madam !—They are murderers of 
the worſt deſcription.!—deſtroyers of well- 
earned tranquillity !—manglers, inhuman 
manglers, of artleſs innocence !” 


« And are you fare, my Lord, that, in 
this particular inſtance, the odious term of 
ſcandalw»framer belongs to Lady Acres ?— 
Can Loretta Montgomery have exchanged 
Gependance for affluence, without giving 
cauſe for what you denominate ſcandal ?— 
If not, Lady Acres muſt ſtand acquitted by 
Juſtice, however open to the cenſure of re- 
dundant clemency.” 


There is no other woman than your- 
ſelf that I could have fo long liftened to 
with patience, when my heart is throbbing 
to defend its divine miſtreſs from the at- 
tacks of inſulting calumny—1 do more, I 
hear you with admiration. Your diſtine- 
57% - tions 
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tions are nicely difcriminating——appear- 


ances may have deceived—and, for your 


ſake, I will try to think with leſs acrimony 

of her Ladyſhip's poiſoning abilities; hut, 

tor her mode of diſpenſing them read, 

Madam (putting the paper which ſo much 

injured Loretta into her hand), read, and- 
tell me, if, for an inſult like this, ſhe is 
ever to be pardoned !” 


She did read it; and, having done fo, 
confeſſed ſuch a ſubje& ſhould not have 
been intruſted to the pen of a ſeryant, who, 
it was highly probable, from envy, natural 
to her claſs, might have given a- much 
ſtronger colouring to the reſentment of 
Lady Acres, than Lady Acres herſelf had 


authoriſed.” 


E If you proceed at this rate,” cried, 


rd St. Alban, © you will force me to for- 


give them all in toto. But as you make 
me merciful, he yourſelf merciful. Hear 4, 
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me cxplain the ſituation of your ci-devant 
attendant. Examine with generous can- 
dour the critical predicament in which I 
ftand :—an honourable paſſion inviting one 
way, irreſiſtible duty compelling me ano- 


ther. Till theſe two extremes can be 


brought-to unite in one point, I aſk not 


only your compaſſion, but I alſo implore 
our aſſiſtance.” 


I ſhall feel myſelf,” replied the Maid 
of Honour, © gratified by your Lordſhip's 


confidence. On the goodnefs of your 


heart, and the rectitude of your intentions, 
I have all proper reliance, before I engage 
to ſerve you, I muſt not only fully compre- 
hend, but as fully approve, the nature of 
theſe ſervices on which you would employ 
me; and, before-hand, I declare, that 
ſhould your requiſition of ſervices from me 


in any manner aim at the peace of Lady 


__ +», BSt.*Alban, through your own degradation, 
5 I muſt renounce the pleaſure and honour I 


> 
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5 ſhall 
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ſhall otherwiſe experience in * 
your wiſhes.“ 


With theſe conditions I am infinitely 


ſatisfied,” returned his Lordſhip, and im- ; 


mediately, with that amiable frankneſs 
which might be called the criterion of 
truth, becauſe, hke the 'Tower ſtamp, it 
will cover nothing baſe, he commenced the 
intereſting hiſtory of his heart; and, in 
leſs than an hour, it had yielded up the 
whole of its contents, in which Miſs Tilli- 
ſon could find nothing to condemn, but 
very much to admire. ww 


Maſter of his own paſſions, he was no 
novice in the art of managing thoſe of his 


fair auditreſs. As he played on the various 


ſprings of ſenſibility, fe trembled at the 
touch !—now her compaſſion was engaged 
by the woes of Mrs. Montgomery'!—now 
her ſympathy for the injured, innocent 
Loretta. At length, melting into tears, 
| K 3 ſhe 
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ſhe claſped her hands together, and ex- 
claimed Oh! my Lord, what a tale 
have you told me! Your generoſity is 
unparalleled—your honour exemplary !— 
Such as you deſcribe Miſs Montgomery, 
there is not a man in the world can deſerve 
her but yourſelf, Now I am, indeed, the 
friend of your mutual attachment ; and 
now inſtruct me how it will be in my power 
to ſerve you.“ 


His Lordſhip's energy was not ſo much 
exhauſted in the diſplay of his tender feel- 
ings, but that there ſtill remained enough 
to exemplify thoſe of gratitude. 


His charming confidant, inſtigated” by 
him, promiſed, without divulging the grand 
ſecret, to undeceive Lady Acres, and make 
her undeceive others, to whom, through 
her means, the ignominious report of Lo- 
_retta's fall from virtue might moſt probably 


have extended. | 
« This, 


ea! 


In 
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* 'This,” ſaid the kind-hearted young 
patroneſs of aſperſed innocence, © I ſhall 
eaſily effect. There is nothing in the 
world to which Lady Acres is ſo much de- 
voted as to riches : ſo religioufly does ſhe 
incline to that ſort of worſhip, that ſhe 
even bows herſelf down before any other 
body's molten image, though ſure to reap 
neither credit or emolument by the unpro- 
fitable proftration.” 


Then I hope, my lovely friend, you 
will not forget,” cried Lord St. Alban, “ to 
blazon the honeſt pretenſtons of my Lo- 
retta 2” 


„ That,” ſaidaſhe, © will be my ſheet: 
anchor ; for when I talk to Lady Acres of 
family poſſeſſions, houſes, and parks, I 


ſhall ſoon make her diſcredit all the has 
heard, unſay all ſhe has ſaid, and undo all 
ſhe has done, to the prejudice of Miſs 


Montgomery. Tour mother, my Lord, 


K 4 notwith- 
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notwithitanding ſhe is quite of another de- 
ſcription, under your ſanction, muſt be at- 
| tacked with the ſame weapons, to pave the 
way for a favourable reception of your pro- 


poſals, when you think it convenient to lay 
them before her Ladyſhip.” 


Tranſported with ſo much goodnofs, 
combined with ſo much prudence, Lord 
St. Alban caſt himſelf at the feet of Miſs 


- Tillifon, to teſtify his acknowledgements ; 


but ſhe prayed him to riſe, ſaying with a 
ſmile, what a recompence are you mak- 
ing for my good offices; would you ex- 
poſe me like a heroine in romance; to the 
ridicule of any chance viſitor who might 
happen to drop in and figd you in this ex- 
traordinary attitude?“ AH 


* It is for ſuch charming women as your- 
ſelf to have. every, thing their own way,” 


be replied; © ſo here I ſtand to receive 


your further inſtructions, Yet tell me, I 
| beſeech 
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beſeech you, if Lady Acres refuſes to 
believe Loretta innocent, what is to be 
done then?“ 


Had I only words to advance,“ ſaid 
ſhe, © their effects may, as you obſerve, 
be uncertain ; but I ſhould hope Lady 
Acres knows me too well, to ſuppoſe I 
would become the advocate of vice, or that 
I ſhould beſtow my viſits on a doubtful 
character.” 


« Viſits!” repeated Lord St. Alban. 
Are you indeed fo gracious, ſo very con- 


deſcending, to think of honouring my Lo- 


retta with a viſit ?” A 


« Firſt give me leave to aſk; do you, 
my Lord, intend to marry Miſs TO: 


mery 2?” 


2 Do I hope for Heaven! My God, what 2 


a a queſtion | 1 — 


Kk 5 2 By 


* 


18 


= 
4% 
1 
J 
44 
* 
Y 
4 
2 
31 
1 . 
12 
* 
j 
i 
- 
ft * 


2 1 


— 
1 


6 


0 EY n * 
"I * * 


F 22 2 k 


202 THE ORPHANS 


Buy the ſame rule, what a queſtion was 
your's my Lord! Does not your avowed 
love ſanction my friendſhip ? What gra- 
ciouſneſs then, what condeſcention, that a 
little nobody like me, ſhould aſpire to the 
honour of being well with the future Coun- 

teſs of St. Alban!“ 


HgBleſs you!“ cried he; © this kindneſs 
will «reſtore peace to the broken heart of 
my angel, whoſe delicacy has this day been 
deeply, cruelly wounded.” 


Their intereſting 7zete-a-te/e might have 
continued much longer, if other company 

had not been announced, when Lord St. 
Alban joyfully took himſelf off, leaving in 

her poſſeſſion, a direction to Mrs. Mont- 
gomery's villa. Thither he returned, and 

Miſs Tillifon being ſoon after ſet at liberty, 

' repaired to the houſe of Sir John Acres, to 

® > Hegin her attack rather on the juſtice, than 
tender feelings of her Ladyſhip. Beſides, 


& there 
* 


1 . * 
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5 there was another inducement for ſo early 
an appeal againſt tHe ſeverity of that ſen- 

( tence, pronounced by Lady Acres on the 

4 unoffending Loretta. | 


— 


— 


5 Miſs Tillifon had of late become ex- 
tremely ſond of Harriet Acres, and ſhe had 


it in contemplation to make her the com- 


; panion of a viſit which the meditated per- 
f forming that evening, to the recluſes of 
\ Streatham. A FRY 


Miſs Tillifon was « favour vilitor, and 


0 always well received by Lady Acres, not fo 
N much on her own account, as for the ſake 
. of her Couſin Melbourn, who being a little 
1 refractory to the commands of his mamma, 


J had not as yet talked of love to Harriet 
d Acres, although very much had been ſpoken 
„ on that ſubject o her by his female proxies, 

which pleaſed her much better, than to 


n have heard him plead in the ſame language 
, from himſelf, Both were extremely ſatis- 
> | | K 6 fied 
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ſied with each other as friends, and might 
have grown into lovers; had not their hearts 
been pre-engaged for the long dance of 
life, to reſpective partners of their own 
chuſing. Harriet had tried to like Mel- 
bourn, becauſe he was the choice of her 
parents, but in ſpite of her beſt efforts, ſhe 
could like only Lewis Montgomery. 


| | Algernon Melbourn admired Miſs Acres, 
. but could love only his Couſin Olivia, and 
being informed of cach other's ſentiments, 


the moſt perfect 2 ſubſiſted between 
them. | | 


Under appearances ſo flattering, it is 
not to be wondered at, that the careful mo- 
chers of theſe young people ſhould deceive 


themſelves, by ſuppoſing Algernon's tardi- 
neſs procceded from reluctance to an im- 


mediate change of condition, in which nei- 
ther the ſtate itſelf, or the lady was con- 
cerned; and that the the marriage had 


been 


* 
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been protracted, it would certainly take 
place at a morg diſtant period, 


To haſten the advance of this deſirable 
event, both Lady Acres and Mrs. Mel- 
bourn, paid great court to the Maid of 
Honour, not ſuſpecting ſhe had any claim 
on his affections ; but believing her influ- 
ence over his judgment to be unbounded, 
they deſigned making that very influence, 
which her virtues and his love had created, 
ſervicable to their own devices; nor did 
their ſtupidity diſcover the abſolute failure 
of their deep laid plan, by means of the 
perfect underſtanding this united trio had 


acquired of each other's ſentiments, which 
were one and all revolutionary. - 


Under theſe deceptious circumſtances, 
when Miſs Tilhſon entered on the vindica- 


tion of Loretta, Lady Acres liſtened with 
the moſt flattering condeſcenfion, as did 
her daughter with joy unreſtrainable, to the 

- maryellous 
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marvellbus tale, that accounted, without 
impeachment of character, for the ſplendid 
condition which occafioned ſo dreadful a 
vote of cenſure to fall on the innocent Or- 
phan of Snowdon !—her earlieſt compa- 
nion !—her beſt beloved friend the fiſter 
of her fondly remembered Lewis! Her 
delight ſhone in tears of exquilite ſenſibi- 
lity, whilſt the pleature exprefed by Lady 
Acres was ſo mixed with confuſion, that 
the reality might have been diſputed. 


She thought proper to make fome apo- 
logy for the too ready credit given to the 
malicious ſlanderers of her poor, dear mo- 
ther's favourite child of charity wondered 
what was become of the boy, her brother 
—aſked a thouſand queſtions about the 
Montgomery eſtate, the houſe, the family, 
and how theſe little mendicant mortals, 
who ſeemed to belong to nobody, could 
| Have arrived at a ſucceſſion ſo important? 


To 


— 
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To which Miſs Tilliſon replied, they 
had recovered their rights, and were put 
in poſſeſſion of them by a perſon of conſe- 
quence, who ſaw them by accident, heard 
with compaſſion the accumulated woes by 
which the parents had been purſued, pitied 
the widow, loved the orphans, and ſtopped 
at nothing lets than the full redreſs of their 
grievances. 


« It is vaſtly odd, I declare!“ ſaid Lady 
Acres. | 


* What is vaſtly odd, my dear?“ crigd 
Sir John, who at that moment came into 
the room; then ſtepping to Miſs Tilliſon, 
and you, my ſweet little Maid of Ho- 
nour,” giving her a friendly ſhake by the 
hand, © what news. do you bring from 
Court, that makes my wite ſtare, and my 
daughte:'s face look like an April morn- 
ing?“ Ds 


9 cc Oh, 
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2 * Oh, papa !—ſuch news !—ſuch charm- 
ing news!“ exclaimed Harriet before Miſs 
Tilliſon had time to anſwer for herſelf ;— 
« our Loretta is a, woman of family !—a 

woman of conſequence !—a woman of for- 
tune !—a woman of the pureſt modeſty, 
and immaculate honour !” 


© You are extremely rude, Miſs Acres,” 
ſaid her mother. Your romantic effu- 
fions prevent every body from ſpeaking but 
yourſelf! Pardon her, Miſs Tillifon, and 
be ſo good juſt to repeat tho heads only to 
Sir John of that ſtrange hiſtory you have 
been giving us.” 


« Between you both,” cried the baro- 
net, I comprehend enough to make me 
- eager for the whole hiſtory, ſo far as it con- 
cerns my favourite Loretta Montgomery, 
who has been moſt inhumanly, and, I dare 
ſay, moſt unjuſtly ſcandalized | Come, 
then, my fair one, from you I hope an ex- 

planation 


— 
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planation which will rejoice me as much as | 
it may have given pain to other people,” * 
caſting a glance of reproach at Lady Acres, 
who replied, with the moſt perfect ang 6 
froid, that it was ſufficient for her to be i 
ſatisfied with whatever ſhe did, and not 1 
trouble herſelf about ſubſequent conſe- Mt 
quences. 


Harriet, fearing one of thofe domeſtic 
ſtorms which now frequently diſturbed the 
atmoſphere of connubial ſunſhine, touched 
the ſleeve of her young.triend, who, taking 
the hint, ſoon got the talk all to herſelf, 
and by the time her twice-told tale was 
ended, Sir John's pleaſant humour appear- 
ed uninterſected by a ſingle cloud. Even 
Lady Acres ſeemed penetrated more than 


before with the good fortune of her mo- 

ther's prote&gees. 97 * 
When the Maid of Honour declared ſne 

would embrace the amiable Loretta tat 


very 
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very afternoon——* Oh! for God's ſake, 
take me with you,” cried Harriet. 


& Certainly,” ſhe replied, © if J have 
the permiſſion of Sir John and Lady 


Acres.” 


* Yes, ſhe ſhall go,“ ſaid Sir John; 
* and you may tell the ſweet creature how 
anxious my wiſe and I are to pay our com- 
pliments to Mrs. Montgomery, as well as 
to aſſure ann of our i love, joy, and 
— wiſhes.“ 


* There is a great deal too much of it, 


Sir John,” 9 remarked her Lady- 
ſhip.“ | 


i « Well, if you think ſo, my Lady, I 
will make a change of the meſſage. Tell 


her, Harriet, that ſhe has been ſcurvily 
uſed by thoſe whoſe duty it was to have 
cheriſhed and ſupported her!“ 

If 


de 
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& If Jam ineluded under this degrading + 
addition to your former ſervile meflage, Sir 
John, it ſhall never be delivered by any 


daughter of mine !” 


* Come, come, my dear—can we ſend 
a better ambaſſadreſs? Either you or I | 


have been much to blame, I do not ſay "0 
which; but a pardon muſt be obtained for 
the offender, and who ſo likely to obtain 


it as Harriet?“ f : 
* Sir John Acres—how dare you affront 
me ſo groſsly!“ 


Lady Acres—how did you dare to in- 
ſult, by promulgating your own ſuſpicions, 
the character of a virtuous young woman ? 
Ho dare you to do her fo great an in- 4 
jury, yet refuſe to ſolicit her forgiveneſs — * 
Had I injured a ſhoe-black, by G—, I 
would beg his pardon ! But, fince you m# 
are ſo d—d proud, Harriet ſhall leave you 


out 


* 
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out of the queſtion; and aſk only the re- 
miſſion of her father's ſins, for permitting 
any member of his family to act in ill-na- 
tured Wen to his own ſentiments!“ 


* You 8 Sir J ohn, that the reports 


againſt her were not of my raiſing.” 


I know they were of your ſpreading. 


—Aſk Miſs Tilliſon whether fe ever heard 


them from any other authority?“ 


The young ladies now both interfered to 


quell a contention which promiſed no quiet 


termination ; and by directing their force 
all on the ſide of Lady Acres, brought 
about ſo compleat a reconciliation, that 


they were mutually charged with the love 
of each party to Miſs Montgomery; as al- 


ſo to ſignify their intentions of ſoon waiting 
upon her with their perſonal congratula- 


tions. 


„ Harriet 


Sys % 


* 
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Harriet afterwards, as was often her cuſ- 
tom, went to dine with the Maids of Ho- 
nour; and in the eveningyher father's car- 


riage attended to convey her and Miſs 
Tilliſon to Streatham. | | 


On the road they paſſed Lord St. Alban, 
who, with a ſmiling bow, kiſſed his hand 
to Miſs Tillifon ; but gueſſing to what port 


ſhe was bound, and uncertain as to the 


deſtination of her travelling companion, or 
how far ſhe might be in their confidence, 
he made no effort to detain her. \ 


«* Who is that handſome man?“ aſked 
Miſs Acres. I think you ſeem to un- 
derſtand one another ; and,” added ſhe, 
laughing, © take care, leaſt T whiſper my 
imaginary lover that I ſuſpect he might find 
a rival in” the formidable ſtranger, whoſe 
looks you meet with ſo much cordiality.” 


cc To 


— 
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* To prevent your miſchievous inten- 
tions, I ſhall tell you a ſecret,” replied the 
Maid of Honougy © It is that, unhappily 
for me, however-fortunate for my couſin, I 
can have no variety of choice between Al- 
gernon and Lord = Alban, the latter be- 


ing already hedyoke, 


\ 


« Well, eried ſhe, « ] could almoſt 
"find in my heart to envy the woman 1 by 
whom he is beſpoke.” 


« What! and forget poor Lewis !” 


Perhaps,“ anſwered Harriet with a 

ſigh, it might be quite as well if I could 

forget him! He never thought of me 

why, then, ſhould I think of him ?—But 
I am a fool!” 


Ge Indeed; my dear, I muſt join in the 
>, fame opinion, if you begin to deſpair, when 
Hope gives you ſo ſweet a peep into her 
treaſury. 


rs — 28 
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treaſury. Lewis Montgomery is no more 


the needy orphan of unknown parents, but 


of birth and fortune that will bring no diſ- 
grace on your own. If he has not declared 
his preference for you to all other women 
in the world, it is only modeſt inferiority 
that reſtrains him. Every bar is now re- 
moved but one, which will not long be an 
impediment; for this day couſin Algernon 
has gained upon my aunt Melbourn to ac- 
cept me for her daughter. To-morrow 
they ſet out together for Eflex ; and when: 
my parents have ſanctioned our union, then 
your mother will be let into the whole 
myſtery, but not before; ſuch being the 
decree of my aunt, who fears Lady Acres 
almoſt as much as ſhe loves her ſon.” 
% That which will be my mother's diſ- 
appointment makes my feheity,” ſaid the 
delighted Harriet. © Ttuely ridiculous as 
has been the predicament in which I have 
ſtood; ever ſince my ſuppoſitious engage- 
| ment 


fs 


216 THE ORPHANS» 


ment to your couſin, I am ſure, ſrom his 
own confeſſion, my poor fellow-ſufferer has 
had his ſhare of the diſugreeables ; and I 
thank you with all my heart, deareſt Olivia, 
for ſhackling him, and ſetting me at li- 
berty.” 1 


« Becauſe you may think with impunity 
on Lewis Montgomery !” 
_ YE 8 
No: to think of him would be mad- 
neſs!” 


And not to think of him impoſſi- 
n 


« Oh! for God's ſake, Miſs Tilliſon, 
never hint to our Loretta that her brother 


is any thing to me! Once more, for the 


thouſandth time, I aver to you, I have no 
- reaſon to hope, I mean to believe, my 
opinion-of his merit is of any conſequence 
to him. Or ſuppoſe, juſt for. argument's 

| | ſake, 
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ſake, he ſhould have remembered me with 
kindneſs !——what then? Can you ſup- 
poſe my mother, however my father may 
incline, will ever content that poor one 
thouſand a year ſhall join hands with their 
vaſt property, to which, alas! for my tor- 
ment, there is no other heir than myſelf ?” 


Les, replied the Maid of Honour, 

« I ſhall certainly keep your counſel. Bux 
as to your mother's objections, they do. not 
appear to me half ſo invincible as you ima- 
gine. Excuſe me, my dear, if I ſay the 
idolatry of money is not the only propen- 
ſity by which the mind of Lady Acres is 
governed. Rank has 9 the ſecond, 
if not the firſt, place in her affection; ſo * 
that though ſhe may. refuſe you to Lewis 
Montgomery, ſhe as ſurely will not reject 0 

. ſuch propoſals as are made to you by the 

| brother of Lady St. Alban!“ 


i. ox Js. 
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Harriet was filent from aftoniſhment ;— 
but how did her wonder increaſe, when, 
under the ſeal of ſecrecy, Miſs Tilliſon un- 
folded the bright proſpects awaitigg her 
beloved Loretta, in becoming the Counteſs 
of Lord St. Alban. 


Nothing was concealed of their extraor- 
dinary adventures—nothing forgot of his 
Humanity to her mother—of his generoſity 
to her family—of his tender, honourable, 
and paſſionate attachment to herſelf. 


Long as the road appeared to Harriet be- 
fore this delighttul topic was brought on 
the tapis, her affectionate impatience to 
embrace Loretta ſeemed ſubſided, or rather 
inundated, by emotions of joy, ſo exquiſite, 


* +o impetuous, as to overwhelm all other 


defires but that of prolonging the charming 
#te-a-ttte, from which ſhe privately drew 
conſequences to herſelf of the moſt flatter- 

ing complexion, 
But 


bling fingers which retained them, the | 
crimſon glow of inſulted innocence that 


* 
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But all extremes of pain or pleaſure muſt 
have an end, and I leave the fair goſſips 
almoſt at the end of their drive, though 
not of their tale, juſt to look back on the 
Orphan of Snowdon, from that time when, 
at her noble lover's requeſt, the agonized 
girl returned to her mother with Lewis's 
letter in her hand, expecting every moment 
his re-appearance in the parlour, 


Mrs. Montgomery was ſo fully engroſſed 
by the contents of her ſon's duteous epiſtle 
as not to be alarmed at the agitation of 
voice which announced them, the trem- 


covered her intelligent countenance, or the 
tears of ſorrow which ſtrayed down the 
cheeks of Loretta, as if to quench the burn= | 
ing blathes ſhame had imprinted on them. 
— The only obſervation made by her tender 
mother went no further, than to ſuppoſe 
theſe ſymptoms had their origin partly in 

„ the 
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he pleaſing expectation of ſoon ſeeing her 
beloved brother, partly from the pain ſhe 

muſt naturally experience for the loſs, both 

to Lewis and herſelf, of ſuch a friend, ſuch 
a a benefactor, as Lord Templevale. 


Of theſe ideas the prudent Loretta did 
not attempt to diſpoſſeſs her, to make room 
for /uggeſtions which might be equally fatal 
to her peace, as the reality of diſgrace had 


already blaſted the faireſt of her own proſ- 
pects. 7785 


With indeſeribable anxiety three quar- 
ters of an hour ſhe waited by the ſide of her 

mother, liſtening to every ſtep, and ſtart- 
ing at every ſound, beyond the door of 

their apartment; till, unable any longer 

to reſtrain her emotions, pretending to 
have left her handkerchief in the garden, 
ſhe ran thither, not to look for what ſhe 
had not loſt, but to ſend her eager eyes in 
ſearch of Lord St. Alban. 


— 
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It was in vain that ſhe ſought him every 
where He has forſaken me !” cried - 
ſhe in a voice of diſtraction. © Ungene- 
rous St. Alban! whoſe notice has tarniſhed 
my fame !—are you the firſt to confirm my, 
ſuppoſitious guilt to fix, by your cruel 
deſertion, a laſting ſtain on the purity of 
that wretched orphan, once cheriſhed by 
your charity !—raiſed from nothingneſs to 
importance by your benevolence !—and,, 
oh, God ! taught to raiſe her humble views 
a flight beyond ambition by your partia- 
lity !” 
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_ Giving vent to exclamations like theſe, 
Loretta continued ſo long abſent, that her 
mother came into the garden, thinking 


ſomething very particular muſt have hap- 
pened, 


The airy fleeting form of this dear pa- 
rent, with panting reſpiration, approaching 
towards her, firſt recalled the fruntig 

N L 3 mouth 
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mourner to ſome degree of recollection.— 
She aſſured her nothing was the matter— 
aſſumed the appearance of ſerenity—aſliſt- 
ed her mother to make a ſhort tour round 
the walks—talked cheerfully of her bro- 
ther, and even when they ſat down to 
table, though choaking with internal ago- 
ny, ſtrove to eat ; but would certainly have 
failed in the effort, if, before the fork 


touched her lips, Lord St. Alban had not 


made his entrance, more lively, more ani- 


+ mated, more happy, than ſhe ever ſaw him 


look betore. 


Loretta's eyes alone ſpoke the revolution 
in her mind from ſadneſs to joy, from de- 
ſpair to hope, as her elegant lover ſat down 


between the delighted mother and the more 
than delighted daughter. To the former 


he made a ſtudied apology for dropping in 
at an hour ſo unſeaſonable (the ſervant be- 
ing preſent), and to his beautiful embar- 
piſſed 1 miſtreſs, — onl y thoſe filent atten- 


* i | tions 


* 
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tions which none but themſelves could un- 


derſtand, till the cloth was removed and 


the domeſtic withdrawn, when, taking a 
hand from each of his fair neighbours, he 


aſked Mrs. Montgomery's pardon for the 


abruptneſs with which he had made his en- 
quiries after her health that morning; and 
then, before ſhe had the power to an- 


nounce his ſorgiveneſs, turning to Loretta 


* And you, my ſweet love,” ſaid he, 


« you, I fear, have condemned your faiths. 


ful St. Alban as a monſter of.“ 


Loretta interrupted him with a look 
which told him that her mother knew no- 
thing of the interview that had taken place 
between them in the garden; and ſeemed 
| alto to beſeech him that ſhe might ſtill. be 


ſpared the mortification of knowing the N 


dreadful difgrace under which ſhe was ſo 
unhappily ſuffering. . 
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He comprehended the filent caution, 
and continued ' ſubſtituting the phraſe of 
enpoliteneſs for that of ingratitude ; then 
added —* My dear Madam, I can no lon- 
ger keep my approaching felicity to myſelf 
Zit is too great for my own heart. Since 
I ſaw you laſt I have diſcloſed it to an 
amiable friend of my Loretta; as mine, I 
hope ſhe will not be diſpleaſed to receive 
the congratulations of Miſs Tilliſon, who, 
as my ſuture wife, longs to bring them to 
her in perſon ; and I have ſome reaſon to 


-* think ſhe will pay her compliments to Mrs. 


Montgomery this very evening. I cannot 
ſtay to partake ,of her viſit ; I have other 
and momentous buſineſs which muſt carry 
me to Hampſtead before l ſleep.” 


Mrs. Montgomery, who, in the moſt 
lively expreſſions, 'was yielding up her 
whole ſoul to gratitude, ſaw, with aſtoniſh- 
ment, .her lovely daughter at the feet of 
her noble lover, and heard her ſay—“ Dear, 
generous 
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generous Lord St. Alban, preſerver of the 


widow's life !—preſerver of the orphan's 


reputation and at what a price have you 
redeemed it! Ah! to what honours cxalted 
the fallen Loretta! 


Lou affect your mother too much, my 


beſt love !” ſaid his Lordſhip, raiſing her 


in his arms. ; 


«© Oh, God!“ cried her mother, © what 
is this I hear! Explain the meaning of 
thoſe terrible words, the fallen Loretta. 
If Loretta has——." 


He interrupted her, ſmiling—“ No, my 
dear Madam! Angels themſelves have 


fallen; but your angel daughter never fell! 


— Her preſent ſituation, it ſeems, has been 
miſunderſtood, through the medium of a 
well intended but injurious concealment on 


my part, I haye ſeen my error, and taken 
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| ſteps to counteract the pernicious conſe- 


quencW of a too timid diſcretion. 


I leave her to a fuller diſcuſſion of this 
implicated charge; and if you do not ſee 
me again to-morrow, be aſſured 1s.1s only 
the haſtening my union with the lovelieſt 
#nd beſt beloved of women which can oc- 


caſion my detenſion beyond that time.— 


Then kiſſing the widow's hand, and em- 
bracing the orphan in a more than chriſtian- 


like manner, he left them, utterly incapa- 
ble of cloathing their thoughts in any garb 
© reſembling language; and ſcarcely had 


Loretta, after he was gone, rehearſed the 
rightful incidents of the morning, before 


; ſhe found herſelf alternately preſſed in the 
arms of Harriet Acres and Miſs Tillifon, 


To ſay more would be to aſſume the 


right of dictating to young ladies how they 


ought to bave felt, and what they ought to 


have ſaid, on ſuch an occaſion, and to ſuch 


viſitors, 


han AA 
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viſitors, had they been exactly in the ſame 
ſituation with the once humbled but now 
exalted Loretta. 


From the moment of their departure, 
which was not till late in the evening, ſhe 
longed impatiently for the lapſe of time, 


. 


again to pour out her lively ardour of 6 


knowledgments to Lord St. Alban, for the 
exquiſite felicity brought home to her 
heart through the medium of his unprece- 
dented generoſity. 


Sleeping or waking bis image was ever 
before her always lovely, amiable, and be- 
loved! But in her disjointed dreams, 
ſometimes he appeared diſtreſſed, afflicted 
by difficulties, from which ſhe ſaw him 


vainly endeayouring to extricate himſelf, — 


Her ſleep had been ſo often interrupted by 
reſtleſs viſions of the night, that ſhe lay in 


bed much longer than uſual, and was at 
„ laſt 
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»- laſt awakened by her maid, who came to 


tell hera lady waited for her m the parlour. 


She aſked if it was either of thoſe ſhe 
bad ſeen on the preceding evening.— . 
8 No, was the reply; but a tall, elderly 
. perſon, who looked to be of vaſt conſe- 

«quence, and came in a fine coach, attend- 
- ed by ſeveral ſervants. | 

Mrs. Montgomery was ſtill ſleeping. — 
Loretta, without diſturbing her, ſoon ar- 
ranged her own external appearance, whilſt 
her internal diſorder increaſed every mo- 
ment. A thouſand times ſhe repeated to 
berſelf, Who can this viſitor be? and be- 
fore ſhe reached the parlour door not one 
ſanguine drop gave animation to her cheeks, 
or coloured her lips with their accuſtomed 
coral. Her limbs trembled as ſhe turned 
the lock, but fight did not deſert her till 
her eyes were encountered by thoſe of St. 
Albag s mother; and, in her terrified ima- 


gination, 


— 
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gination, thoſe of a baſiliſk would not have 


been more fatal. 


The Counteſs, taking her hand, addreſ- 
ſed her with ſo much kindneſs, that her 
terrors began to ſubſide, and were ſoon 
entirely vanquiſhed, by her dreaded viſi- 
tor's augmenting condeſcenſion. 


I have ſurpriſed you,” ſaid ſhe, © my 
dear Miſs Montgomery ; but why ſhould 
my preſence alarm you? I ſhall not for- 
give myſelf for a well meaning yet too ſyd- 


den intruſion, unleſs I -ſce. Jou reaſſume 


that ſweet ſerenity my eagernels to fore- 


ſtal my ſon in his devoirs has put to 
flight.” 


Loretta attempted to F peak, but Lady 


St. Alban gently laying her hand on the 
quivering lips of the agitated Loretta 
* I will not permit you to utter a ſyllable,” 
ſaid ſhe in tones the moſt gracious, © un- 

til 


* 
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til I have told you the cauſe of my coming 
hither at ſo early an hour. Sit down, my 
child ; caſt off that reſerve which ought not 
to exiſt between thoſe who muſt hereafter 
be even ſomething more than friends.” 


* 


Loretta's face was now covered with 
bluſhes, as the ſignified her obedience by a 
graceful bend of her beautiful perſon. 


“ Suppoſe St. Alban,” continued her 
Ladyſhip, “ had been himſelf the meſſen- 
Her of my conſent to his union with you, I 
- think you would not have been more em- 
barraſſed than to hear the ſame tidings an- 
nounced by his mother. Yes, my dear, I 
give it with all my heart ; not as a tribute 


to your charms, but as the reward of your 


virtues !” 

The Orphan of Snowdon, oppreſſed by 
ſaeh unexpected generoſity, fell down at 
the feet of Lady St. Alban. The moſt 


tender 
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tender ſcene enſued, and was ſacceeded by 
a candid confeſſion of the difficulties Lord 
St. Alban encountered before he could ac- 


compliſh his purpoſe. © I did not believe, 
ſaid ſhe, “ all the fine things he told me 
of your birth, fortune, &c. I thought it 


the romance of a lover ; but when he men- 


tioned your mother as the daughter of 
Admiral Montague, in that name I recog- 
nized my earlieſt, beſt beloved friend; to 
whoſe fate, ſince the was ſixteen, I have 


been a ſtranger. 


Bitter were the tears I ſhed over the 
repetition madè by my ſon of her misfor- 
tunes; lively the joy I anticipated of em- 
bracing this dear ſchool companion, whom 


I had ſo long ſuppoſed to be numbered 
with the dead. 


© Your artful lover made his advantage. 


of one weak moment—gained my ready 
aſſent to whatever he propoſed—and the 


only 
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only wreck I could preſerve of ancient au- 
thority, was the unmoleſted right of ſeeing 


you alone this morning. I learnt from him 
at what time your, mother is viſible. I 
heard with' concern her conſtitution is ex- 
tremely delicate, and therefore contrived 
to come alone, by which we avoid ſurpriſ- 
ing or incommoding her by the gathering 
together of too -many happy people, for 
whoſe viſits ſhe can only be prepared by 
your interpoſition. 


* Go, then, to her chamber, my dear 


ell her Lady Ann Deniſon (for the 


knows me by no other appellation) is come 
to renew their long interrupted friendſhip. 


| —And you may tell her too,“ added ſhe, 


ſmiling, © by what means it is to be eſta- 
bliſhed more firmly than ever. Remember 
alſo, the moment ſhe is able to admit me, 
I muſt be conducted to the fide of her bed, 
there to ratify our alliance, before St. Al- 

4 ban 
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ban comes to diſturb, with his ardours, the 
tranquil moments of explanation.“ 


The precaution which baniſhed Lord St. 
Alban, even for the ſhort ſpace of an hour, 
Loretta thought might have been diſpenſed 
with ; but experience taught her the wiſ- 
dom and neceſſity of ſuch a meaſure : for 
cautiouſly as the joys of this eventful day 
were adminiſtered, to her already half dif- 


ſolved parent was more than her feeble na- 


ture could ſupport, without giving many 
evident ſymptoms of incapability to ſup- 


port any additional intuition from the ex- 


quiſite touches of ſenſibility. 


Nothing could be more trying than her 


firſt interview with the generous and affec- 
tionate Lady St. Alban No, not even 
the raptures ſhe ſuſtained, when, at the 
mutual ſolicitations of both mother and 
ſon, the time for the nuptials of her Lo- 

| +. . retta 
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retta was fixed, at no greater diſtance than 


one month. 


lt was at the inſtigation of love, on the 
part of Lord St. Alban, and of benevolence 
on that of his mother, which brought the 


important affair to ſo haſty a concluſion. - 


Lady St. Alban ſaw at the firſt glance 
what the poor Loretta had never diſcoyered, 


, that the would ſoon be an orphan in the 
fulleſt acceptation pf the word. At ſuch a 
criſis, where could ſhe be ſo ſafely ſhelter- 


ed, ſo tenderly comforted, as in the arms 


. of an affectionate huſband; and beſides, 


ſhe alſo compaſſionated her ſon's diſap- 
pointment, if that ſorrowful event ſhould 
precede his marriage, which muſt inevitably 
protract it beyond the limits of a lover's 


_ patience; and, for all theſe good reaſons, 


ſhe not only infiſted on naming the day of 


their union, but, by the irreſiſtable plead- 
ings of friendſhip, perſuaded Mrs. Mont- 


gomery 


e 
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gomery at the end of a week to remove, 


with the beautiful Loretta, to her Lady- 
ſhip's houſe in town; from whence, with 
the full approbation of the family to whom 


{he was ſo ſoon. to be connected, ſhe diſ- 
patched the credentials of her good fortune 


to her brother, as well as her affectionate 
allies both in Ireland and at the Lodge, her 
happineſs being incomplete till ſhe had 
made them participate of it, 


* + 


In ſhort, Loretta, at the time appointed, 


became the wife of Lord St. Alban, who 


received her hand from Sir John Acres.—- 
Eis Lady aſſiſted at the ceremony, whilſt 


Miſs Acres and Miſs Tilliſon officiated as. 


bride-maids on the joytul occaſion. + © | 


- 


A few —_ ſubſcagent to that event the 


— 


2 


death of Lord Templevale was doubly an- 


nounced to the united families of Montgo- 
mery and St. Alban. The publie prints 
merely mentioned that he died at Liſbon, 

| without 


— 
* 
» F 


1 


236 | THE „arne 


without naming his ſucceſſor; but tHe let- 
ters of Lewis to his mother and ſiſter, 
fraught with the ardours of filial and fra- 
ternal love, breathing the ſincereſt, heart- 
felt anguiſh for the loſs of his paternal be- 
nefactor, conveyed to them alſo the ac- 
count of his own heirſhip to the title and 
immenſe fortune of his Lordſhip, a legacy 
to Loretta of thirty thouſand pounds only 


excepted. 


— 


With the ſame chriſtian ſpirit of mode- 


. ration in which this letter was written, ſo 
was it received by the widow and daughter. 
of Montgomery. In adverſity they had 


not forgotten to ſerve Godin proſperity 
they did not forget to glorify his providence 


'—crying out, in the words of the Pfalmiſt, 


Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but 


to thy name be the praiſe ! 


There was one private paragraph in 
Lewis's letter to his ſiſter, which ſhe con- 
_ fided 


* = 
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: fided to Harriet, who bound it to the cords. 
of her heart, as a fund of felicity on which 
b ſhe could draw for the ſubſiſtence of hope 
: —+famiſhed, almoſt expiring, for want of 
: nouriſhment ! It ſpoke the tendereſt, the 
; moſt reſpectful, the moſt ardent paſſion 
for the lovely, compaſſionate little friend of | 
that wretched condition from which they 
were relieved by the charity of her ſainted | 
grandmother, on the hills of Mendip ; to- 1 
gether with a declaration, that his new | 
rank and riches- acquired their chief value | 
in his eſtimation from placing him in a ſta- 
. tion, from whence he might venture, with- | 
out incurring the cenſure of arrogant pre- 
ſumption, to lift his eyes to an alliance with 
the deſcendant of their ever revered bene- 
factreſs. 


* I ſhall ſoon,” ſaid he, © learn my fate 
from the lips of the divine Harriet. Mx 
| detenſion at Liſbon will be no longer than + 
till the proper preparations are made. for 
| fs removing 
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removing the body to England. If ſhe 
announces me happy, there will be my fu- 
ture reſidence; if dhe condemns me to 
miſery, any other country will give me a 
greater chance for tranquillity than my 


79 


Own. 


Fourteen days after the receipt of theſe 
diſpatches the amiable Lewis, having, by 
the laſt commands of Lord Templevale, 
ſeen his -remains depoſited in the moſt pri- 
vate manner at Ferryford Caſtle, borrowing 
wings from Loves of every deſcription, flew 
to the boſom of his family. 


Such a meeting is better imagined than 
deſcribed. The cup of his fond mother's 
joys was now filled to the brink : the only 
drop it could yet contain was thrown into 
it by the marriage of her ſon with his firſt 
and only love, on the fame day which join- 
end the hands of Algernon Melbourn and 
Olivia Tillifon ; when, n no greater 


happineſs 


OF SNOWDON. 239 


* 


ſe happineſs to expect in this world, her aſpir- 

| ing ſpirit ſought to perfect its bliſs in hea- 

0 ven, where, no doubt, if mortal claims are 

a admitted, her ſufferings, her patient fe- 

Y ſignation, and her piety, were not 5 | 
as inſufficient, 


Gloomy death-bed ſcenes, and melan- 
choly details of theſe afflictions which na- 
turally ariſe to the ſurvivors, ought to be 

"avoided, eſpecially at the end of a book, 
that we may not be accuſed of leaving diſ- 
agreeable impreſſions on the reader's mind ; 
for which reaſon I ſkip over fix months, 
from the deceaſe of Mrs. Montgomery to 

| the time of throwing open the gates of | 

Montgomery Park. 'L 


„ U SR. IO - 


| Where I exhibit to their view, happily 

| aſſembled under that hoſpitable roof, the 

following perſons and perſonages :——The 
Counteſs Dowager of St. Alban, Loretta 

and her Lord, Sir John and Lady Acres, 

ie Lord 
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Lord Temfifevale and his Warriet; the good 
Curate . of Snowdon and his ſiſter, dear 
Daddy Brown and his worthy dam̃e; and 


to this number the. honeſt-hearted Mrs. 


Orchard and Jonathan would certainly 

have been added, if they had not been 
poſted at their uſual ſtation to prepare for 
the reception of their new Lord and Lady 
at the Lodge, with a long train of friends 


in their ſit. 


The venerable Evans, and his charitable, 
ſiſter, bad, at the requeſt of the well remem- 
bered Orphans of Snowdon, attended the 
body of their revered father from Snowdon 

to the Park, where, with due ſolemnity, it 
was depoſited by the ſide of his wife, in the 
vault of his anceſtors. 

Evans was rewarded with a benefice of 
fix hundred a year by Lewis, and Loretta 
" ſettled half that ſum on his fiſter for life. 
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| A ſuperb monument cloſed the filial 
. daties of Lewis and Loretta, on which 

was inſcribed theſe words 

l | . Erected by , 
Lewis Montgomery, Baron Templevale, , 
 - A: e 
l Loretta, Counteſs of St. Alban, 75 5 
f Jo perpetuate the Memories . 

; Their pious Parents, 8 4 
| By whoſe Virtues they are cxalted, 
| Ang” 5 
| In whoſe Deeds they are | bleſſed! . 

THE END. ; 
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